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on Publications. 

>'"■ 1 1 S not unamufing to confidcr the fe- 
J Tcral apologies that people make when 
they commence authors. It is taken for granted 
that on every publication there is at leaft a- 
feeming violation of modefty ; a prefumption, 
on the writer's fide, that he is able to inftruft 
or to entertain the world \ which implies a 
fuppofition that he can communicate, what they 
caqnot draw from their own reflexions. 

Bt To 
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To remove any prejudice this might ocea- 
fion, has been the general intent of prefaces, 
■ Some we find extremely follieitous to claim 
acquaintance with their reader ; addrefling him 
by the nioft tender and endearing appellations* 
He is in general ftyled the moll loving, candid, 
and courteous creature that ever breathed ; with, 
a view^doubtlefs, that he will deferve the com- 
pliment; and that his favor may be feeured at 
the expence of his better judgment. Mean 
and idle expe&ation ! The accidental elope- 
ments and adventures of a competition ; the 
danger of an imperfeft and furreptitious publi- 
cation ; the preffing and indifereet instances of 
friends ; the pious and well-meant frauds of 
acquaintance; with the irrefiftihlc commands of 
perfons in high life ; hare been excufes often* 
fubftirated in place of the real motives! vaoinr 
and hunger. . 

The moft allowable reafons for appearing; 
thus in public, are either the advantage or 
amufement of our fellow-creatures; or our own 
private emolument and reputation. 

Aman poffeffed of intelle&ual talents would! 
be more blameable in- confining them to hi* 
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tJwn private ufe, than the mean-fpir ited mifer, that 
did the feme by his money. The latter is indeed 
obliged to bid adieu to what he communicates ; 
the former enjoys his treasures, even while he 
renders others the better for them. A compo- 
Gtion that enters the world with a view of im- 
proving or amufing it, (I mean only, amuung 
it in a polite or innocent way) has a claim to 
our utmoft indulgence, even though it fail of 
the effect intended. 

When a writer's private intereft appears 
die motive of his publication, the reader has a 
larger fcope for accufation, if he be a {offerer. 
Whoever pays for thoughts, which' this kind of 
writers may be laid to vend, has room enough 
to complain, if he be disappointed of his bargain. 
He has no revenge, but ridicule j and, contrary 
to the prachce in other cafes, to make the worft 
of a bad bargain, • 

1 When the love of fame acts upon a man- 
of genius, the cafe appears to ftand thus. The 
generality of the world, diftnguifhed by the 
uame of. readers, obferve with a reluctance not 
unnatural, a perfou railing himfelf above them. 
All men have fome defirc of fame* and fame is 
B 3 " grounded 
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grounded on companion. Every one then is 
fomewhat inclined to difpute his title to afupe-* 
riority; and to difallow his pretentions upon 
the difcovery of a flaw. Indeed, a fine writer, 
like a luminous body, may be beneficial to the 
perfon he enlightens ; but, it is plain, he renders 
the opacity of the other more iiifcernible — Exami- 
nation, however, is a fort of turnpike in the 
way to fame, where, though a writer be a while 
detained, and part with a trifle from his pocket, 
he finds in return a more commodious and caff 
road to the temple. 

Whes, therefore, a man is confcious of 
ability to ferve his country, or believes himfelf 
poflefled of it (for there is no previous teft on 
this occafion) he has no room to hefitate, or 
need to make apology — When felf-intereft 
inclines a man to print, he ihould confider. that 
the purchafer expefls « pennyworth, for his 
penny ; and has reafon _ to afperfe his houefty 
if he finds hinifelf deceived— Alfo, that it is 
poffible to publifli a book of no value, whiclj 
is too frequently the produfl of fuch mercenary 
people. — When fame is the principal object 
of our devotion, it mould be confidered whether 
our character is like to gain in point of wit, what 
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it will probably loife in point of modcfty: 
othcrwif e we fhall be cenfured of vanity more than 
famed for genius ; and deprefe our character whili 
we ftrivc to raife it. 

After all, there is a propenGty in fome 
to communicate their thoughts without any view 
at all: the more fanguine of thefe employ the 
prefs; the lefs lively are contented with being 
impertinent in converfation. 
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On the Teft of popular opinion. 

I happen to fall into company with a citizen 
a courtier, and an academick. 

Says the citizen, I am told continually of tafte* 

refinement, and politencfs; but mctfcinks tin 
vulgar and illiterate generally approve the fine 
productions with the counoifeurs. One rarely 
£nds a landikip, a building, or a play that has 
charms for the critick exclufive of the mechanick. 
But on the other hand one readily remarks {In- 
dents who labour to be dull, depraving their 
native relifli by the very means they ufe to re- 
fine it. The vulgar may not indeed be capable 
of giving the reafons why a compofition pleafea 
them. That mechanical diftincuon they leave 
to the connoifeur. But they are at all times 
methinks judges of the beauty of an effect 
a part of knowledge in moft refpefls allowedly 
more genteel than that of the operator. 

Says the courtier, I cannot anfwer for every 
Individual inftance ; but I think moderately fpeak- 
ing, the vulgar are generally in the wrong. If 
they happen to be otherwife, it is principally 
owing to their implicit: reliance on the /kill of 
their 
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their fuperiors: and this has fomeumes been 
ftrangely effeftnal in making them imagine they 
relilh perfeftion. In fhort, if ever they judge 
well, it is at the time they leaft prefume to frame 
opinions for themfelves. 

I t is true they will pretend to tafte an object 
which they know their betters da But then 
they confider fome perfons judgment as a cer- 
tain ftandard or rule; they find the object ex- 
actly tally; and this demonftrated appearance 
of beamy affords them fome finall degree of 
fatisfattion. ' 

It is the fame with regard to the appetite front 
which the metaphor of tafte is borrowed " Such - 
" a fonp or ollio, fay they, is much in rogne, and 
" if yon do not like it, yon mnft learn to like 

But in poetry, for inftanee, it is urged that 
die vulgar difcorer the fame beauties with the 
man of reading. 

Now half or more of the beauties of poetry 

depend on metaphor or alhifion, neither of which, 

by a mind uocuhrrated can be applied to their 

proper 
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proper counterparts. Their beauty of confc- 
quence is like a pi&ire to a blind man. ' 

How many of taefe peculiarities ia poetry . 
turn upon a knowledge of philofophy and hiftory t . 
and let me add thefe latent beauties give the raoft. 
tielight to fuch as can unfold them. 

I might launch out much further in. regard, 
to the narrow limits of their" apprehenfions — 
What I have faid may exclude their infallibility ; 
and it is my opinion they are feldom right. 

The Academio fpoke little, but to the pur- 
pofe ; averting that all ranks and ftations have 
their different fpheres of judging : That a clown 
of native tafle enough to relifli Handel's Mefliah, 
might unqueftionably be fo inftru&ed as to reliflt 
it yet more : That an author, before he prints; 
fiiould not flatter hirafelf with a confufed expec- 
tation of pleafmg both the vulgar and the polite : 
Few things, in comparifon, being capable of doing 
both in any great degree : That he fliould always 
meafure out his plan for the fize ef understand- 
ing he would fit. If he can content himfelf with 
the mob, he is pretty fure of numbers for a 
time, If he write with more abundant e^egancA 
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it may efcapc the organs of fuch readers ; but 
lie will have a chance for fuch applaufe as will 
more fenfibly affecl: him. Let a writer then in 
his firft performances negleft the idea of profit, 
and the Tulgar's applaufe entirely : Let him ad- 
drefs him to the judicious few, and then profit 
and the mob will follow. His firft appearance 
on the ftage pf letters will engrofs the politer 
compliments ; and his latter will partake of the 
jrrational hu^a. 
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On allowing Merit in Others. 



A 



certain gentleman was exprdEng him* 
fclf as follows. 



I confess I have no great talle.for poetry; 
but if I bad, I am apt to believe I fhould read no 
other poetry than that of Mr. Pope. The reft 
but barely arrive at a mediocrity in their art j 
and to be furtpoetry of that ftamp, can afford 
but Gender pleafure. 

I know not, fays another, what may be the 
gentleman's motive to give this opinion : But I 
am perfuaded numbers pretend the fame through 
mere jealoufy or, envy. 

A reader conliders an author, as one who 
lays claim to a fuperior genius, rle is ever in- 
clined to difpnte it, becaufe if he happen to 
invalidate his tide, he has at leaft one fuperior 
the lefs. Now'though a man's abfolme merit may 
not depend upon the inferiority of another, yet 
his comparative worth varies in regard to that of 
other people. Self-love, therefore, is ever at- 
Ipttive to purfue the fingle point of admitting no 
more 
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more into the clafsof fupcriors,than it is impoffible 
to exclude Could it even limit the number to 
■one, they would foon attempt to undermine hint. 
Even Mr. Pope had been refufed his honours, but 
•that the very conftramt, and even abfurdity of 
people's Hunting their eyes grew as difagreeable 
to them, as that excellence, which, when open, 
they could not but difcever. 

Bdt fclf-love obtains it's whiles in another re- 
IpeQ alfo. It hereby not only depreffes the cha- 
racters of many that hare wrote, but ftifles the 
genius of fuch as might hereafter rile from 

araongft our inferiors. 

Let us not deny to Mr. Pope the praifeswhicli 
a pedbn enamoured of poetry would bellow on. 
tine that excelled in it: But let us confider Par- 
naffus rather as a republiek than a monarchy; 
where, although fome may be in poffeflion of a 
more cultivated fpot, yet where others my poffcfc 
(and as fruitful, upon equal cultivation. 

■ Oh the whole, let us reflect that the namre 
of the foil, and the extent of it's fertility mult 
remain undifeovered, if the gentleman's defponding 
principle thouid meet with approbation. 

•Mr, 
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Mr. Pope's chief excellence lies in what I 
would term confolidating or condenfing fcntcnGCS, 
yet preserving eafe and perfpicuity. In fraooth- 
nefs of verfe, perhaps, he has been equalled: 
In regard to invention, excelled. 

Add to this, if the writers of antiquity may 
l>e efteemed our trueft models, Mr. Pope is much 
more witty, and lefs Ample, than his own Horace 
appears in any of his writings. More witty, and 
lefs Ample, than the modern Monf. Boileau, who 
claimed the merit of uniting the ftyle of Juvenal 
and Perfius with that of Horace. 

Satyr gratifies felf-love. This was one fource 
of his popularity; and he feems even fo very 
confdoug of it as to ftigmatizc many inoffenfiva 
characters. 

The circumftance of what ia called allitera- 
tion, and the nice adjuitment of the paufe hare 
confpired to charm the prefcnt age, but have at 
the fame time given his verfes a very cloying 
peculiarity. 

But, perhaps, we muft not expect to trace the 

£ow of Waller, the landfltip of Thomfon, the fire 

i of 
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Dryden, the imagery of Shakefpear, the fimpli- 
eity of Spenfer, the courtlinels of Prior, the hu- 
mour of Swift, the wit of Cowley, the delicacy 
of Addifon, the tenderness of Otway, and the in- 
vention, the fpirit, and fublimity of Milton, joined 
in any fingle writer. The lovers of poetry, there- 
fore, fhould allow fome praife to thofe who fhine 
hi any branch of it, and only range them into 
daffes according to that fpecies in which they 
fhine. 

" Csjare agite, Ojuvenes!- 
Banifli the felf-debafing principle, and fcora 
the difingenuity of readers. "Humility has de- 
preffed many a genius into an hermit j but never 
yet raifed ope into a poet of emraence. 



TH£ 
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THE IMPROMPTU. 

TH E criticks, however unable to fix the 
tune which h is moll proper to allow for 
the aftion of an epk poem, have uniTerfally agreed 
that fome certain fpace is not to be exceeded. 
Concerning this, Ariftotle, their great Lycurgus, is 
entirely filent. Succeeding critkks have done little 
more than cavil concerning the time really taken 
tap by the grcateft epick writers ; that, if they 
could not frame a law, they might at lcaft efta- 
bfiih a precedent* of unexceptionable authority. 
Homer, fay they, confined thea&onof his. Iliad, 
or rather his a&ion may be reduced, to the fpace of 
two months. His Odyffey, according to Boffu and 
Dacier, is extended to eight years. Virgil's .ffineid 
has raifed very different opinions in bis commen- 
tators. Taffo's poem includes a fummer — But 
leaving fnch knotty points to perfons that appear 
born for the difcuffion of them, let us endeavor to* 
cftabliih laws that are more likely to be obeyed, 
than controverted. An epic writer, though limited 
in regard to the time of his a&ion, is uuder no 
fort reftraint with regard to the time he 
takes to finifh his poem. Far different is the 
cafe with a writer of Impromptu's. He indeed is 
allowed all the liberties that he can poifibly take 
4 in 
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in his compofition, bat is rigidly circumfcrjbed with 
jeg-jrd to the fpace in which it is compleated. 
•And no wonder; for whatever degree of poig- 
nancy may be required in this compofition, it's 
peculiar merit muft ever be relative to the expe- 
dition with which it is produced. 

* It appears indeed to me to have the nature 
of that kind of fallad, which certain eminent 
adepts in chemiftry have contrived to raii'e, while 
a joint of mutton is roafting. We do not allow 
ourfelves to blame it's unufual flatnefs and infi- 
■pKlity; but extoll the little flavour it has, cqiiii- 
dering the time of it's vegetation. 

- An extemporaneous poet, therefore, is to be 
judged, as we judge a race-horfej not by the 
gracefulnefs of his motion, but the time he takes 
to nniih his courfe. The beft critick upon earth 
may err in determining his prcciie degree of 
merit, if he have neither a flop-watch in his 
band, nor a clock within his hearing. . 

■To be a little more ferioas. An extempora- 
neous piece ought to be examined by a compound 
■ratio, or a medium compounded of it's real worth, 
and the fhortneft of the time that is employed 

:- y$L. n. c ia 
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. j» ii'$ prahnaioiw By this tale even Virgil's 
.^emwayljein&meibrtdcemedttsseKiportBeotis, 
as the time he took to perfect fo extraordinary . 
a compofiaon, coafidtred with it's real worth; ap- 
pears fiwrter than the time einpioyedi* write the 
diilicks of Cofconios. 

G w the other hand, I cannot allow this title 
to the flaftes of my friend S— iu the maga- 
-gaaine, which have no fort of claim robe called, 
vet f«, befide their inftantanekr. 

Having ever made it my ambition to fee my 
writing diftinguifhed for fomethirig poignant, 
unexpected, or, in fome refpefts, peculiar ; I 
hare ariquired a degree of fame by a firm adhe- 
rence to the Concetti. I have flung folks with 
my epigrams, amo fed them with acrofticks, puzzled 
ihem with rebus's, and diftrac>ed them with rid- 
dles. It remained only for me to fueceed in the 
Impromptu, for which I was utterly difqualt- 
fted by a whorefon flownefs of apprehenfion. 

Still defirous, however, of. the immortal 

honor to grow diftingutfhed for an extempore, I 

p'etroned Apollo to that purpofe in a dream, 

His anfwer.was as follow* * That whatever 

'" piece 
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*" piece of wit, either written or verbal, makes 
: " any pretence to merit, as of extemporaneous 
" production, {ball be laid or written within the 
,* the time that the author fopports hiaifidf on 

* one leg. That Horace had explained his 
" meaning, by the phrafe stans pede in uno. 
" And forafmuch as one man may perfevere in 
" the pofture longer than another, he would 

* recommend it to all candidates for this extra- 
, * ordinary accomplishment, that they would ha- 

" bituate themfelves to ftudy in no other attitude 

* whatibever " 

Methoug'ht I received his anfwerwith^the 

utmoft pleafure as well as veneration ; hoping 

that, however I was debarred of the acumen 

- requifite for an extempore, I might learn to 

weary out my betters in Standing on one leg. 
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TO form an eftimate of the proportion which 
one man's happinefs bears to another's, 
we are to confider the mind that is allotted him 
with as much attention, as the circumftances.. It 
were'fiiperfluous to evince that the fame objefls 
which bne defpifes, are frequently to another 
the fubftantia! fource of admiration. The man 
t>f bufmefs and the man of pleafure are to each 
other mutually contemptible, and a blue garter 
has lefs charms for fome, than they can difcqver 
In a butterfly. The more candid and fage ob- 
fervCr condemns neither for hispurfuks, but "for 
the derifion he fo profufely lavHhes upon Ac 
'difpofition of his neighbour. He concludes that 
fcheines infinitely various were at firft intended 
for our purfuit and pleafure ; and that fome find 
their account in heading a cry. of hounds, as 
much as others in the dignity of Lord Chief- 
Juftice. 

Having premifed thus much,lproceed to give 
fome account of a character which came within 
the fphere of my own observation. 

Not 
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Not the entrance of a cathedral, not the found 
of a paffiag bell, not the furs of a magistrate, nor 
the fables of a funeral were fraught with hajf, 
the folemnity of face ! 

■ Nay fo wonderfully ferious was he obfervej 
to be on all occafions, that it was found hardly; 
poflible to be othervife in -his company. He 
quaffied the loudeft temp.eft "of laughter,' when-, 
«er he entered the room, and men's features 
though ever fo much roughened, were fure ta 
. grow fmooth at his approach. 

The man had nothing Virions, or even. ill- 
natured in his charafier; yet he was the dread 
of all jovial converfaripn ; the young, the gay 
found their ipirits fly before him. Even the 
kitten and the puppy, as it were by iiiftinft,* 
would forego their frolicks, and be ftill. The 
depreffion he occafioned was like that of a darnp; 
(5r vitiated air. Unconscious of any apparent 
caufe you found your fpirits fink infenfibly : And- 
wjre any one to fit for the pifture of ill-luck, it 
is not pofiible the painter could fele£t a more 
prpper pcrfon. , 



3 
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Yet he not fail to boaft of a fuperior &are 
of rcafon, eten for the want of that Very facility, ' 
rifibility, with which it is fuppofed to be always 
joined. 

Indeed he acquired the character of the moft 
' ingenious perfon of his county, from this medita- 
tive temper. Not that he had ever made any 
great difcovery of his talents ; but a few oracular 
declarations, joined with a common opinion that 
he was writing fomewhat for pofterity, compleated 
■ his reputation. 

Numbers would have willingly depredated 
his character, had not his known fobriety and re- 
puted fenfe deterred them. 

1/Ie was one day overheard at his devotions, 
returning his molt fervent thanks for fome parti- 
cularities iu his Cmation which the generality of 
mankind would have but little regarded. 

Accept, faid he, the gratitude of thy moft 
humble, yet moft happy creature, not for (Over 
or gold, the tinfel of mankind, but for thofe 
amiable peculiarities which thou haft fo gracl- 
oufly interwoven both with my fortune and my 
complexion i For thofe treafures fo well adapted 
|o that frame of mind thou haft afligncd me. t 
That 
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. That the Sirname which has defcendcd to 
me is -liable to no pun. 

That it runs chiefly upon vowels and liquids. 

T h at I have a piflurefque coomenanee ra- 
ther than one that is cfteemed of regular fea- 
- tares. 

That there is an intermediate hill, intercept- 
ing my view of a nobleman's feat, whofe ill- 
obtained fuperiority I cannot bear to recollect 

That my eftate is over-run with brambles; 
refounds with catara&s, and is beautifully va- 
ried with rocks and precipices, rather than an 
even cultivated fpot, fertile of corn, or wine, or 
oil; or thofe kinds of produ&ions in which the 
fons.-of men delight themfelves. 

That as thou divided thy bounties impar- 
tially; giving riches to one, and the contempt 
of riches to another, fo thou haft given me, in 
the midft of poverty, to dejpife the infolence of 
riches, and by declining all emulation that is 
founded upon wealth, to maintain the dignity 
and fuperiority of the mufes, 

C.4 That 
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' Th at I have a difpofmco other fo elevated) 
or fa ingenuous, that I can derive to myfeli 
amufemcHt from the very expedients and con- 
trivances with which rigorous neceffity furniflies 
pj invention. '",'"" 

' Th at I can laugh at my own follies, foiblejj, 
and infirmities ; and that I do not want infirmities 
to employ this difponpon. 

This poor gentleman caught cold one winter's, 
night, as he was contemplating, by the fide of a 
cryftal ftream, by moonfliine. This afterwards 
terminated, in a fever that was fatal to him. Since, 
his death I have been'favQred with the infpecopq 
of his poetry of which I preferred a catalogue 
for the benefit of my readers. 

Occasional Poems. 

On his dog, that growing corpulent refufed a 
cruft when it was offered him. 

To the memory of a pair of breeches. that had 
done him excellent fervice. 

ijAVIMC 
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Having loft bis iro^y walking-ftaflf; be, com- 
jjlaineth, 

' To his miftrds on her declaring due fiieloied 
parfaips better than potatoet, 

On an earwig that crept into a oeftarin that 
if might be fwalloyed by Clyc 

On cutting an artichoke in his gardenthe day, 
that Queen Anne cut her little finger. 

Epigram on a wooden-peg. 

Ode to the. memory of the great modern— wluj 
firft invented- fpoe-bjiddes. 



THB 
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THE HERMIj/ 

.IN THE H A KN E Jt OF CAM BEAT, 

»/"■ 1WAS in that delightful month which. 

X Loye prefers before ail others, and which 
moft reveres. Hs deity; that month which ever 
weaves a verdant carpet for the earth, anj em- 
broiders it with flowers. The banks became in- 
viting through their coverlets of mefe : the vio- 
lets refrefhed by the moifture of defcendjag rains 
enrich'd the tepid air with their agreeable per- 
fumes. But the fhoveer was pail ; the fan 'dif-/ 
perfed the vapours ; and the iky was. clear ancT 
food when Polydocc walked forth, fie was of, 
a complexion altogether plain and unaffected; a 
lover of the Mufes, and beloved by them. He 
Would oftentimes retire from the noife of mis* 
converfation, to enjoy the melody of birds, or 
the murmurs of a water-fall. His neighbours 
often fouled at his peculiarity of temper; and 
he no leis, at the vulgar caft of theirs, Htf 
could never be content to pafs'liis irrevocable 
time in an idle comment upori ! a news-paper, or 
in adjuftingthe precife differAdceo£.tempeiatur« 
betwixt the weather of to-day and yefterday. 
In ftort he was not void of forae ambition, but 
4 what 
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what he felt he acknowledged, and was never 
averfe to vindicate. As he- never cenfured any 
one who indulged their humor raoffenfively, fo he 
claimed no' manner of applaufe for thofe purfuitg 
-which gratify'd his own. But the fentiments he 
entertained of honor, and the dignity confered 
by royal authority, made it wonderful how he 
bore the thoughts of obfcurity and oblivion. He 
mentioned with applaufe the youths who by me* 
rit had arrived at ftationj..but he thought that 
all mould in life's vifit leave fome token of their 
exiflence, and that their friends might more rea- 
sonably expeft it from them, than they from their 
pofterity. 

There were few, be thought, of talents fo ve- 
ry inconsiderable, as to be unalterably excluded 
front all degrees of fame : and in regard' to fuch 
as had a liberal education, he ever wifhcd that in 
ibme art or fcience they would be perfuadcd to 
engrave their names. He thought it might be 
Jbme pleafure to reflefi, that their names would 
V, leaft be honoured by their defcendettts, al- 
though they might efcape the notice of fuch as 
were no* prejudiced ia tJieir favor. 

What 
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What a luftre, faid he> does the reputation, pf 
a Wren, a Waller, or a Walfingham, caft upon, 
their rembteft progeny? and who would not wifli, 
rather to be defcended from them, than from the, 
mere carcafe of nobility ? Yet wherever fuperb, 
titles are faithfully o$Fered as the reward of me? 
rit, he thought the allurements of ambition, were 
too. transporting to be reeled. But to return. . 

Poj.YnoRt, 3 new inhabitant in a fort of wild, 
nn-inhabited country, was now afcended to the 
top of a. mountain, and, in the full enjoyment 0/ 
a very extenfive profpeft. Before him. a brflad^ 
and winding valley, variegated with all the charms 
of landfldp. fertile _ meadows, glittering ftreams, 
pendent rocks, and nodding rums. But thefe in- 
deed, were much left the objects of his attention, 
than thofe diftant hills and fpires.that /were .al- 
njoft , concealed by one undiftioguiflied azure.' 
Th.e Tea indeed appeared to clofe the fcene, tho*. 
diftant as it was it but little, variegated the vkwl 
Hardly indeed, were it diftinguflhahle but for the 
beams of a defcending fun, which at the fame: 
time warned our traveller to return; before the' 
duJldnefs and dews of evening had'-rendered Ms ■ 
yniHf .uncomfortable. 
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■ ~He /had now defended to the foot of the 
inountain, when 1 ' he remarked an old hermit ap- 
proaching to a Tittle hut, wnkh 'he had formed 
■With "his own hands,' at ihe'very bottom of the 
^recipiceV ' Pblydore all enamoured of the beau- 
ties he had been" furveyttlg, could not 'avoid won- 
dering at fint conduct,' who, not content with fhurf- 
fii ng all cootmerce with mankind, had contrived ai 
much as poffible to exclude all views of ntturc. 
He accofted him in the manner following. Fa- 
ther,' fays he, it Is with no fmall •furprize, that I 
obferve your choice of fituation, by 'which yoli 
Teem to neglect the nioftdiftant and delightful land- 
Ikip ' that ever iny eyes neheld. ' The bJfl beneath 
which you nave contrived to hide ydur habitation, 
which Would have aflbrded you'fucha variety 
■of nattrfalcnriofities', as---» a perton foconfferrt- 
plative, mart appear highly entertaining: aiid as 
•the cell to- which you are advancing -fat feenurfgh/ 
of your own contrivance; mAthinks. 'twas prob*- 
bk.- you.'Wookl fo have placed it; as to prefent 
rtasrai inialltheic. beauty, toyoureyc. ■ 

The Hermit made him this anfwer. My fon, 
(iayi he, the evening approaches, and. you-have 
deviated from your way. I would not therefore- 
(detain you by my ftqry^did; I not-unagioe the 
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moon would prove afafer guide to ynn, thaataal 

fauiog fun Which you molt, oihawtfe rely irpoo. 
Enter therefore foe a while into my carti and I 
will gtre you then forae account of my adrat- 
tores which wiO fotre yotir doubts perhaps more 
effe&uaHy than any method I caa propofe. But 
before you eater my lose abode, calculated only 
for »Ue ufe of meditation, dare to contemn fiipef- 
iuotis magnificence, and render tbyfelf worthy of . 
thebeing I conteraplata 

Know then, that I owe what the world is 
pleafed to call my nun (and indeed jurtly, were 
fe not for the ufe which I have taade of it) so an 
•Cured dependence, in a Utteral feii£e> upon con- 
fufed and diftant proipefls : a confider&uon, which 
hath fo indeed affefted toe, that I (hall never 
henceforth enjoy a laodJkip that lies at fo resoote 
a difianee at not to eihibit all ii's parts. And 
indeed were I to form the lestft prereoBons to 
to what .your world calls tsfte, I might even then 
perhaps contend that a well difcrimhiated land- 
ftip was at all times to be preferred to a diftant 
and promiscuous azure. 

I WaS born in the Parifh of a nobleman who 

arrived! to die principal management of the bu- 

finefs of the nation. The heir of. bis family and 

my 



.>,=,i,z Ct i 3 vGoogIf 



MANNERS* AND TrHNGS. 31 
my fclf were of the feme age, and for feme tune 
fcbool-feUom I ftfcd made tonfiderabJt advances 
in his -eftevm* and die 'mutual aSe&im we enter- 
tained fer tatth <»heiy <& twi? long remain uoofc- 
fcrrcd by-Wn^ftiraly of ciydira. He was fent 
^farly tefpM His *iwl*> : putft«»< 1 ^*y«7 iajudi- 
dbnscoftom; and my parents were ftfllietted to 
tdnfeQt that I might acedmpany him. JntlmawJua 
Were given to my friends, that a perfem of fuch 
importance as his father might contribute much 
more to my immediate promotion, than the ut- 
rhoft diligence I jcould afe m purfim of it ■ My 
father, I r em ember, affentefi with Tehiftahce: 
my mother, Sred with the: ambition of her -fen's 
future greatbefs, through much ' irnpornhiity 
wrung front him his -flow leave." I, for my 
own part, wanted no great perfoafion. We made 
what is railed the greater tour of Europe. We 
neither of lis, I believe, eon& be faid to went 
natural fenfe, but being banUfaed fo early in life, 
*efc more attentive to every deviation from our 
e<wn radffierent cuftonte, than to any ufcfbl exa- 
mtdatioa of. ;their. policies or manners judge- 
ment, for the moft part, Hpeds Very flowly. Farl- 
ey often expands her bloffoms all at once. 

We were now returning home.from a,&c yeart 
• -abfencc; anticipating the carefles ot.our parents 

and 
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and relations, when my ever-honoured companion 
Iras attacked by a fever. All poffible means of 
fafety proving. finally raefFeftaa!, he accofted me 
in one of his lucid intervals as follow* 

' Ala ! ! My Gytander ! my life, they tett nie, « 
of very fhort contknance. The next paroxyfm 
, of my fever will probably be conelufivc 

The profpeflof this fudden change doe 46t 
allow me to fpeak the gratitude I owe thee; 
touch Ids to reward the kindnefs on which it is 
fo juftly grounded. Thou knoweft I was lent 
Away early from my parents, and the more ratt*- 
onal part of my life has been paffed with thee 
alone. It cannot be bat they will prove follici- 
tous in their enquiries concerning me. Thy nar- 
rative wilt awake their tendernefs, and they can- 
not but conceive fome for their fon's companion 
and his friend. What I would hope is that they 
will render thee fome fervices, in place of thofe 
their beloved fon intended thee, and which I can 
nnfeignedly afTert, would have been only bounds 
•ed by my power. My dear companion ! farewet 
All other temporal enjoyments have I banHhcd 
from my heart ; but friendship lingers long, and 
: *tis with tears I fay farewell. 

Mr 
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' My concern was truly fo great, that, upon my 
arrival in my native country, it was not at all 
encreafed by the consideration that the nobleman 
on whom my hopes depended, was removed from 
afi his places. I waited on him ; and he appear* 
erl fenfibly grieved that the friendfliip he had 
'■ ever profeffed could now (o little avail me. He 
recommended me however to a friend of his that 
was then of the fuccefsful party, and who, he 
Was allured, would, at his requeft, afhft me to the 
utmoft of his power: I was now in the prime 
of life, Which I effectually confumed upon the 
empty forms of court-attendance. Hopes arofe 
before me like bubbles upon a ftream ; as quick 
fucceeding one another, as fup£rficial and as vain. 
Thus bufyed in my purfuit, and rejecting the' 
affiftance of cool examination, T found the win- 
ter of life approaching, and nothing procured to 
flielter or protefl me when my fecond patron 
dyed. A race of new ones appeared before me,' 
and even yet kept my expectations in play-. I 
wiihed razeed I had retreated fooner, but to re- 
tire at lafl unrecompenced, and when a few" ' 
months' attendance might happen to prove fuc- 
cefsful, was beyond all power of refolution. 

Vol. n, T> However 
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However after a few years more attendance, 
diftributed in - equal proportions upon each of 
thefe new patrons; I at length obtained a place 
of much trouble and fmall emolument. On the 
acceptance of this, my eyes feemed open ail at 
once, I had no paflion remaining for' the fplenv 
dor which was grown familiar to me, and for fer- 
tility and confinement I entertained an utter a- 
verfion. I officiated however for a fewweeks in 
my port, wondering ftill more and more how I 
could ever covet the life I led. I was ever moft fin- 
cere, but fincerity clafhed with my fituation every 
moment of the day. In fhort, I returned home to 
a fmall paternal income, not indeed intending 
that auftere life in Which you at prefent find me 
engaged. I thought to content myfelf with com- 
mon heeeffaries, and to give the reft, if aught 
remained, to charity, but to avoid all appearance 
of Angularity. But- alas! to my great furprize, 
the perfon who fupplied my expenses had fo far 
embroiled my little affairs, that, when my debts, 
&c. were difcharged, I was tillable to fubfift in 
any better manner than I do at prefent. I grew 
at firft entirely melancholy; left the country 
where I was born, and raHed the humble roof 1 
that covers me in a country where I am not 
known. -I now begin to think myfelf happy in 
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my prefent way of life : I cultivate a few vege- 
tables to fupport me, and the little well there is 
a very clear one, I am now- an ufelefs individu- 
al*, little able to benefit mankind ; bnt a prey to 
fhame and to confufion, on the firfl glance of 
every eye that knows me. My fpirits are indeed 
.fomethmg raifedby a clear iky, or a meridian 
fun, but as to extenfive views of the country, I 
think them well enough exchanged for the warmth 
.and comfort which this vale affords me. Eafe Is 
at \oaft the proper, ambition of age, and it is 
eonfeffedly my fuprcme one. 

Yet will I not permit you to depart from an 
hermit without one inftruftive leflbn. Whatever 
fituation in life you ever with or propofe for 
yourfclf, acquire a clear and lucid idea of the in- 
conveniences attending it. I utterly contemned 
and rejected, after a month's experience, the very 
poll I had all my life-time been follicitous topro- 
■sure, 



On 
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On Diflinctioris, Orders, and Dignities* 

TH E fubjeft turfled upon the nature of 
fo tie ties, ranks, orders, and diftincnons* 
amongft men. 

A gestlemAi* of fpirit, and of the popular 1 
faftion, had been long declaiming againft any 
kind of honours that tended to elevate a body 
of people into a diftin& fpecies from the' reft of 
the nation. Particularly titles and blue ribbands 
were the object of his indignation; They were* 
as he pretended, too invidious an oftentation of 
fuperioriry, to be allowed in any nation that 
ftyled itfelf free* Much was faid upon the fab- 
Jeft of appearances fo far as they were count*- 
*aticed by law or cuftom. ■ The bhnop's lawtf; 
the marihal's truncheon ; the baron's robe ; and 
the judge's peruke, Were confidered only as ne- 
cefiary fubftitutes, where genuine purity, real 
courage, native dignity, and fuitable penetra- 
tion were wanting to compleat the characters of 
thofe to whom they were affigncd, 

tv 
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It was urged that policy had often effectually 
made it a point to dazzle in order to enflaye; and 
inftajices were brought of groundlefs diflintTioni 
bornaboirt in the glare of day by certain peribns, 
•who, being ibripped, of them, would be lefs 
cflcemcd than the meaneft plebeian. 

• He acknowledged, indeed^ chat kings, the 
fountains of all political honor, had hitherto 
fliewn no complaifance to that fex whore fofter 
£ifpoutions rendered them more excufably fond 
ef Inch peculiarities. 

T h at in favor of the ladies, he Ihould efteera 
himfelf fufficiently happy in the honor of invent- 
ing one order, which ihould be ftyled The raoft 
powerful order of beauries, 

That their number in Great Britain Qiould 
be limited to five thonfand ; the dignity for ever 
to be conferred by the queen alone, who ihould 
be ftyled ibvereign of the order, and the teft the 

companions. 

That the inflallment ihould be rendered a thou- 

fcndthucsmurecCTemoiiious,thedreifamorefuperb, 
. ' J) 3 and 
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and the plumes more enormous than thofe al- 
ready In ufe amongft the companions of- the 
garter. 

That the diftinguifliing badge of this o> 
dcr fhould be an artificial nofegay ; to be worrt 
on the left bread, confiding of a lilly and « 
rofe, the proper emblems of complexion, and 
intermixed with a branch of myrtle, the tree 
fccred to Venus. 

That inflead of their fhields being affixed 
to the flails appointed for this order, there 
fhould be a gallery erefted to receive their pic- 
tures at full length. Their portraits to be taken 
by four painters of the greatefl eminence, and 
he whofe painting was preferred, to be ftyle^ 
A knight of the rofe an&ltilyv 

T^at when any perfon addreffed a letter 
to a lady of this order, the ftyle fliould always 
be T° the Right beautiful Mils or Lady fuch- 



He feemed for fome time undetermined whe-' 
ther they fhould forfeit their title upon marriage; - 
'but at length, for many reafons, propofed it 
fliould be continued to them. 

An» 
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, And thai far the. gentlemap proceeded in his 
harangue ; when it was objected that the queenj 
pnlefs ihe unaccountably chofe to mark out 
game for her husband, could take no fort of 
gleafure ip conferring this honor where it was 
mcjfi 4 ue: T nat ^ !^diee grew in years, this 
epithet of beautifull would burlefque them; and, 
in fliort, that, confidering the frailty of beauty, 
there was no lafting compliment that could be 
bellowed upon it, 

At this the orator fouled ; and acknowledged 
it was true : But alked at the fame time, why it 
was more absurd to, ftyle a lady ligkx, beautifulL 
in the days of her deformity, than to term a peer 
right honorable when he gjew a fcandal tp 
mankind t- 

That this was, fcmeiiraes the cafe, he faid, 
was not t^ be difputed ; becaufe titles have been 
foineumes granted tp a worthlefs ion, in confer 
Quence of a father's enormous, wealth moft uu- 
juftly acquired. And few had eyer furpafled; 
in viltynj th^ righ$ honorable th£ earl of 

, . ' P 1 4 The 
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The company wa» a little furprizcd at tho 
fophiftry of oar declaimant. However, it was 
replied to, by a perfon prefent, that lord 
A — — *-'a title being fictitious, no one ought m 
inftance him to the disadvantage of the p— ragei 
who had, ftriftly fpeaking, neTer been of that 
number, 



On 
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On the fame Subject, 

Til E declaimant, 1 before mentioned, 
continued bis harangofc There are, 
faid he, cemin epithets which fq frequently oc- 
cur, that they are the left considered ; and which 
&re feldom or never examinedy on account of 
jhe many opportunities of examination that pre* 
ftnt themfeWes. 

Of this kind is the word Gentleman. ■ This 
Word, on it's firft introduction, was given, I fup- 
pofe, to freemen in op^bfitibn to vaffals ; theft 
being the two claffes into which the nation was 
once divided *, The freeman was he, who was 
pofTeffed of land, and could therefore fubfift 
without manual labor ; the vaflal, he, who te- 
nanted the land, and was obliged to bis thane 
for the neceffaries of life, The different man- 
ners, we may prefyme, that fprang from their 
dhTerent fituations and connexions occaficmed the 

* As the author ii not writing a. treatiie oq the feudal law, 
but a mora) cflay, any little inacenjracies, il is to be hoped, 
will be over-looked by thofe, who, from ieveral late treatife* 
en this fnbjeft, might cxpeft great exaftneft and prccifion in 
a.ferious di&ojfiaa of ti)i| point, 

one 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



4* ESSAY* 0N MEN, =- 
cue to be denominated a civilized or gentle pern 
fonagc ; and the other to obtain the name of a 
■acre ruftk or viHain. ' 

But upon the publication of crufades, th* 
fbte of .things was, confiderably altered : It was 
th«n that, every; freeman diftinguiflied the fhield 
which. he wpre with, fome painted emblem or 
device ; and this* in order that his, fellow-com-i 
batants might attribute to him his proper ap- 
plaufe, which, upon account of umilar accoutre- 
ments, might be otherwife fubject to mifappli- 
fatioa. ( . , 

Upon, this there, arofe a di(tin£tipn betwixi; 
freeman and freeman, All which had ferved Fn^ 
thofe religious wars continued the ,ufe of their 
firft devices, but all devices were not illuflrated* 
by the fame pretenfions to military glory. 

However thefe campaigns were discontinued : 
Frefti families fprung up ; who, without any pre- 
tence to mark themfelves with fuch devices as 
thefe holy combatants, were yet as defirous of 
refpeft, of eltimation, of diltinftion. It would 
be tedious enough to trace the fteps by which 
money eftablUnes even abfurdity. A court of, 
heraldry iprrmg-up to fupply the place-of - crtuada 
; J exploits, 
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Exploits, to grant imaginary Cfcdelds arid trophies 
to families that never wore real armour, and h 
te but of late that it has been'difcoTered to bare 
no real juriftU&on. 

. Yet cuftora is not at once overthrown ; and 
he is even now deemed a gentleman who has 
arms recorded in the HerakPs office, 'and at 
the fame time follows none, except a liberal em- 
ployment. 

- Allowing this diftin&on, it is obvious to all 
who confider, that a churltlb, morofe, illiterate 
clown ; a lazy, beggarly, (harping vagabond j a 
ftupid, lubberly, inactive ibt, or pick-pocke^ 
nay even an highwayman, may be neverthelefs £ 
gentleman as by law eftahlUhed. In ihor^ thai 
the definition, may, together with otters, include' 
alfo the filth, the faun, and the dregs of the 
creation. 

But do we not appear to difallow this ac- 
count, when we fay " fuch or fuch an aftion was 
not done in a gentleman-like manner." " Such 
ttjage was not the behavior of a gentleman, w and fo 
forth. We feem thus to infinuate that the appel* 
lauon of gentleman regards morals as well as fa- 
mily; 
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f*p»ly; and, that integrity, politenefs, EjeneroGty,, 
and; ajfab.iUry, have, the: trueft claim, to a distinc- 
tion of; this kind Whence then &allv»fuppofo 
was derived this contradiction ? SbaU-.we fay that 
ihc plebeians, having the virtues on their fide, 
t? degree reissued thjs app^atipjt. ffora the 
%afis of- &arijy .to. t^.of Wf*** iRhich thej 
«fte«ocd,, and n«ti. vwj¥#ly, to, bq tfoe true; and; 
and pi«p«i pofeftai? , Tfe» U^gspwyj will fcarco 
allow. Shall we then infill that every, thing* 
great and god-like^was heretofore; the atchieve- 

^SaiftShe. apo^baflpBjof the coiamoftec*, 

To, reconcile th'c diSpr'enceji letus fuppofetlie 
daBjcmnnatioa may belong equally to. two forts. 
of men. The one,what may be ftyled a gentle-, 
m«ji ds jure, viz. a man of gencrofity, polit«;ncfs> 
Jparnjng, tafte, genius, or affability;, in flior£, 
accompliihed in all that is fplendidi or endeared 
to us by all that is amiable on the one fide ; and, 
cgp.the other, a- gentleman de facto, or, what,, to, 
Englilh readers, % would tenn a gentleman as by 
law ef labliflied. 

As td the latter appellation, what is really et 

ienriaT,. or, as logicians would fey, " quarto -raodo 

proprium", is a real 1 , or at kafta fpecious claim 

4 to 
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to the inheritance of certain coat-armour from a 
fecond or more diftant anceftor; and this un* 
ftainefl by any mechanical or Illiberal ' employ* 
■meet. 

We may ■ difcover, on this ftate of the cafe* 
that, ■ 'however material a difference this di- 
ftinftion fuppofes, yet it is not wholly impraftn 
cable for a gentleman de jure, to render himfelf 
in fome fort a gentleman de facto. A certain 
film of money, depotted in the hands of my 
good friends Nofroy or Rouge-dragon, will con- 
vey go him a coat of arms defcending from as 
many ancefton -as he pleafes. On the other 
band, die gentleman de facte may become a geq- 
tlemun idfo de jure, by the acquisition of certain 
virtues, which are rarely all of them unattainable. 
The latter, I mult acknowledge, as the more 
difficult talk; at leaft we may daily difcover 
crowds acquire fufflcieat wealth to buy gentility, 
butyery few that poJTefs the Tutues which ennoble 
human nature, and (in the beft fenfe of the word) 
conftitute a GENTLEMAN. 



A CHA- 
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— TTE was a youth fo amply furnifli(!H 
O with every excellence of mind, that 
he feemed alike capable of acquiring or dtfre- 
gardihg the goods df fortune. He had indeed 
all the learning and erudition that can be de- 
rived from univerfiu'es, without the pedantry an3 
ill manners which art too often their attendants. 
What few or hone acquire by the molt intenlfe 
"affiduity, he poffeffed by nature ; I mean that 
elegance of tafte, which difpofed him' to admirtt 
beauty under its great variety of appearances. 
It patted not unobferved by him either in the 
Cut of a fljrevc, or the integrity of i moral aftion. 
The proportion of a ftarue, the convenience of 
an edifice, the movement in a dance, and the 
Complexion Of a Cheek or flower afforded nun 
fenfations of beauty ; that beauty which Inferior 
genius's are taught coldly to diftinguUh; or to 
difcern rather than feel. He could trace the ex- 
cellencies both of the courtier and the Undent ; who 
are mutually ridiculous in the eyes of each other. 
He had nothing in his character that could obfeure 
fo great accomplilhments, befide the want, the 
total want, of a defire to exhibit them. Through 
this 
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ibis it came to pafs, that what would have railed 
another to the heights of reputation, was often- 
times in him pafled over unregarded, ?or, in 
refpeft to ordinary observers, it is reouifite to 
lay fome ftrefs yourfelf, on what you intend 
{hould be reinarked by others ; and this never 
was his way. His knowledge of books had in 
fomedegree diminished his knowledge of the world; 
er, rather, the external forms and manners of 
it. His ordinary converfauon was, perhaps, ra- 
ther too pregnant with fentiment, the ufual fault 
pf rigid {Indents; and this he would in fome 
degree bare regulated better, did not the uni- 
rerfality of his genius, together with the me- 
thod of his education, fo largely contribute to 
this amiable defeft. This kind of awkwardnefi 
(fuice his raodefty will allow it no better name) 
_ may be. compared to the ftiffiiefs of a fine piece 
of brocade, whofe turgefcency indeed conftitutes, 
and is infeparable from it's value. He gave de- 
light by an happy boldnefs in the extirpation of 
common prejudices ; which he could as readily 
penetrate, as he could humouroufly ridicule : 
And he had ftich. entire poffeffion of the hearts, 
as well as understandings of his friends, that he 
could foon make the moft furprizing paradoxes 
believed and well-accepted. His image, like that 
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of a fove'reign, could givt an additional vake nj 
the moft precious ore ; andtre no fooher believed 
eur eyes, that it was he who fpake k, than we as 
readily believed whatever he had to lay. In this 

he differed from W r, that he had the talents 

of rendering the greateft virtues un-envied ) 
"Whereas the latter {hone more remarkably in 
making his very faults agreeable : I mean in 
regard to thofe few he had to exercife his 
/kilt' 

N. B. This was written, in an extempore-man- 
ner, on my friend's wall at Oxford, with 
a black lead pencil, 1 7 35. and intended for 
his character. 



ON 
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ON RESERVE. 

A FRAGMENT. 

TAKING an evening's walk with a friend 
in the country, among many grave re- 
marks, he was making the following obferva- 
tion. There is not, fays he, any one quality fo 
mconfiflent with refpefl, as what is commonly 
called familiarity. You do not find one in fifty 
whole regard' is proof againft it. At the fame 
time it is hardly pcdfible to infill upon fuch a 
deference as will render you ridiculous, if it 
be fupported by common fenfe. Thus much 
at leaft is evident, that your demands will be 
fo fuccefsful, as to procure a greater {hare 
than if you had made no fuch demand. I 
may frankly own to you, Leander, that J fre- 
quently derived uneafinefs from a familiarity 
with fuch perfons as defpifed every thing they 
could obtain with cafe. Were it not better, 
therefore, to be fomewhat frugal of our affabi- 
lity, at leaft to allot it only to the few perfons 
of ducerninent who can make the proper distinc- 
tion betwixt real dignity and pretended : To ne- 
glect thofe characters, which, being impatient to 
grow familiar, are at the fame time very far from ■ 
familiarity-proof : To have pofthumous fame in 
Vol. II. E view, 
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Tiew, which affords us the moft pleafing ]pnd(kip it 
To enjoy ihe arauferaent of reading, and the* 
confcioufnefs that reading paves the way to gene- 
ral efteem : To preferve a conftant regularity 
Of temper, and alfo of confHtution, for the Aiolt 
fart but little confident with a promifcuous in- 
tercourfe with m'en : Tofhuri all illiterate, though 
ever fo jovial affeihblies^ irifipid, perhaps, when 
prefent, and upon reflexion painful :' To medi- 
tate on thofe abfent or departed friends, who val- 
ine or valued ns for thofe' qualities with which 
they were, beft acquainted: To partake with 
fuch a friend as you, the 1 delights of a ftudiotft 
and rational retirement — Are not thefe the 
paths that read to happrnefs ? 

Is anfwer to this (for he feemed to feel fome 
Irate mortification) I obferved, that what we loft 
by familiarity in refpeft, was- generally made up 
to us by the affecoon it procured; and that an 
abfolute folitude was fo very contrary to our 
natures, that were he excluded from fociety, 
but for a fingle fortnight, he would be exhila- 
rated at the fight of the firfl beggar that he 
faw. 

What follows were thoughts thrown out in 

our further difcourfe upon the fubjeft ; without 

order 
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order or connexion, as they occur to my re- 
membrance. 

Some referve is a debt to prudence ; as free- 
dom and Simplicity of converfation is a debt to 
good-nature. 

There would not be any abfolute neceffity 
for referve, if the world were honefl : Yet, even 
then, it Would prove expedient. For in order to 
attain any degree of deference, it feems neceffary 
that "people fhould imagine you hare more ac- 
complifhmetits than you difcover. 

It is on this depends one of the excellencies 
of the judicious Virgil. He leaves you fome- 
thing ever to imagine : And iiich is the conlti- 
tution of the human mind, that we think fo 
highly of nothing, as of that whereof we do 
not fee the bounds. This, as. Mr. Burke ingeni- 
oufly obferves, affords the pleafure when we fur- 
vey a Cylinder *. And Sir John Suckling 
fays, 

* Treatift of die fublime ud t«aut3fnl. 

£ 2 They 
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They who know all the wealth they haw, 
are poor; 
. He's only rich who cannot tell his ftore. 

A Person that would fecure to himfelf great 
deference, will, perhaps, gain his point by filence, 
as effectually as by any thing he can fay. 

To be, however, a niggard of one's obferva- 
tions, is fo much worfe than to hoard' up one's mo- 
ney, as the former may be both imparted and 
retained at the fame time. 

Men oftentimes pretend to proportion their 
refpeft to real defert ; but a fupercilious referve 
and diftance wearies them into a compliance with 
more. This appears fo very manifeffc to many 
perfons of the lofty character, that they ufe no 
better means to acquire refpeft than like highway- 
men to make a demand of it. They will, like 
Empedocles, jump into the fire, rather than be- 
tray the mortal part of their characrer. 

It is from the fame principle of diftance that 
nations are brought to believe that their great 
duke knoweth all things ; as is the cafe in fome 
countries. 

Mem 
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Men, while no human form or fault they fee, 
Excufe the want of ev'n humanity j 
And eaftern kings, who vulgar view difdain. 
Require no worth to fix their awful reign. 
You cannot fay in truth what may difijrace 'em. 
You know in what predicament to place 'cm. 
Alas ! in all the glare of light reveal'd, 
Ev'n virtue charms us lefs than vice conceal'd! 
Eos. fome fmall worth he .had, the man was 

priz'd, 
He added fraoknefs— and he grew defpis'd. 

We want comets, not ordinary planets : 
" Tsedet quotidianarum harum formarum,'' 

Terence. 

Hunc ccelum, & ftellas, & decedentia certis 
Tempora momentis, funt qui formldine nulla, 
imbuti fpe&ent. 

Virtues, like effences, lofe their fragrance 
when expofed. They are fenfitive plants which 
will not bear too familiar approaches. 

Let us be. careful to diftinguifh modefty, 

which is ever amiable, from referve, which is only 

E 3 prudent, 
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prudent. A man is hated fomctimes for pride, 
when it was an excefs of humility gave the oc- 
cafion. 

What is often termed fhynefs, is nothing 
more than refined fenfe, and an indifference to 
common obfervations. 

The referred man's intimate acquaintance 
are, for the moft part, fonder of him, than the 
perfons of a more affable character, i. e. he 
pays them a greater compliment, than the 
other can do his, as he diftinguifties them 



It is indolence, and the pain of being upon 
one's guard, that makes one hate an artful cha- 
racter. 

The moft referred of men, that will not ex- 
change two fyjlabjes together in an Englifli cof- 
fee-houfe, fliould they meet at.lipahan, would 
drink {hcrbet, and eat a mefs of rice toge- 
ther. 

The man of fliew is rain: The referred 

man is proud more properly. The one has 

greater 
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greater depth, the other a more lively ima- 
gination — The one is more frequently refpefted, 
the other more generally beloved. The one 
a Qato : the other a Cxfar. Vide Salluft. 

What Ca-far faid of Rubicundos amo; pal- 
lidos timeo; may be applied to familiarity, and 
t© referve, 

A reserved man often makes it a rule to 
leave company with a good fpeech : And I believe 
fometimes proceeds fo fat as to leave company, 
becanfe he has made one. Yet it is his fate 
often, like the mole, to imagine bimfelf deep 
when he is near the furface. 

Were it prudent to decline this referve, and 
this horror of difclofing ibibles; To give np a 
pa*t of character to fecure the reft ? The world 
will certainly infill upon having fome part to 
pull to pieces. Let us throw out fome follies 
to the envious : As we give up counters to an 
highwayman, or a barrel to a whale, in order to 
fave one's money and one's ftrip : To let it make 
exceptions to one's head of hair, if one can efcape 
being (tabbed in the heart. 
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The referred man would drink double 



Prudent men lock up their motives, letting 
familiars have a key to their heart, or to their 
garden. 

A reserved man is in continual conflict with 
the focial part of his nature ; and even grudges 
himfelf the laugh into which he fometimes is 
betrayed. 

* Seldom he fmiles — 
" And fmiles in fuch a fort as he difdained 
" Himfelf — that could be moved to fmile at 
* any thing — 

" A fool and his words are foon parted ;" for 
fo would the proverb run. 

Common undeftandmgs, like cits in gardening, 
allow no wades to their picture. 

Modesty often panes for errant haughtinefs ; 
as what is deemed fpirit in an horfe proceeds 
from fear. 

The higher character a perfon fupports, the 
more he Ihould regard his rmnuteft aftions. 

4 The 
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The referred man fhould bring a certi- 
ficate of his honefty, before he be admitted into 
company. 

Reserve is no more effentially connected with 
underftanding, than a church-organ ■with devotion, 
or wine with good-nature*'. 

* These were no other than acolleftion of hints, when I 
' fropoCed to write a poetical eSay on Referve. 
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ON EXTERNAL FIGURE, 

THERE is a young gentleman in ray pa- 
rifh, who, on account of his fuperior e- 
qiupage, is efteemed univerfally more proud and 
more haughty than his neighbours. Tis frequent- 
ly hinted, that he is by no means entitled to fo 
fpiendid an appearance, either by his birth, his 
ftation, or his 'fortune ; and that it is, of con- 
fequence, mere pride that urges him to live be- 
yond his rank, pr renders him blind to the know- 
ledge of it. With all this fondnefs for external 
fplendo , he is a mod affable and ingenious.man; 
and for this reafon I am inclined to vindicate him, 
when thefe things are mentioned to his difad? 
vantage. 

In the Grft place, it is by no means clear, that 
drefs and equipage are fure figns of pride. Where 
it v joined with a fupercilious behaviour, it be- 
comes then a corroborative tcftiraony. But this 
is not always the cafe ; The refinements of lux- 
ury in equipage or a table, are perhaps as often 
the gratifications of fancy, as the confequence of 
an ambition to furpafs and eclipfe our equals. 
Whoever thinks that tafto has nothing to do here, 
I mult 
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mud confine the expreffion to improper limits ; 
affurcdly imagination may find it's account in 
them, wholly independent of worldly homage 
and confideratioDS mqre inyidious, 

In the warmth of friendship for this gentle* 
man, I am fometimes prompted to go farther. I 
infill, it is not birth or fortune only that give a 
perfim claim to a fplendid appearance ; that it 
may be conferred by other qualifications in which 
my friend is acknowledged to have a Chare 

2 have fometimes urged that remarkable inge- 
nuity, any great degree of merit in learning, arts 
or fciences, are a more reafonable authority foe 
a fplendid appearance than thofe which are com- 
monly prefumed to be fo. That there is fomc- 
thiug more perfonal in this kind of advantages 
than in rank or fortune will not be denied : and 
furely there ought to be fome proportion obfen- 
ed betwixt the cafe and the thing enclofed. The 
propenfity of rich and worthlefs people to ap- 
pear with a fplendour upon all occafions, puts 
one in mind of the country ihop-keeper who 
gilds his boxes in order to be the receptacle of 
fcitch or tobacco. ' Tis not unlike the manage- 
ment at our theatres royal, where you fee a piece 
of candle honored with a crown. 

I HAVE 
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I have generally confidered thofe as privileged 
people, who are able to fupport the character 
they affume. Tbofe who art incapable of finn- 
ing, bat by drefs, would do well to confider that 
the contntfte betwixt them and their cloathes 
turn* out much to their difadvantage. Tis on 
this account I hare (bmeomes obferved with plea- 
fure fome noblemen of immenfe fortune to drefs 
exceedingly plain, 

Ir. drefs be only allowable to perfons of fami- 
ly, it may then be confidered as a fort of famHy- 
livery, and Jack the groom may with equal juft- 
ice pride himfelf upon the gawdy wardrobe bis 
matter gives him. Nay more — For a gentleman, 
before he hire a fervaht, will require fome tefti- 
inony of his merit ; whereas the matter challenges 
his own right to fplendour, that' poffeffed of no 
merit at all. 

Upon my prefent fcheme of drefs, it may feent 
to anfwer fome very good purpofei. It is then 
eftablilhed on the fame foundation, as the judge's 
robe and the prelate's lawn. If drcls were only 
snthorized in men of ingenuity, we fhould find 
many aiming at, the previous merit, in hopes of 
the 
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the fubfequent diftinftion. The finery of an 
empty fellow would reader him as ridiculous as 
a ftar and garter would one never knighted i And 
men would ufe as commendable a diligence <o 
qualify themfelvcs for a brocaded waiftecoat, or a 
gold muff-box, as they now do to procure them- 
felves a right of inventing their limbs in laws or 
ermine. We Ihould not efteera a. man a coxcomb 
for his drefs, till, by frequent conTerfatioa, wc 
difcovered a flaw in his title. If he was incapa- 
ble of uttering a bon mot, the gold upon his 
coat would feem foreign to bis circumflances. A 
man fliould not wear a French drefs, till he could 
giye an account of the belt French authors; and 
mould be verfed in all the oriental languages 
before he Ihould prefume to wear a diamond. 

It may be urged, that men of the greatefl me- 
rit may not be able to fhew it in their drefs, on 
account of their flender income. But here it 
fliould be confidered that another part of the 
world would find their equipage fo much re- 
duced by a fumptuary law of this nature, that 
a very moderate degree of fplendour would 
diftinguifh them more than a greater does at 
prefent. 

1 What 
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What I propofe however upon the whole is, 
that men of merit {hould be allowed to drefe 
in proportion to it; but this with the privilege 
of appearing plain, whenever they found an ex- 
pediency in fo doing : As a nobleman lays afide 
.his garter, when he fees no valuable confequence 
in the difcorery of his quality, 
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A CHARACTER. 

• Animas nil magna? laudis egentes." 

THERE is an order of perfcfts in the 
world whofe thoughts never deviate from 
the common -road; whatever events occur, what- 
ever objefts prefent themfelves, their obfervati- 
ons are as uniform, as though they were the coa- 
fequcnce of inftinft. There is nothing places 
thefe men in a more infignificant point of 
light, than a'comparifon of their ideas with the 
refinements of fome great genius. I {hall only 
add, by way of reflexion, that it is people of this 
ftamp, that, together with the founded health, of- 
ten enjoy the greateft equanimity : their paffions, 
like dull fteeds, being the leaft apt to endanger, 
or mitguide them : yet fuch is the fatality ! Men 
bf genius are often expefled to aft with mod dif- 
tfretion, on account of that very fancy Which is 
their greateft impediment, 

I Was taking a view of Weftminfter abby, with 
ah old gentleman of exceeding honefty, but the 
fame degree of underftanding, as that I have d<- 
■fcribcd. 

There 
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These had nothing pafled in our Way thither, 
befide the cuftomary falutations, and an endea- 
vour to decide with accuracy upon the prefent 
temperature of the weather. On paifing over 
the threshold, he obferved with an air of thought- 
fulnefs, that It was a brave antient place. 

I told him, I thought there was none more 
fuitable, to moralize upon the futility of all 
earthly glory, as there was none -which contain- 
ed the aihes of men that had acquired a greater 
{hare of it. On this he gave a nod of appro- 
bation, but did not feem to comprehend me. 

Silence enfued for many minutes; when hav- 
ing had time to refleft upon the monuments of 
men famous in their generations, he ftood col- 
lected in himfelf; alluring me " there was no 
" fort of excellence could exempt a, man from 
" death." 

I applaudep the juftice of his obfervation; 
and faid, k was not only my prefent opinion, but 
had been fo for a number of years. " Right," 
fays he, * and for my own part I feldom love to 
" publifli my remarks upon a fubjeft, till. I have 
* had 
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* had them confirmed co me by a long courfe of 
■ experience." 

• This lift maxim, fomewhat beyond his ufual 
depth, occafioned a filence of fome few minutes. 
The fpring had been too much bent to recover 
immediately it's wonted vigour. We had taken 
fome few turns, up and down the left hand ayle, 
when he caught fight of a monument fomewhat 
larger than the reft, and more calculated to make 
impreffion upon an ordinary imagination. As I 
remember, it was raifed to an anceftor of the D. 
of Newcaftle. * Well," fays he, with an air of 
cunning, " this is indeed a fine piece of work- 
" mamhip ; but I cannot conceive this finery is 
" of any Ggnification to the perfon buryed there." 
I told him, I thought not, and that, under a no- 
tion of refpect to the deceafed, * people were 
frequently impofed upon by their own pride and 
affectation. 

We were now arrived at the monument of 
Sir George Chamberlain j where my friend had 
juft pcrufed enough to inform him that he was 
an eminent phyfician, when he broke out with 
precipitation, and as tho' fome important difco- 
very had {truck his fancy on a hidden. I liften- 
ed to him with attention, till I found him labour- 
..-.Vol.II. F , ing 
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jng to infinuate thai phyficians dicmfclvci could 

not fave their lives when their time was come 

H E liad not proceeded many fteps from it be- 
fore he beckoned to our Gceroni. " Friend," 
fays he, pointing with his cane) " how long has ' 
w that gentleman been dead?" The man fct hint 
right in that particular ; after which putting on 
a woeful countenance, " Well," lays he, " to be- 
« hold how fall: time flies away ! 'Tis but a iinall 
" time to look back upon, fince he and I met at 
" the Devil *. Alas," continued he, * We flaall 
• never do fo again ;" Indulging myfelf with a 
pun that efcaped me on a fudden, I told him I 
hoped not ; and immediately took my leave. 

This old gentleman, as I have unce heard, 
paffed his life chiefly in the country; where it • 
faintly participated either of pleafure or of pain. 
His chief delights indeed were fenfual, but thofc 
of the lefs vigorous kind, an afternoon's pipe, 
an evening walk, or a nap after dinner. His death, 
which happened, it feems, quickly after, was oc- 
tafioned by an uniform application to Boftock's 
cordial, whatever his cafe required. Indeed his. 
difcourfe, when any complained of ficknefs, was, 

* A weB known frvcra Mar Tempi* Bar, 

.» a tittle' 
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a little exuberant in the praifes of this noble cath- 
artick. But his diftemper proving of a nature 
to which this remedy was wholly foreign, as welt 
as this precluding the life of a more effectual re 
cipei he expired, not without the charafter.of a 
tnoft confidence perfon. I find by one part of 
his will, he obliged his heir to confume a certain 
cjtiantity of ale among his neighbours, on the <&y 
he Was born ; and by another, left a ring of bells 
to the church adjoining to his garden. It looks 
as if the old gentleman had not only an averfion 
to much reflexion in himfelf, but endeavoured to 
provide againft it in nicceeding generations. 

t have heard that he fometimes boafted that 
he Was a diftant relation of Sir Roger de Govcrly. 
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AN OPINION OF GHOSTS. 

IT is remarkable how much the belief of 
ghofts and apparitions of perfons departed, 
has loft ground within thefe fifty years. Thil 
may perhaps be explained by the general growth 
of knowledge ; and by the confequent decay of 
fuperftition, even in thofe kingdoms, where it is 
molt efTentially interwoven with their religion. 

The fame credulity which difpofed the mind 
to believe the miracles of a popilh faint, fet aftde 
at once the imerpofition of reafon ; and produced 
a fondnefs for the marvellous, which it was the 
prieft's advantage to promote. 

It may be natural enough to fuppofe that a 
' belief of this kind might fpread in the days of 
popifh infatuation. A belief, as much fupported 
by ignorance, as the ghofts themfelves were in- 
debted to the night. 

But whence comes it that narratives of this 
kind have at any time been given, by per- 
fons of veracity, of judgment, and of learning I 
Men neither liable to be deceived themfelves, 
nor 
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nor to be fufpe&ed of an inclination to deceive 
others, though it were their intereft ; nor who 
could be fuppofed to have any intereft in it, even 
though it were their inclination. 

Here feems a further explanation wanting than 
what can be drawn from fuperftition. 

I go upon a iuppofition, that the relations 
themfelves were falfe. For as to the arguments 
fometimes ufed in this cafe, that had' there been 
no true milling there had been no counterfeit, it 
feems wholly a piece of fophiftry. The true 
milling here, {hould meanJthe living perfon ; and. 
the counterfeit refemblance, the pofthumous fi- 
gure of him, that either ftrik.es our fenfes, or 
«ur imagination, 

Supposing no ghoft then ever appeared, is it 
a cpnfequence that no man could ever imagine 
that they faw the figure of a perfofldeceafed? 
Surely thofe, who fay this, litde know the force, 
the caprice, or the defefts of the imagination. 

Persons after a debauch of liquor, or under 
the influence of terror, or in the deliria of a fe- 
ver, or in a fit of lunacy, or erea walkingjn their 
fleep, 
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fleep/havc had their brain as deeply imprefled 
with chimerical reprefentauons, as they could 
poffibly have been, had thefe reprefehtatiotw 
ftruck their, fenfes. 

. I have mentioned but a few inftances, where-; 
in the brain is primarily affected. Others may 
be given, perhaps not quite fo common, where 
, the ftronger pajfions, either acute or cronkal, 
have imprefled their objeft upon the brain; and 
this in fo lively a manner, ae to leave the vH«> 
nary no room to doubt of their real prefence. 

How difficult then mult it be to undeceive a 
perfon as to objects thus imprinted ? Imprinted, 
abfolutely with the fame force as their eyes them* 
felves could have pourtrayed them! And how 
many perfo'ns mud there needs be, who could, 
never be undeceived at all 1 

Some of thefe caufes might not improbably: 
have given rife to the notion of apparitions ( 
and when the notion had been once promul- 
gated, it had a natural tendency to produce more . 
inftancef. 

The 
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The gloom of night, that was produce of 
terror, would be naturally produtpvc of appa- 
ritions. The event confirmed it. 

The paflion of grief for a departed friend, 
of horror for a murdered enemy, of remorie for 
a wronged teftator, of love for a miftrefs killed 
by inconftancy, of gratitude to a wife for long 
fidelity, of defire to be reconciled to one who 
dyed at variance, of impatience to vindicate what 
. was falfely conitrued, of propenfity to confult 
with an advifer, that is loft.— The more faint as- 
well as the more powerful pafiions, when bear- 
ing relation to a perfbn deceafed, have often, I 
fancy, with Concurrent eircumftances, beenjitffi-. 
cient to exhibit the dead tQ the living, 

But, what Is more, there feems no other ac- 
count that is adequate to the cafe as I have dat- 
ed it Allow this, and you have at once a reafon, 
why the moft upright may have publifhed a falf- 
hood, arid the moil judicious, confirmed an ab* 
furdity. 

Supposing then that apparitions of this jcind 
may haye fome real ufe in God's moral govern- 
ment : 
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ment : Is not any moral purpofe, for which they 
may be employed, as effectually anfwered on my 
fuppofitkra, as the other ? for furely it cannot be 
of any importance, by what means the brain re- 
ceives thefe images. The effeft, the conviction, 
and the refolution confequent, may be jmt the 
fame in either of the cafes. 

Such appears, to me at leaft, to be the true 
exillence of apparitions. ' 

The reafons againft any external apparition; 
among others that may be brought, arc thefe 
that follow. 

They are, I think, never feen by day; and 
darknefs being the feafon of terror and uncer* 
tainty, and the imagination lefs retrained, they 
are never vifible to more than one perfon : 
which had more probably been the cafe, were 
not the vifion internal. 

They have not been reported to have ap- 
peared thefe twenty years. What cauie can be 
affigned, were their exillence real, for fo great a 
change as their difcontinuance ? 

The 
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The caufe of fuperfthion has loft ground 
for this laft century; the notion of ghofts has 
been, together, exploded : A reafon why the 
imagination ftiould be lefs prone to conceive ' 
them; but not a reafon why they themfelves 
fliould ceafe, 

' Most of thofe, who relate that thefe fpec- 
tres have appeared to them, have been perfonj 
either deeply fuperftitious in other refpefls; 
of emhufiaftick imaginations, or ftrong paffioni 
which are the confequence; or elfe have al- 
lowedly felt fome perturbation at the time, 

Some few inftances may be fuppofed, where 
the caprice of imagination, fo very remarkable 
in dreams, may have prefented fantafms to thofe 
that waked. I believe there are few but can 
recolleft fome, wherein it has wrought miftakes 
at leaft equal to that of a white-horfe for a wind? 
|ng flieet. 

To conclude. As my hypothefis fuppofes 

the chimera to give terror equal to the reality, 

pur bell means of avoiding it, is to keep a 

ftrift 
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ftrift guard over our paffions To avoid in- 
temperance, as we would a charnel-houfe ; and 
by making frequent appeals to cool reaibn and 
coramon-fenfe, fecurc to ourfelves the property , 
Ipf a well regulated iniagiaatictn, 
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ON CARDS. A Fragmemt, 



#### We had paffed oar evening with fome 
certain perfons famous for their tafte, their learn- 
ing, and refinement .■ But, as ill luck would have 
it, two "fellows, duller than the reft, had con- 
trived to put themfelves tlpon a level by intro- 
ducing A GAME AT CAB.DI. 

'Ti s a fign, faid he, the world is far gone in 
abfurdity, or furely the fafluon of cards could be 
accounted no fmall one. Is it not furprizing that 
men of fenfe Cbould fubmit to join in this idle 
cuftom, which appears originally invented to fup- 
ply it's deficiency ? But fuch is the fatality ! im- 
perfections give rife to faihions ; and are follow- 
ed by thofe who do not labour under the defects 
that introduced them. Nor is the hoop the only 
inftance of a fafttiori invented by thofe who found 
their account in it ; and afterwards countenanc- 
ed by others to whole figure it was prejudi- 
cial. 

How 
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How can men who Talue themfelves upon 
their reflexions, give encouragement to a pra&ice. 
Which puts an end to thinking ? 

X intimated the old allufion of the bow 
that acquires frelh vigour by a temporary re- 
laxation. ^ 

He anfwercd, this 'might be applicable, pro- 
tided I could fhew, that cards did not require the 
pain of thinking ; and merely exclude from it, 
the profit and the pleasure, 

Cards, if one may guefe from their firft ap. 
pearance, feem invented for the ufe of children j 
and, among the toys peculiar to infancy, the bells, 
the whiftle, the rattle, and the hobby-horfe, 
deferred their fliare of commendation. By de- 
grees, men, who came neareft to children in 
onderftanding, ' and want of ideas, grew ena- 
moured of the ufe of them as a fuitable enter- 
tainment. Others alfo, pleafed to refleft on the 
innocent part of their lives, had recourfe to this, 
amufement, as what recalled it to their minds. 
A (cnott of villains encreafed the party ; who 
regardlefs 
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rtgardlefs of that entertainment which the fort 
mer feemed to draw from cards, confidered then) 
in a more ferious light, and made ufe of them 
as a more decent fubftitute to robbing on the 
road, or picking pockets. But men who pro- 
pofe to themfelves a dignity of character, where 
will you find their inducement to this kind of 
.game - ? For difficult indeed were jt to determine, 
whether it appear more odious among {harpers, 
or more empty and ridiculous among perfons of 
character. 

Perhaps, replied I, your men of wit and 
fancy may favour this diverfion, as giving occa- 
fion for the crop of jeft and witucifra, which 
naturally enough arifes from the names and cir- 
cumstances of the cards. 

He faid he would allow this as a prbper 
motive, in cafe the men of wit and humour would 
accept the excufe themfelves. 

In wort, fays he, as perfons of ability are 
capable of fumilhing out a much more agree- 
able entertainment, when a gentleman offers 
4 me 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



IB ESSAYS ONMEli, 

toe cards, I (hall efteem it as his private opn 

cion that I have neither fenfe nor fancy. 

I a-sked how much he had loft — tlis art* 
fwer was, he did not much regard ted pieces ; 
but that it hurt him to have fquandered them 
away on cards ; and that to the lofs of a con' 
verfatioiv for which ha would have gnctf 
twenty* 
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ON HYPOCRISY. 

WERE hypocrites td pretend to no on* 
common fanflity, their want of merit 
would be left difcoverable. But preteofions or* 
this nature bring their chara&ers upon the car- 
pet. Thofc who endeavour to pafs for the lights 
of the world mull expeft to attract the eyes of 
it. A fmall bleraiih is more- eafily difcoverable 
In them, and more juftly ridiculous than a- much 
greater in their neighbours. A fmall blcmifh 
alfo prefents a clue, which very often conduQa 
us through the mod intricate mazes and dark re- 
cedes of their character. 

Notwithstanding the evidence of this, 
how often do we fee pretence cultivated in pro- 
portion as virtue is neglected ! As religion fiuks 
in one fcale, pretence is exalted in the other. 

PB.RH a.p a there is not a moce ene&ualkey to the 
difcovety of hypocrify than a'cenforious temper. 
The manpoffefledof real virtue, knows the difficul- 
ty of attaining it; and is, of courfe, more inclined to 
phy others, who happen to fail k thepurfuit. The 
hypo* 



^■^bv Google 



go l-SSAYS ON'MEU, 
hypocrite, on the other hand, having never trod 
the thorny path, is lefs induced to pity thofewho 
defert it for the flowery one. He expofes the 
unhappy viflim without compunftion, and even 
witK a kind of triumph ; not confidering that vice 
is the proper object of companion j or that pro- 
penfity to cenfure is almoft a worfe quality than 
any it can expofe. 

Clelia was born in England, of Romilh "pa- 
rents, about the time of the revolution. She 
feemed naturally framed for love, if you were 
to judge by her external beauties j but if you 
build your opinion on her outward conduft, you 
would have deemed her as naturally averfe to 
it. Numerous were the garcoos of the polite 
and gallant nation, who endeavoured to over- 
come her prejudices, and to reconcile her man- 
ners to her form. Perfons of rank, fortune, 
learning, wit, youth, and beauty fued to her ; 
nor had ftie any reafon to quarrel with love for 
the fhapes in "which he appeared before her. 
Yet in vain were all applications. Religion was her 
only object; and Ihe feemed refolved to pafs her 
days in all the auflerities of the moll rigid con- 
vent. To this purpofe (he fought out an abbefs 
that prefided over a nunnery in Languedoc, a 
fmall community, particularly remarkable for 
extra- 
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extraordinary inftances of felf-denial. The ab- 
befs herfelf exhibited a perfon in which chafti- 
"*y appeared indeed not very meritorious. Her 
ehara&er was perfectly well known before fhe 
went to prefide over this little fociery. .Her 
virtues were Indeed fuch as fhe thought mod 
convenient to her circumftances. Her fafts 
were the eireft of avarice, and her devotions of 
the fpleen. She confidered the cheapnefs of 
houfe-keeping, as , the great reward of piety, 
and added profufenefs to the feven deadly fins. 
She knew fack-cloth to be cheaper than brocade, 
and allies, than fwect powder. 

Her heart fympathized with every cup that 
Was broken, and fhe inflituted a faft for each 
domeftick misfortune. She had converted her 
larder into a ftudy, and the greater part of her 
library confuted of manuals for failing - days. 
By thefe arts, and this 1 Way of life, fhe feemed to 
enjoy as great a freedom from inordinate de- 
Gres, as the pcrfons might be fuppofed to do 
who were favored with her fmiles, or her con- 
verfation. 

To this lady was Clelia admitted, and after the 
year of probation affumed the veil. 
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Ahomg many others who had folSctted her 
notice, before file became a member of this 
convent, wasLeander, a young phyfician of great 
learning and ingenuity. His perfonal accom- 
pliflbments were at leaft equal 'to thofe of any of 
his rivals, and his paffion was fuperior. He urged 
in his behalf all that wit, infpired by Fondnefs, 
and recommended by perfon, drefs, and equipage, 
could infinuate j but in vain. She grew angry 
at follicitationa with which fhe refolded never to 
comply, and which flie found fo difficult, tj> 
evade. 

But Clelia now had aflumed the veil, and 
Leander was the mod miferable of mortals. He 
had not fo high an opinion of his fair one's fanftity 
and zeal, as fome other of her admirers : But he 
had a conviction of her beauty, and that alto- 
gether irrefiftible. His extravagant paffion had 
produced in him a jealoufy that was not cafily 
eluded. 

* At regina dolos— 

* Quid non feutit amor ?* 

He 
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Hk had dbferved W* tniftrefe go more frequent- 
ly to her confeffor, a young and blootnihg eccle- 
fiaftic, than Was, perhaps, necelTary for fo much 
Srpparefit purity, or, as he thought^ conflftent 
with it tt was enough to put a lover on the 
Hck, and it had this effe£ upon Leander. His 
tiifpicions were by no means leflened; when he 
found the convent to which Clelia had given the 
jfrefereftce before all other 1 *, was one where this 
Noting friar iupplied a coofeffiooal chair. 

. It happened that Leander was brought to 
ibc abbefs in the capacity of a phyfitian, and 
ha had one more opportunity offered him of be- 
holding Clelia through the gratt. 

S»£i quite fhockdd at his appearance, biirft 
mi into a fudden rage, inveighing bitterly againft 
his pf dliiSpiion, and calling loudly on the name 
Or* the blcffed virgin and the holy frier. The 
tdftvent was, in thof t, alarmed ; nor was Clelia 
capable of being pacified till the good mas was 
tailed, m order to allay, by fuitable applications, 
the emotions railed by this unexpected inter- 
view. 

G 2 Leandei 
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Leander grew daily more convinced, that it 
was not only verbal communications which paffed 
between Clelia and the, friar. This, however, 
he did not think himfelf fully warranted to 
difclofe, till an accident, of a Angular nature, 
gave him an opportunity of receiving more ample 
teftimony. 

The confeffor had a favorite fpaniel, which 
he had, loft for fome time, and was informed at 
length that he was killed, at a village in the neigh- 
bourhood, being evidently mad. The friar was 
at firfl not much concerned ; but in a little time 
recollected that the dog had fnapped his fingers 
the very day before his elopement A phyfician's 
advice was thought expedient on the occafion, 
and Leander was the next phyfician. He told 
him with great franknefe, that no prescription 
he could write, had the fanftion of fo much ex- 
perience as immerfion in fea-water. The friar, 
therefore, the next day fet forward upon his jour- 
ney, while Leander, not without a mifchievous 
kind of Satisfaction, conveys the following lines 
to Clelia, 



My 
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" My charming Clelia, 

« Though I yet love you to diftraction, I 
" cannot but fufpeft that you have granted 
u favors .to. your confefior, which, you might, 

* with greater innocence, have granted to Le- 

* ander. All I have to add is this, that a- 

* morons, intercourfes of this nature, which 
■ you have enjoyed with friar. Laurence, put 
" you under the like neceffity with him of feek- 

* ing a remedy in the ocean. 

"Adieu! Leander!" 

Imagine Clelia guilty, and then imagine her 
confulion. To rail was infignificanr, and to blame 
her phyfician was abfurd, when me found herfelf 
under a neceffity of purfuing his advice. The 
whole fociety was made acquainted with the jour- , 
ney fhe was undertaking, and the caufes of 
it. It were uncharitable to fuppofe the whole 
community under the fame conftraint with the 
unhappy Clelia. However,' the greater part 
thought it decent to attend her. Some went as 
her companions, fome for exercife, foine for 
amufement, and the abbefs, herfelf as guardian 
Q 3 of 
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of her train, and concerned in her focicty's mifV 

fortunes. 

What ufe Leander made of his difcoyery is, 
pot known. Perhaps when he had been fnecefe- 
ful in banifliing the hypocrite, he did not (hew 
himfelf very follicitqus in bis endeavors to reform, 
fhefinner, 

JJ. B. Written when I west to be dipped, ifl 
tb,c ij|t-water. 
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ON VANITY, 

HISTORY preferves the memory of em- 
pires and of ftates, with which it necef- 
farily interweaves that of heroes, kings, and 
ftatefmen. Biography affords a place to the 
remarkable characters of private men. There 
are likewi/e other fubordinate teftimonies, 
which ferve to perpetuate, at leaft prolongs 
the memories of men, whofe characters and 
Nations give them no claim to a place In ftory, 
For inftance, when a perfon fails of making that 
figure in the world, which he makes in the eyes 
of his own relations or hunfelf, he is rarely dig- 
nified any farther than with his picoire whilft he 
is living, of with an infeription upon his monu- 
ment after his deceafe. Infcriptions have been 
fo fallacious, that we begin to exped little from 
them befide elegance of ftyle. To inveigh againft 
the writers, for their manifeft want of truth, were 
as abfiird as to cenfure Homer for the beauties 
of an imaginary character — But even paintings, 
in order to gratify the vanity of the perfon who 
befpeaks them* are taught now-a-days, to flatter 
liks epitaphs, 

G 4 Falie- 
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Falsehoods upon a tomb or monument may 
be intitled to fome excufe in the affeftion, the gra- 
titude, and piety, of furviving friends. Even 
grief itfelf difpofes us to magnify the virtues of 
a relation,, as vifible objefts alfo appear larger 
through tears. But the man who through an idle 
vanity fuffers his features to be bely'd or ex- 
changed for pthers of a more agreeable make, 
may with great truth be faid to lofe his property 
in the portrait. In like manner, if he encourage 
.the painter to bely his drefs, he feems to trans-, 
fer his claim' to the man with whofe ftation his, 
affimied trappings, are connected.. 

I remember a bag-piper, whofe phyfiognomy 
was fo remarkable and familiar to a,club he at- 
tended, that it was agreed to have his picriire 
placed over their chimney-piece. There was 
this remarkable in the fellow, that he chofe al- 
ways to go barefoot, though he was daily offered 
a pair of. flioes. However, when the painter had 
, been fo exact as to omit this little piece of drefs, 
the fellow offered ail he had in the world, the 
whole produce of three night's harmony, to 
have thofe feet covered in the effigie, which he 
fo much.fcorned to cover in the original. Per- 
haps he thought it a difgface to his inftrument 
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to be eternized in the hands of (o much appa- 
rent poverty. However, when a perfon of low 
ftation adorns himfelf with trophies to which he 
has no pretentions to afpire, he fhould confider 
the pifture as aftually telling a lye to poltc- 
rity t 

The abfurdity of this is evident, if a perfon 
afiume to himfelf a mitre, a blue garter, or a. 
coronet, improperly; but ftation may be falfer 
fied by other decorations, as well as thefe. 

. But I am driven into this grave, difcourfe, on 
a fubjeft, perhaps, not very important, by a real 
fit of fpleea I this morning faw a fellow drawn 
in a night-gown of fo rich a fluff, that the exi 
pence, had he purchafed fuch a one, would more 
than half have mined him; and another cox- 
comb, feated by his painter in a velvet chair, 
whq. would have been furprized at thedeference 
paid him, had he been offered a cufluon. 

— — - Gaudent praenomine molles 
Auriculae — — — 

It is a very convenient piece of knowledge 

for a perfon upon .a journey, to know the com- 

pdlations with which \i is proper to addrefs tbofe 

■ he 
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he happens to meet by his way. Sense accuracy 
here may be of U& to him who would he well 
directed either in the length or the tendency of his 
road; or be freed from any itinerary difficulties 
incident to thofe who do not know the country, 
It may not be indeed imprudent to accoft a paf- 
fenger with a title fuperior to what he may ap-» 
pear to claim, This will feldom fail to diffufe a 
wonderful alacrity En his countenance ; and be, 
perhaps, a method of figuring you from any 
miftake of greater importance. 

I was led into thefe obfervatiom by fome k>\-> 
Bcitudes I lately underwent, on account of my 
Ignorance in thefe peculiarities. Being fome* 
what more verfed.in books, than I can pretend 
to be in the orders of men, it was my fortune 
to undertake a journey, which I was to perform 
by means of enquiries. I had paffed a number 
of miles without any fort of difficulty, by help 
; of the manifold inltru&kms that had been- gireq 
me on my fetting out. At length being fome* 
thing dubious concerning my way, I met a per* 
fon, whom, from his nightcap and ftveral domeftic 
parts of drefs, I deemed to be of the neighi 
bourhood. His ftaiien of life appeared to me, 
to be what we call a genleman-farmer ; a fort of 
fubaltcrn character; in refpect of which,, the 
world 
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world fesniB not hwariably determined, it is in 
jhprt what King Charles the Secaadcfteemed the 
happieft of ail ftations ; fuperior to the toilibm 
taflc and ri4i«ulo»3 dignity of coaftablc; and as 
much inferior to the intricate prafliee and invi- 
dious deetGofls. of a joftjce of peace. * Honed 
, « man," f»y$ I, "be fogeod as, to inform me whe* 
f* ihw I am in the way wMirlington ?* Ho repli* 
ed, with a fiat of Mncfs, that he knew nvthiag 
1 ef the matter i and turned away with as wefc 
difguft, as, though I had called bhn rague op 
rafcal. 

I did not. readily penetrate the caufe of hi* 
difpleafure, but proceeded on my way with 
hopes, tQ find other means of information. The 
. pext I met was a young fellow, drtjffed in all the 
pride pf rural fprucenefs ; and, befide him, walk- 
ed a girl In a. drefs, agreeable to that of her 
companion. As I prefumed him by no means 
averfe to appear eonfiderable in the eyes of his 
miftrefs, I fuppofed a compliment might not be 
difagreeable ; and enquiring the road to Mirling- 
ton, addreffed him by the name of " Honefty. ,, 
The fellow, whether to fliew his wit before his 
miftrefs, or whether he was difpleafed with my 
familiarity, I cannot tell, directed me to follow a 
part of my face (which I was well aflhred could 
; ' be 
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be no guide to me) and that other parts would 

follow of confequenee. x 

The next I met, appeared, by his look and 
gait, to ftaod high in his own opinion. I there- 
fore judged the beft way of proceeding was to 
adapt my phrafe to his own ideas, and- fainting' 
him by the name of Sir, deured to obtain fome 
infight into my road. . My gentleman, without 
hefltation, gave me ample inftpuctions for the 
reft of my journey. 

1 passed on,, mufing with myfelf, why an ap- 
pellation relative to fortune fliould be preferred 
to. one founded on merit ; when I happened to. 
behold a gentleman examining a fun-dial in his 
garden, " Friend," fays I, " will you tell me 
" what a clock it is P* He made me no fort of 
anfwer, and feemed as much diflatisfied with my 
openaefs of temper, as with the confidence I 
placed in his— The refufal of an anfwer in 
this cafe, was not of much importance. I pro-, 
ceeded on my way, and happened to meet a very 
old woman, whom I determined to accoft by the 
appellation of Bame ; and withal wiflied her a 
good night. 

But 
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But, alas! (be feemed (a little plcafcd frith 
the manner of my addrefs, ■ that flie returned 
me no manner of thanks for my kind withes 
as to her repofe. It is not clear whether my 
phrafe was faulty, in regard to her dignity, or 
in refpeft of her age. But it is Tery probable 
Hie might conclude it an impropriety in refpeS 
of both. 

I had by this time found the inconvenience 
of an utter ignorance in rural diftinctions. The 
future part of my journey afforded- me yet 
further means of conviction. I was expofed to 
the danger of three quickfands, by calling a 
girl " fweetneart", inltead of madam; and was 
within a foot of ruining down a precipice, by 
calling another, * Forfooth," who might eafily 
have told me how to avoid it. 

In fliort, I found myfelf well or ill ufed, as 
I happened, or not, to fuit my falutauons to 
-people's ideas of their own rank. Towards the 
laft part of my ftage, I was to pafs a brook, 
fo much fwclled by land-floods, that the proper 
way through it was undiftinguUhable. A well- 
. dreffed gentleman was paffing a bridge on iqy 
left- 
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left-hand ft was here of much importance for 
mc to fucceed in my enquiry: I was, therefore; 
meditating within m'yfclf which might be the 
inoft endearing of nil appellations j and at hull 
beibugbt him to give ntc fame ieftru&ions, undo* 
the name of " Houcft Friend." He wu not 
fecmmgly fo much pleafedj a* I affwed rtyfdf 
he would be, and trudged onward without re* 
ply. After this, I had not gone many ftep* {outf 
of the path, for fo it proved) before I found my- 
felf and horft plunged headlong iii the brobk ; 
wd my late hoflefl friend in a laughter at otr 
downfall. 

1 &ad£ a Ihirt, however, t6.recover both nrf>' 
felf andhorfe, and, after a few more difficulties 
arrived at the end of my journey.' X have fiace 
inade ftrift enquiry into the due application of 
fuch inferior titles, and may, perhaps, commu- 
nicate them to you, on fome future occafion; In' 
the mean rime, you may ( if you pleafe,- confider 
(he vaft importance of fuperior titles, when theft 
is no one fo inconfiderable, but there is alfo a 
mind that it eau influence/ 

WheS you refteft upcn this fubjeft, you will/ 

perhaps, be left feTere on your friend *- 

who, 
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who, you tell me, is now trafficking for this 
fpedes of dignity. 

- Learh to be wife then fr*n others ham ; 
and do Dot forget to obferre decorum, on every 
occafion that you may hare to addrefa him for 
the future. Pretend ho more at the dofe of 
your epiftte to be his faithful fervant, much 
lefs hia affeftionate one. Tender your fervicea 
-with great refpeft if you do not chufe to do it 
with profound veneration. He will certainly 
have bo more' to do, with fincerity and truth* 
Remember, 

* Male u palpere, recalcitrat," 
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ON MODESTY AND 
IMPUDENCE. 

WHEN a man of genius does not print, 
he difdovers himfelf by nothing more 
than by his abilities in difpute. However let 
him fliew folidity in his opinions, together with 
cafe, elegance, and vivacity in his expreffions, 
yet if an impudent face be found to baffle him, 
he fliall be judged inferior in other refpe&s. I 
mean he will grow cheap in mixed company : for 
as to feleft judges, they will form their opinions 
by another fcale: with thefe, a fingle epiftle, 
penned with propriety, will more effectually prove 
his wit, than an hundred defefts in his conven- 
tion will demonftrate the reverie. 

Tis true there is nothing difplays a genius, I 
mean a quickneft of genius, more than a difpute ; 
as two diamonds, encountering, contribute to each 
other's luftre. But perhaps the odds is much a- 
gainfl the man of tafte in this particular. 

Bashfulness is more frequently connected 

with good fenfe, than we find affurance: and 

4 impudence 
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impudence, on the other hand, is often the mere 
eflecl of downright ftupidity. On this account 
the man of .genius has as much the advantage of 
his antagonist, as a race-horfe, carrying a {"mail 
.weight) has oyer his rival that bears a larger i 
jnodefty, like, the weight to which I allude, not 
fuflering its owner to . exert his real ftrength, j 
.which efirontery is allowed to do, without lew or 
impediment, 

. It may be urged, and juftly enough, that 'tis" 
common to be partial to the modeft: man ; and 
that diffidence makes good amends for any re- 
straint it lays us under, by the prejudice it gives 
every hearer in pur favour. But indeed this can 
only happen, where it meets with the mod inge- 
nuous judges. Otherwife a laugh will carry the 
-day, with which the ignorant fide is generally 
bell accommodated. 

In order to put thefe antagonifls upon a fome- 
what more equal footing, I have invented the fol- 
lowing inflrument ; for the fple ftrufture and fale 
of which, I am not wiihout hopes of procuring 
a patent. What I mean, is an artificial laughter. 
.There are few fo little converfant in toys, but 
.mufb have feen inftruments mechanically framed 
10 counterfeit the voices of diflerent birds. The 
< Vol. II, ~H quail- 
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quail-pipe is brought to fuch perfeftion as evert 
to delude the very fpedes. The cuckow hat 
been mimicked with no lei's accuracy. Would it 
not then be an eafy matter to reprefent the laugh 
of this empty tribe, which has in itfelf fome- 
thiug artificial ; and is not more aflefted than it 
is particular. For the convenience of the perfbs 
that bears it, it's dunenfiom fhould be fo contriv- 
ed as that it might be played on in his pocket. 
Does it not feem feafible, that a laughter of this 
kind may be brought td atiiwer every purpofe of 
that noife which k refemblea? If there be occ* 
fion for an expletive, let the owner feek it in hit 
fobb ; as his antagonift would find his account in 
a loud oath or an empty pun. If there be need 
of a good founding cadence at the clofc of & 
common period, It may not be amifs to harmonize 
a fentence by what may be called a furifhmg* 
ftroke. This inftrument is fo contrived as te pro- 
duce all the variety of an human laugh ; and 
this variation is to be regulated, not by the na- 
ture of your fubjeft, nor the wit or humour oT 
a repartee, but by the difpofitkm of the compa- 
ny, and the proper minute for fuch an Interlude. 
But to become a mafter of the faid machine, 
let the candidate for applaufe frequent the com- 
pany of vociferous difputants ; among whom he 
may foon learn bow to perform a converfatioa., 
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One or two of thefe inftrurnems I hate al- 
ready fiaifeect, though net indeed to the perfec- 
tion, at which I expeft they may foon arrive. A 
gentleman vifited me t'other day who has the 
jufteft c{aim that can he, to the ufe of them ; 
having nothing So his character that can obfeure 
the greatefl merit, but the greater! modefty. I 
oorittpunicated my invention, defiring him to make 
tryal of it, op. the firft occafion. He did to, and 
when I faw hint next, gave me leave to publilh 
the following account of it's efficacy in my next 
.adveruierocur. The firft time I employed it, laid 
my friend, was in a fort of controverfy with a 
beau ; who had contrived means by the ufe of 
his fimiff-box, te f»pply both want of language and 
jpf thought. In this manner he prolonged his 
argumeat ; and really to the company, which 
csjutfted of ladies, difcovered more fagacity with- 
out thinking, than I could do by it's afliftance. 
1 bethought myfelf immediately of your inftru- 
meor, and had recourfe to it I obferved in what 
part of his difcourie he molt employed his rin- 
gers, and had fuddenly recourfe to mine, with 
equal emphafe, and fignincancy. The art wa$ 
Sot diicQvered, ere J had routed my antagonift ; 
having feated myfelf in a dark corner, where my 
operations were not difceraible. 1 obferved, that 
H 2 as 
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as he found himfclf more clofely preffed, he grew 
more and more affiduous in his application to his 
fnuff-box, much as an otter clofely purfued is fore- - 
ed to throw up bubbles that lho"w his diftrefs. I 
therefore difcovered gradually lefs and lefs occa- 
Gon for fpeaking ; and for thinking, none at all. 
I played only a flourish in anfwer to the argu- 
ment at his finger's ends j and after a while found 
him as mortal in this part as in any.other. "When 
his caufe was juft expiring, after a very long pur- 
suit, and many fruitlefs turnings and eTafions in 
the courfe of it, I founded my inilrument with as 
1 much alacrity, as a huntfman does his horn on the 
death of an hare. 

The next whom I engaged was a more formi- 
dable difputant ; and I own with a fenfe of gra- 
titude that your inilrument alone could render me 
a match for him. His ftrength of argument was 
•his ftrength of lungs ; and he was, unqueftion- 
•ably, an able antagonift. However, if your ma- 
chine put me upon a par with him, I think I may 
fay without vanity, that in point of reafon, I had 
'the upper hand. I {hall only add that as it was 
habitual for him to anfwer arguments by voci- 
feration, fo it became needlefs for me to give 
"him any anfwer of a better kind. 

Thus 
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Thus far my friend : I do not queftion but 
there will appear artifts, that fhall undertake to- 
inftruft the diffident, the fubmhUve, and the bafti- 
full, how to perform the whole gamut of orato- 
rical and rifible mufick : and as there is a kind 
of humorous laughter, which draws all others 
into it's own vortex, I need not here aflert that I 
would have this branch very much inculcated. 

Neither is this inftrument of importance in 
difpiite alone, or controverfy ; but wherever one 
man's faculties are more prone to laughter than 
another's. Trifles will burn; one man's fides, 
which will not difturb the features of another ; 
.and a laugh one cannot join, is almoft asirkfome 
as a lamentation. 'Tis like, a peal rung after a 
wedding ; where a whole parifli (hall be ftun- 
tied with noife, becaufe they want that occafion 
to rejoice, which the perfons at leall imagine to 
be their tot, that occafioned it. The founds are 
pleafingto their ears, who find them conformable 
to their own ideas ; but thofe who are not in tem- 
per, or unconcerned, find them a ftupefying re-. 
petition, 

When 
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When therefore my mind is not in tune With 
another's, what ftrikes his, will not vibrate on 
mine, All I then have to do, is to counterfeit a 
laugh ; which is an operation as artificial, as tho 
machine I hare been describing. 

The adrians of our lives, even thofe We caU 
molt important, feem as much fubjeet to trifles, ag 
our very lives therafelves. We frame many nqti 
able projects In imagination, Vfcd promife to OUT? 
felves an equal term of life. Tis. however in the 
power of the minuted accident, to fhorten the 
one, and difconcert the other. 'Tis with mankind 
as with certain fire-engines, whofe motion may be 
flopped in the midft of it's rapidity, by the h}tet 
pofitiop of ft raw in a particular part of them. 

The following tranflatiop from the original 
Spaniih, will fufficiently illuitrate the foregoing 
affextion. Don Pedro * * * * was one of the 
principal grandees of his age and .country. He 
had a genius equal to his birth, and a difpoutknf 
Remarkably contemplative. 'Twas his cuilom, 03 
this account, to retire from the world at ftated 
periods, and to indulge himfelf in all the mazes 
pf .a fine imagination,' It happened as he one 
day 
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day late in his ftudy, that he fixed his eye on a 
neighbouring fpider. The moil trivial objeft, 
fjf any natural object can be termed fo) ferved 
him frequently for the foundation of fome mo- 
f al and fuhlime reflection. He furveyed the crea- 
ture attentively, and indulged the bias of his 
thought, 'till he was loft in the excurfions of a 
profound reverie. The curious workmanftiip of 
this unregarded animal brought at once into his 
mind the whole art of fortification. He obferv- 
ed the deficiency of human ikill, and that nq 
cunning could have contrived her fo proper an 
habitation. He found that no violence could afr 
/eel the extremities gf her lines, but what was im- 
mediately perceptible, and liable to alarm her at the 
center. He obferved the road by which (he fak 
ly'd forth, ferved to convey intelligence from 
without, at the fame time that it added ftrength, 
and liability to the work within. He was at 
once iurprized and pleafed, with an object which, 
although' common, he happened not to have be- 
held in the fame light, or with the fame attenti- 
on. From this inftant he bene his thoughts upon 
the advancement of military fortification : And he 
pften would declare it was this trivial incident, 
that/gave turn a reli(h for that ftudy, which he 
*fecrwards pnrfued with fach application, and 
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He fpent in fhort fo much time upon the at- 
tainment of this fcience, that he grew as capable 
of executing any part of it, as fpeculation alone 
could render him.' Nothing wanted now, but 
practice, to compleat the fame of his abilities. 
That in ihort was his -next puffuir. He became 
defirous of experiencing, what had been fo fuc- 
cefsful in imagination, and to make thofe mural 
fallies, which had been attended there with vic- 
. tory. To this end he had little to do, but excite 
the ambition of his young monarch ; to enforce 
by teftimony of his friends his qualifications for 
the pod he fought ; and, on the firft delivery of 
his petition to obtain preferment frQm the king. 

Tins happened to be a time of the profound- 
eft tranquillity : little agreeable to a perfon eager 
of glory, furnifhed with fldll and confcious of a- 
bilities. Such was this ingenious noblemen. He 
well knew the ambition of princes, and of his 
monarch in particular. But he was not acquaint- 
ed with his own. That imperious and fubtle 
p'affion, is often moil predominant when 'tis leaft 
perceived". When' it once prevails in : any 'great 
degree, we find our reafon grow-' fnbfe'rvient, 
'and, mftea'd of checking of coiitradiffing, it ftoops 
' tg flatter,' and tto authorize it.' Inftead of unde- 
ceiving, 
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ceiving, flie confirms us in our error ; and even 
levels the mounds and ftuooths the obftructions, 
which it is her natural province to interpofe. This 
wasthecafeof DonPedro, The delicacy of his tafte 
encreafed his fenfibility ; and his ienfibili ty made him 
more a nave. The mind of man, like the finer parts 
of matter, the more delicate if is, naturally admits the 
more deep and the more vifible imprefiions. The . 
pureft fpirits are the fooneft apt to take the flame. 
J-et us therefore be the more candid to him, on.ac- 
count of die vivacity of his pafiions, feduced, as 
indeed be was, into very unwarrantable fchemes. 

He had in brief conceited a project to give 
his mailer an univerfal monarchy, He had cal- 
culated every article, with the utmoft labour and 
prec'ifion, and intended within a few days, to prc- 
fent his project to the king. 

Spain was then in a ftateof affluence; had a 
large army on foot ; together with means and op- 
portunities of raifing an immenfe one. 'Twere 
impaffible'tp anfwer for .the poffible 'events, that 
might deftroy . their hopes of fuch an enter- 
prize. . Difficulty often attends the execution of 
things the naoft feafible,and well€entrived in the- 
ory. ■ 3ut whoever was acquainted with the au- 
Ihor of this project, knew thepofture of affairs 
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in Europe at that time, die ambition of the. prioe^ 
and the many eircumftances that confpired to fa* 
tout it, might hare thought the prejsft would 
have been agreed to, put in practice, and, with* 
cot feme particular interpoution of fortune, been 
attended with fuccefs— But fortune did not put 
1 herfclf to any particular trouble about the 
matter. 

Don Pedro, big with Taft defigns, was one day 
walking in his fields. He was promifed the next 
morning an audience of the king. He was pre-i 
paring himjelf for a ponverfation, which might 
prove of fo moth cqnfcquence to. all mankind; 
when walking thoughtfully along and regardlefs 
of his path, his foot happened to. (tumble and to 
overturn an ant's-nett. He caft his eyes upon 
the ground to fee the occafion of his miftake, 
Where he fpyed the little animals in the mod 
■miferabje ©anfufion. He had the delicacy of 
fentircent, TO be Fe*Hy forry for what he had 
done ; and, putting bimfclf in their condition, 
began to refleft upon the confequence* Jt might 
he an age, w them, ore they could recover their 
.tranquillity. He viewed them with a fort of fmile 
.to find the anxiety they underwent for fuch pe- 
xtfhablc habitations. Yet he confidered that his 
contempt 
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sonteropt was only the effeft of his own fuperi- , 
oriry 5 and that there might be feme created be* 
rngs to whom his own fpecies muft appear as trU 
fling. His remark did net ceafe her*. He con- 
sidered his future enterprize, with an eye to 
ftich a race of beings. He fonnd it mult appear 
to them in a light as difadvantageout, as the am- 
bition and tain-glory of an ant would, to him* 
fclf. How ridiculous, he faid, muft tliis repub* 
lick appear to me, could I difcern its anions, as 
it has probably many, that are analogous to 
thofe of human nature. Suppofe them at con- 
tinual variance about the property of a grain of 
fand. Suppofe one, that had acquired a few 
fands more to his portion — as alfo one grain of 
Wheat, and one fmall particle of barley-flour, 
fhonld think himfelf qualified to tyrannize over 
his equals and to lord it, uncontrolled. Gander 
him, on this account, not contented to make ufe 
of the numerous legs with which nature has fup- 
plied him, born aloft by a couple of Haves with- 
in the hollow of an huik of wheat, five or fix 
others, at the fame time, attending folemnly upon 
the proceflioiL Suppofe i'laftly that, among this 
people, the prime "minuter fllould perftfade the 
reft » level war upon a neighbouring colony; 
and this in order to be (tiled the fovereign of two 
Jrilkxks, inftead of one j' while perhaps their 
j prefent 
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prefent condition leaves them nothing to wiih 
befide fuperfluities. At the fame time it is in 
the power of the mod inconfiderable among man- 
kind, nay qf any fpecies of animals fuperior to 
their own, to deftroy at once the minuter and 
the people altogether,; This is doubtlefs very ri- ■ 
dicukms, yet this is doubtleJs my own cafe ; in 
refpcft of many fubordinate beings, ' and very 
certainly of the fupreme one. Farewell then ye 
air-built, citadels! Farewell vifioos of un-folid 
glory J Don Pedro will feek no honour of fo e- 
quiTocal an acceptation, as to degrade his cha- 
racter to a fuperior fpecies, in proportion as it 
exalts him before his own. 

See here ajuftcbnclufion! In Jhort, he found - 
it fo fairly drawn, as immediately to drop his 
project lease the army, and retire : of which 
■whimfical relation it may be well enough obferv- 
ed, that a fpider had enflaved the world had not 
«in ant obftrufted his defign. 
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UPON ENVY. 

TO A FRIEND, R. G. 

W" H E N C E is h, my friend, that I fee! 
it impoffible to envy you, although here* 
after your qualifications may make whole millions 
do fo ? for, believe me, when I affirm, that I deem 
it much more fuperfluous, to with you honours 
to gratify your ambition, than to wilh yoa 
ambition enough, to make your honours fads' 
factory. 

It feems an hard cafe that envy fhould be 
the confequence of merit, at the fame time that 
fcorn fo naturally attends the want of it. TSs 
however in fome meafure perhaps unavoidable 
(and perhaps in fome fenfe an ufeful) paffion in 
all the moft heroic natures ; where, refined 
through certain ftrainers, it takes the name of 
emulation. 'Tis a pain arifing in our breafts, on 
contemplation of the fuperior advantages of ano- 
ther : And its tendency is truly good, under fome 
certain regulations. 

4 All 
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All honour, very evidently, depends upod 
companion ; and confequendy the more numerous 
are our fuperiors, the finaller portion of it falls' 
to our {hare. Confidered relatively, we are dwarfs, 
or giants ; though confidered abfblntely, we are 
neither* However the love of this relative gran- 
deur, is made a part of oar natures ; and the ale 
of emulation is to excite our diligence in purfuit 
of power, for the fake of beneficence. The in- 
ftancea of k's perverfion are obvious to every 
one's objuration. A vkioes mind, inftead of 
it's own emolument, ftudies the deWement of 
his fuparior. A peribo to pkafe one of this 
call, mult needs divefl himfelf of all ufefull qua- 
lities ; and in order to be beloved, difcover no- 
thing that is trucly amiable; One may very 
fa/ely fix our efteem on thoft whom we hear 
fomc people depreciate. Merit u to them as 
umformly odious, as the fun itfelf to the bird* 
of darknefs. An author, to jttdge of his own 
merit, may fix his eye upon this tribe of men; 
and iuffer his fittisfa&ion to arife in due propor- 
tion to their ducontent. Their difapprobatioa 
will fafikiently influence every generous boiom it} 
his favor : and I would as implicitly give my ap- 
plaufe to one whom they pull to pieces-; as the 
inhabitants 
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inhabitants of Pegu worflup thole, that have 
been devoured by apes. 

Tib another perverfion of this paffion, though 
t>f a lefs enormous nature, When it merely ftl~ 
tnulates us to rival others in points of no intria- 
fick worth. To equal others in the ufeltfs para 
of learning ; to purfue riches for the (alee of aa 
equipage as brilliant; to covet an equal know- 
ledge of a table ; to vie in jockey-fliip, or cun- 
ning at a bctt. Thefe and many othor rivalihips, 
anfwer not the genuine purpofes of emulation, 

Ibelieve the paffioti is oftentimes derived 
from a too partial view of our own and others ex- 
cellencies. We behold a man poffefled of fome 
particular advantage, and we immediately reflcft 
upon its deficiency in ourfelves. We wait not 
to examine what others we have to ballance ir. 
We envy another man's bodily accoinplilhments; 
when our mental ones might preponderate, would 
we put them into the fcale. Should we aflc our 
own bofoms whether we would change fituations, 
altogether, I fancy felf-love would, generally, 
make us prefer our own condition. But if our 
fenu'ments remain the fame after fuch an exami- 
nation, all wc can juftly endeavour is our own 
real 
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real advancement. . To meditate his detriment 
either in fortune, power, or reputation; at the 
fame time that it is infamous, has often a tendency 
to deprefa ourfelves. But Ictus confine our emu- 
lation to points of real worth ; to riches, paweE, 
-or knowledge ; only that we may riyal others ip 
beneficence. j 
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Ingenious was the device of thofe celebrated 
worthies,, who, for the more effectual pro- 
mulgation of their well-grounded maxims, firfi 
pretended to divine infpiration. Peace be to their 
maucs ; may the turf lie lightly on their breaft ; 
and the verdure over their grave, be as perpe- 
tual as their memories ! \Vell knew they, quef- 
tionlefs, that a proceeding of this nature, mull 
afford an excufe to their modefty, as well as add 
a weigKt to their inftru&ions. For, from the be- 
ginning of time, if we may believe the hiftories 
of the bed repute, man has ever found a delight 
ih giviiig credit to furprizing ties. There was 
indeed neceffary a degree of credit; previous to 
this delight ; and there was neceffary a delight, 
Ih order to enforce any degree of credit. But fo 
it was, that the pleasure rofe, in a proportion to 
the wonder ; and if the love of wonder was but 
gratified, net matter whether the tale was founded 
upon a witch or an Egeria ; on a rat, a pigeon, the 
pummel of i fword, a bloated fibril, or a three- 
foot ftooh 

- "tw-tt 1 Of 
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Of all writers that "bear any refemblinee ttf 
thefe originals, thole who approach the neareft 
are fuch, as defcribe their extraordinary dreams 
and'vifions. Of oftemation we may not, perad- 
venture, accufe them, who daim to themfelvea 
no other than the merit of fpeftators. Of want 
of abilities we mull not cenfure them; when we 
are given to know that their imagination had no> 
more part in the affair, than a whited wall has, 
in thofe various figures* which fome crafty artift 
reprefents thereon. 

The firft meditation of a folitary, is the be- 
haviour of men in active life. Haplefc fpecies, 
I cry'd, how very grolsly art thou miftaken! 
How very fapine, while youth permits- thee tc* 
gain the prize of virtue by reftraint! How very 
refoiute when thine age leaves nothing to restrain 
thee ! Thou giveft a loofe to thine inclinations, 
'till they lofe their very being ; and, tike a lamp 
over-whelmed with oil, are extinguiflied by in- 
dulgencel "What folly to dream of virtue, whett 
there is no longer room for felf-denial ; or, when 
the enemy expires by ficknefs, to demand the 

honour of a triumph ! Mufing upon this fab- 

jeft, I fell into a profound Humbcr; and the 
, „ . i yifioa 
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Vifion with which it furnilhed me, lhall fuppiy 
materials for this effay. 

I waS, methought, tranfported into a winding 
Valley, on each fide of whofe area, fo far as my 
eye could fee, were held up (in the manner of a 
picture) all the p'leafing objefts either of art of 
fiature. Hills rofe one beyond another, crowned 
With trees, or adorned with edifices ; broken 
tocks contrafted.with lawns, and foaming rivers 
poured headlong over them J gilded fpires en- 
livened even the fun-flune j and lonefome ruins* 
by the fide of woods, gave a folemnity to the 
made. It would be endlefs, orrather-impoffible, 
to give an idea of the vaft variety. It feemed, 
as though people of whatever inclinations might 
here meet with their favorite object 

While I ftood amazed, and even confounded, 
at fo aftonifhing a landfldp; an old man ap- 
proached towards me, and offered his affiftance 
in alleviating my furprize. You obferve, fays 
he, in the middle path, a train of fprightly female 
pilgrims *, conducted by a matron f of a' graver 
caft. She is habited, as you may obferve, in a 
robe far more plain and fimple than that of any 

• The Paflknu. t Reafcn. 

I 2 amidft 
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amidft ha; followers. It is her province to fe> 
ttrain her pupils, that the objects glittering o« 
each fide may not feduce them to make excur- 
fions, from which they fcarte ever find their 
right way again. You may not, perhaps, fufpec> 
the gulplis. and precipices that lie intermixed 
amidft a fcenery fo delightful to the eye. You 
fee, indeed, at a confiderablc dillancc, the gilt 
dome of a temple, railed on columns, of, the 
whiteft marble. I mult inform you, that within 
this temple refides a lady *, weaving wreaths of 
immortal amaranth for that worthy matron, if 
fhe exert her authority; and, as their obedience 
is more or lefs entire, me has alfo garlands o£ 
inferior luftre to recompence the ladies in her, 
train. . 

Your own fagacity, added he, will fupply the 
place of farther influi&ions, and then vanittied 



The fpaee before me, as it appeared, was 
crofled by four fucceffive rivers. Over thefe 
were thrown as many bridges, and beyond each 
of thefe ftreams the ground feemed to vary it's 
degree of luftre, as much as if it ha/i lain under 



a different 
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& different climate. On the fide of each of thefe 
'rivers appeared, as I thought, a receptacle for 
travellers ; fothat the journey feemed to be por- 
tioned into four diftiofi ftages. It is poflible that 
thefe were meant to repreferit the periods of a 
man's life; which maybe diftinguifhed by the 
names of infancy, youth, manhood, and old age. ' 

•' Ditrikg the firft ftage, our travellers pro- 
ceeded without much diftiirbanee. Their excur- 
fions were : of no greater extent than to crop a 
primrofe, or'a daify, that grew on the way-fide: 
And in thefe their governefs indulged them. She 
gave them but Yew checks, and they afforded hep 
but little occafibn. But when they arrived at the 
fecond period, the cafe then was greatly altered! 
The young ladies grew vifibly enamoured of the 
beauties on each fide ; and the governefs began 
to feel a confcioufnefs of her duty to reftraid 
them. They petitioned clamoroufly to make one 
fiiort excurfion, and met with a decent refufal. 
One of tbem, that vilibly fliewed herfelf the 
greateft vixen and romp * amongft them, had a 
thoufand arts and ftratagems to circumvent her 
Well-meaning governefs. I mull here mention, 
^hat I remarked afterwards, that fpme of the 

. . ,? fcove,. - 
>'.' ' ;"' I 3 pup' 1 * 
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pupils felt greater attra&ions in one ftage ; and 
fome in another. And the fcene before them, 
. being well variegated with moffy banks, and purl- 
ing dreams, friiking lambs, and piping ihepherds j 
infpired a longing that was inexpreffible, to one 
that feemed of an amorous complexion. She re- 
queued to make a fliort digreflion ; pointed to the 
band of Ihepherds dancing ; and. as I obferved, 
prefented a glafs, through which the matron 
might diftinftly. view them. The governed ap- 
plied the glafs, and it was wonderful to trace the 
change it effected. She, who before had with 
much conftancy oppofed the prayers of her peti- 
tioner, now began to lean towards her demands ; 
and, as If flxe herfelf were not quite indifferent 
to the fcene of pleafure flip had beheld, grew 
remits in her difcipline ; foftened the language 
of diffent ; and with a gentle reprimand, fufferedj 
her pupil to elope. After this, however, fiio 
winked her eyes ; that Ihe might not at leaft bear, 
(eftimpny to the ftep Ihe did not approve. 'When 
the lady had gratified her curiofity, Hie returned^ 
for the prefent ; but with an appetite more in- 
flamed, and more impatient to repeat her frolick. 
The goveraefs appeared uneafy, and to repent 
of her own compliance ; and reafon good flip 
had ; considering the confidence it gave her pupil, 
and the weight it took, from, her own authority. 
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They were not paffed far from the fecond 
Rage of their journey, ere they all determined 
to rebel, and fubmit' to the tyranny of their 
leader no longer. 

Anothejl now.took the lead; and feiz'rag an 
'embroidered handkerchief, compleady hood- 
winked the dire&refs. All now was tumult, 
anarchy, difagreentent, and confufion. . They 
Jed their guide along, blindfold, not without 
proposals of downright murder. They foon loll 
ifight of the regular path, and ftrode along with 
amazing rapidity. ; I fliould, however, except 
fame few*, who, being of a complexion naturally 
languid, and thus deprived of their prote&refs, 
had neither cooftancy to keep the road, nor fpirit 
enough to ftray far from it Thefe found the 
utmoft of their inclination gratified, in treafuring 
MP fhelis from the banks of the river, fcooping 
foffils from the rocks, or preferring plants that 
grew in the valley. ' A moth or butterfly afforded 
% hem a chace, and a grub or beetle was a fuitable 
companion. But to return to the vagabonds. 

• The virtiwfo-paffiou. 

I 4 ' Tax 
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■The l^dy that performed the feat of bfindhig 
<■ her govefnefs, for a time, bc« the chief- rule, - f 
and held the reft in a flare of fervirade *. 8he 
feemed to be indeed formed for that power and 
grandeur, which was her delight ; being of a fta- 
fture remarkably tall, with an air of dignity in 
tier countenance. Not but others wottld fome- 
times infill upon fome temporary gratification. 
As they fiYaped their way to a great cjty, f one ( 
would loll and loiter on a b^d of rofes ; another 
i would join the dance of (hep herds, and ibroetimes 
. retire with J one into the covert. A § third 
would not move a ftep further, till flic had ga- 
thered fome ore that was waflied from the moun- 
.." tains. When they entered the city, their dMk 
■ pation was yet pore obfervable, |j One intoxj- 
' cated hcrfelf with cardials ; ** another went in 
queft of lace and equipage. The jj- lady, how- 
ever, at this rime moft enterprizing, and who 
(as I mentioned before) had given fuch a turn to 
their affairs, difcovered a ftrange fondnefs herfelf 
for lawn and ermine, embroidered ftars, and 
golden collars. However difficult it feemed to 
reach them, or how little neceflary foever they 

• Ambition. f Indolence. I Gallantry, 

§ Avarice. || EbnetY, •• Pride-and V*nityi 
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facmcd to happiuefs, thefe alone engaged he; 

ajteOtSon ;. and to thefe alone here hopes afpired, 

i -Nay (he went fo far, as, in failure of thefe, to 

irefolveon muery and wilful jwetchednefs. 

Sijb at length fucceeded, at "leaft fo far, as, 
'to find hpw little they enhanced her ,happinefs j 
and her former compeers having ruined their 

, .conilitutbns, were ones again defirous to bare 
iheir queen reign over them. In fhort, theif 
loyalty regained the attendant; infomuch, that 
with one confent they removed the bandage from 

■ her eyes, and vowed to obey her future di* 
f effions. : ■ - ■ ■ . 

• She promised to procure them all thehappine& 
jthat was confident with their prefeatftate; and 
jadvtfed them all to follow her towards the path 
,|hey bad forfaken. 

- Our travellers, jn a little time after. thig, 
paiTed over the bridge that introduced them t» 
their clofing ftage. The fubjefts, very orderly, 
jepentant, and demiffive : The governefs, more 
.rigid and imperious than ever. The former,- 
withered, decrepid, languishing ; the latter, in 
greater vigour, and more beautiful than before. 
Time appeared to produce in her, a very oppofite- 
' effeft 
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icffeft to that it wrought in her companions. She 
feemed, indeed, no more that eafy duftile crea* 
rare, infulted and borne away by the whims of 
her companions. She appeared more judicious, 
■ in the commands Ihe.gave, and more rigorous in 
the execution. In fhort, both her own activity, 
and the fupine lethargy of thofe whom ,(he con- 
ducted, united to make way for her unlimited 
authority. Now, indeed, a more limited rule 
night have fecured obedience, and maintained 
« regularity. The ladies were but litttle ftruck 
with the- glare of objects, on each fide the way T 
One alone I mint except, whom I beheld look 
wifhfully,with a retorted, eye, towards the golden 
ore waflied down by the torrents. The gover- 
nefs reprefeated, in the ftrongeft terms, that 
thefe materials could not be imported into the 
realms they were about to enter. That, were 
this even the cafe, they could be there of no in* . 
portance. However flie had not extirpated the 
biafs of this craving dame, when they approach-? 
«d die temple to which I formerly alluded. 

The" temple flood upon a lofty hill, half en- 
circled with trees of never-fading verdure, Be-i 
tween the milk-white columns (which were of 
the Dorick order, the bafes gilt, as alfo the ca-. 
pitals) a blaze of glory iflued, of fuch fuperior 
luftre, 
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|ultre, that none Wide the governed was abfa 
to approach it. She, indeed, with a dejefted 
f ountenance, drew near unto the goddefs j who 

gently waved her hand, in the waycf fatutatioh. 

The matron feemed lefs dazled, than delighteaV 
with her exceflive beauty. She accofted her 
frith reverence, and. with much diffidence begaa 
to mention their pretenfion to her favor, * She 
f mull own, Ihe had been too remifs In. the be- 
"*• ginning of her government ; fhe hoped it would 
" be attributed to inexperience in the fubde wiles 

* of her fellow-travellers. She flattered herfelf, 
f that her feverity towards, the conclufion of her 
S journey' might in fome fort make attonement 

* for her misbehaviour in the beginning. Laftly, 
f that Ihe fometimes found it impoffible to hear 
f the di&ates of the Goddefs amid the clamours 
f of her pupils, and the din of their perfuafions.** 

To this the Goddefs made reply. 
" You have* heard,' faid (he, no doubt, that 
«f the favors I bellow, are by no means confiftent 
f with a ftate of inactivity. The only time when ■ 

* you were allowed an opportunity to deferve 
■f them, was the time when your pupils were the 
""moll refra&ory and perverfe. The honours 
ft yon expeft in my court are proportioned to the 

4 * difficulty 
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* difficulty of a good undertaking. May yot^ 

* hereafter, partake them, -in reward of youf 
^inore TigopJU^epnducriEcc.the preXem you 
" are little entitled to any recompence from ma 

* As to your pupils, I obferve, they hav« pafled 
fc lenience npon thenrfelves.'* 

At this inftant of* time thebell rang for fbp4 
per, and awaked me; F fonnd the gardener b^ 
fry fide, prepared to plant a parcel of trees j 
and that I had numbered away the hours, m 
-which I uWtd hare given him fuitable direc- 
tions. " ■"' 
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UNCONNECTED THOUGHTS' 
ON GARDENING. 



GARDENING may be dhidcd into 4 
three fpecies — kitchen-gardening — par-, 
tcrre-gardening — and landikip, or pidurefque* 
gardening : which latter is the fubjefl intended 
in the following pages— It confifts in pleafing the 
imagination by icencs of grandeur, beamy, or, 
variety. Convenience merely has no (bare here $ 
any farther than as it pleafcs the imagination. ' 

■" Perhaps the divifion of the pleasures of ima- 
gination, according as they are ftruck by the" 
great, the various, and the beautiful, may be ac- 
curate enough for my prefent purpofe : why each 
of them affe&s us with pleafure may be traced 
m other authors. See Burke, Hutchinfon, Ge- 
rard. The theory of agreeable fenfatians, &c. * 

* Garden scene* may perhaps be divided into die fu- 
bliine, the beautifull, and the melancholy or penfivc ; to whica 
kit I know not but we ma/ afiien a middle place betwixt the 
former two, at being in fome fort competed of both. See 
Burke's fablime, Ik. . . 

' t There 
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There fcems however to be fome objecTi* 
%hkh afford a pleafure not reducible to either of 
the foregoing heads; A ruin, for inftance, may 
be neither new to us, nor majeftick, nor beau- 
tiful, yet afford that pleafing melancholy which 
proceeds from a reflexion on decayed magnifi- 
cence. For this reafon an able gardiner ihould 
avail bimfelf of objefis, perhaps, not very ftrik-* 
log; if they ferve to conned ideas, that convey 
Jtefiexions of the pleafing kind. 

Objects fliould indeed be lefs calculated td 
ftrike the immediate eye, than the judgment 09 
ftrell-formed imagination ; as in painting. 

I t is no objection to the pleafure of novelty* 
that it makes an ugly oh]c£t more difagreeable* 
It is enough that it produces a fuperioriry be-" 
twlxt things in other refpefls equal. It feems, 
on fome occafions, to go even further. Are there 
not broken rocks and rugged grounds, to which 
we can hardly attribute either beauty or gran- 
deur, and yet when introduced near an extent 
of lawn, impart a pleafure equal to more fhape- 
ly fcenes? Thus a feries of lawn, thongh evetf 
fo beautiful, may fatiatc and cloy, unlefs the eye. 
panes 
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paffes to them from wilder fcenes j and then they 
acquire the grace of novelty. 

Variett appears to me to derive good part 
of k's efieft from, novelty; as the eye, paffing 
from one form or color, to a form or color of a 
different kind, finds a degree of novelty in it'* 
prefent objeft which aflbrda immediate &iis£a#» 



Varirtt however, in fome inftaoces, may te 
carried to fuch excefs as to lofe it's whole effofi. 
I' have obferved Ceilings (o crammed whh ftneco- 
ornaments ; that, although of the moft different 
kinds, they have produced an uniformity. A 
jufficient quantity of undecorated fpace is necef- 
fkry to exhibit fuch decorations to advantage. 

Ground {hould firft be confidered with an 
eye to it's peculiar character : whether it be the 
grand, the favage, the fprightly, the melancho- 
ly, the horrid, or the beautiful!. As one or 
other of thefe characters prevail* one may fome* 
what ftrengthen it's effect, by allowing every 
part fome denomination, and then fupporting it's 
title by fuitable appendages— For inftance, The 
lover's walk may have aflignation feats, with prq-» 
per 
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per mottoes— Urns to f ahhf nil lovers — Trophies? 
garlands, &c by means of art; ■■* 

* "What an advantage muft foise Italian feats 
derive from the circumftance of being fituatd 
on ground mentioned in the ckfficks ? And, even 
in England, wherever a park or garden happens* 
ra have been the fcene of any event in hiftory* 
one would furely avail one's felf of that circun** 
fiance, to make it more interesting to the ima- 
gination. Mottoes flianld allude to k,- columns, 
&c. record it; verfes moralize upon h; and oh 
riofity receive it's lhare of pleafure. 

In defiguiug a houfe and gardens, h is happy 
lkhea there is an opportunity of maintaining m 
fubqrdination of parts ; the . houfe io luckily 
placed as to exhibit a view of the whole defign. 
I have fomeumes thought that there was room 
for it to refemble an epick or dramatick poem< 
It is rather to be wilhed than required, that the 
more Striking fcencs may fueeeed thof« which are 
leJs fa , 

; Tafte depends much upon temper.' Some pre-' 

for Tibullus to Virgil, and Virgil to Homer -■* 

Hagley to Pcrsfold, and Peraficld to the Welijtl 
mountains. 
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mountains. This occafions the diff er en t prefer- 
ences that are given to fimariom — A garden , 
ftrikes us mod, where the grand, and the plea- 
fing fwcceed, not intermingle, with each other. 

I believe, however, the fublime has general- 
ly a deeper effe& than the merely beautiful 

I viz the words landflcip and profpefr, the for* 
tner as expreffivc of home fcenes, the latter of 
diltant images. Profpefts fhould take in the blue 
. dlftant hills; but never fo remotely, that they be 
not diftinguHhable from clouds. Tct this mere; 
extent is what the vulgar value. • 

Landslip JhouM contain variety enough to 
form a picture upon canvas ; and this a no bad 
left, as I think the land/kip painter is the gardi- 
tier*s beft defigner. The eye requires a fort of 
ballance here ; but not fo as to encroach upon 
probable nature. A wood, or hill, may ballance * 
a houfe or obeliik ; for exa&nefs would be dif- 
pleaung. We form our notions from what we 
havefeen; and though, could we comprehend the 
uaiverfe, we might perhaps find it uniformly re- 
gular ; yet the portions that we fee of h, habi- ' 
tuate our fancy to the Contrary, 

Vol. n. K The 
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The eye mould always look rather down upon 
water: Cuftomary nature makes this requisite. 
I know nothing more feofibly difplcafing than 

Mr. T *s dat ground betwixt his terras and 

his water. 

I t is not eafy ia account for the fondnefs of 
fonner times for ftraic-lined avenues to their 
houfes ; flrait-Iined walks through their woods ; 
and, in fliort, every kind of ftrait-line ; where 
the foot is to travel over, what the eye has done 
before. This circumftance, is one objection.' 
Another, fomewhat of the fame kind, is the rej . 
petition of the fame object tret after tree, for" 
a length of way together. A third is, that this 
identity is purchafed by the lofs of that variety, 
which the natural country fupplies every Where J 
in a greater or lefc degree. To ftand ftill and 
furvey fuch avenues, may afford forae flendei* 
fatisfa&ion, through the change derived from 
perfpeflive j but to move on continually and find 
oo change of fcene in the lead: attendant bn oat 
change of place, muft give actual pain to a per- 
fon of tafte. For fuch an one to be condemned' 
to pafs along the famous vifta from * Mofcow 
to' Petersburg, or that other from Agra to Lahor 

• In Montef^uicu, on Tafle. 
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in India, rauft be as difagreeable a fenience, as 
to be condemned to labour at the gallics. I 
conceived ibme idea of the fenfetion he mull 
feel, from walking but a few minutes, immured, 

betwixt Lord D 's high-worn yew-hedges ; 

which run exactly parallel, at the diftance of a- 
bout ten feet ; and are contrived perfeftly to ex- 
clude all kind of objecb whatfoever. 

When a building, or other objeft has been 
once viewed from its proper point, the foot mould 
ntfvex travel to it by the fame path, which the 
eye has travelled over before. Lofe the obj.efi, 
and draw nigh, obliquely. 

The fide-trees in villas flwuld be fo circum- 
ftanced as to afford a probability that they grew 
by nature. 

Rdinated ftrucrures appear to derive their 
power of pleafing, from the irregularity of fur- 
face, which is variety ; and the latitude they 
afford the imagination, to conceive an enlarge^ 
mem of their dimenfions, or to recollett any 
events or circumftauces appertaining to their priC- 
tine grandeur, fo far as concerns grandeur and 
folemmty. The breaks in them fliould be as 
boldjind abrupt as poffible, — If mere beauty be 
K 2 aimed 
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aimed at (which however is not their chief ex- 
cellence) the waring line, with more eafy tranf- 
itions, will become of greater importance — Event* 
relating to them may be fimulated by numberlera 
little artifices ; but it is ever to be remembered, 
that high hills and fudden defcents are moft 
fuitable to caftles; and fertile vales, near wood 
and water, moil imitative of the ufual fimatian 
for abbeys and religious houfes; large oaks, ia 
particular, are eiTential to thefe latter. - 

Whofe branching arms, and reverend height 
Admit a dim religious light. 

A cottage is a pleafing object partly on account 
of the variety it may introduce ; on account of 
the tranquillity that feeras to reign there; and 
perhaps, (I am fomewhat afraid) on account of 
the pride of human nature. 

Long! alterius fpcftare laboram. 

In a fcene prefented to the eye, objeeTs fhdulci 
never lie fo much to the right or left, as to give it 
any uneafihefs in the examination. Sometimes* 
however, it may be better to admit valuable obj efl» 
evert with this difadvantage. They fhould clfc 
neve* 
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jtever be feen beyond a certain angle. The eye 
rauft be eafy, before it can be pleafed. 

N o mere flope from one fide to the other can 
be agreeable ground : The eye requires a bal- 
lance — i. e. a degree of uniformity : but this may 
be otherwife effected and the rule fhould be un- 
derftood with fome limitation. 

—Each alley has it's brother, 

And half the plat- form juft refle&s the other. . 

Let us examine what may be faid in favour 
of that regularity whkh Mr. Pope expofes. 
Might he not feemingly as well objeft to the 
difpofition of an human face, becaufe it has an 
eye or cheek, that is the very piflure of it's 
companion ? Or does not providence who has 
obferved this regularity in the external ftruflure 
of our bodies and difregarded it within, feem to 
confider it as a beauty ? The arms, the limbs, 
and the feveral parts of them correfpond, but 
it is not the fame cafe with the thorax and the 
abdomen. I believe one is generally follicitous 
for a kind of ballance in a landfldp, and, if I am 
not miftaken, the painters generally furniflione: 
A building for inftance on one fide, contrafted by 
a group of trees, a large oak, or a rifing hill on, 
the other, Whence then does this tafte proceed, 
j K but 
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but from *he love wa bear to regularity in per- 
fection? After all, ia regard to gardens, the 
fiiape of ground, the difpofition of trees, and 
the figure of water, mull be facred to nature ; 
and no forms mull be allowed that make a dif- 
covery of art. 

All trees have^t character analogous to that 
of men : Oaks are ia all refipefts the perfect 
image of the, manly character: In fqnner times 
I mould hare faid, and in prefent times I think 
■I am authorized to fay, the Britifh. one. As a 
brave man is not fuddenly either elated by pros- 
perity, or depreffed by adverfity, lb the oak dis- 
plays not it's verdure on the fun's firit approach; 
nor drops it, on his firit departure. Add to this 
it's majeftic appearance, the rough grandeur of 
of it's bark, and the wide protection of it's 
branches.. 

A large, branching, aged oak. is perhaps 
the moil venerable of all inanimate objects. 

UiNS are more folemn, if large and plain; 
more beautiful, if lefs and ornamented. So- 
lemnity is perhaps their point, and the fituau;- 
an of them (bould flill cooperate with it. 

By 
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By the way, I wonder that lead flames are 
not more in vogue in our modern gardens. 
Though they may not exprefs the finer lines of 
an human body, yet' they feem perfectly well 
calculated, on account of their duration, to em- 
bellish landikips, were they fome degrees infe- 
rior to what we generally behold. <A ftatne in 
a room challenges examination, and is to be ex- 
amined critically as a ftatne. A ftatue in a gar- 
den is to be confidered as one part of a fcene or 
landJkip ; the minuter touches are no more effen- 
tial to it, than a good landfkip painter would 
efteem them were he to reprefent a ftatue in his 
pifcVare. 

Apparent art, in it's proper province, is al- 
rooft as important as apparent nature. They 
contrail agreeably; but their provinces ever 
jfliouid be kept diftin& • 

Where fome artificial beauties are fo dexte- . 
roufly managed that one cannot but conceive 
them natural, fome natural ones fo extremely for- 
tunate than one is ready to fwear they are art!-- 
Jtcial. 

Cok- 
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Concerning : Irenes, the more uncommon 
they appear, the better, provided they form a. 
pifture, and indpde nothing that pretends to be 
of nature's produ&ion, and is not. The fliape of 
of ground, the lite of trees, and the fall of water, 
nature's province. Whatever thwarts her is 
treafon. 

On the other hand, buildings and the work? 
ef art, need hive no other reference to nature 
than that they afford the i\>ny>w with which the. 
human nyud is delighted. 

Art fliould never be allowed to fet a foot in 
the province of nature, otherwise than clandef- ' 
tinely and by night. Whenever (he is allowed 
to appear here, and men begin to compromife the 
difference — Night, gothirifm, confufion and ab* 
folute chaos are come again. 

To fee oneV urns, obclifks, and waterfalls, 
laid open ; the nakednefs of onr beloved mif- 
treffes, the naiads, and the dryads, expofed by 
that ruffian winter to univerfal abfervation ; is a 
feverity fcarcely to be fupported by the help of 
Wazing hearths, chearful companions, and a bot- 
tle of the moft grateful burgundy. 

The' 
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'■' Th E works of a perfon that bmlds, begin im- 
mediately «o decay; while thofe of him who 
plants begin direftiy to improve. Id this, plant- 
ing proinifes a more lailing pleafure, than build- 
ing ;' which, were It to remain in equal perfection, 
would at beft begin to moulder and want repairs 
in imagination. Now trees have a circumftance 
that fuits our tafte, and that is annual variety. 
It is inconvenient indeed, if they canfe our love 
of life to 'take root and flourilh with them; 
whereas the very famenefs of our flxuerures will, 
without the help of dilapidation, ferve to wean 
iu from our attachment to them. 

It is a cuflora in fome countries to condemn 
the characters of thofe (after death) that have 
neither planted a tree, nor begat a child. 

The tafte of the citizen and of the mere 
pealknt are in all refpecta the fame. The for- 
pier gilds his balls ; paints his ftonework and 
ftatues white; plants his trees in lines or cir- 
cles; cuts his jrsw-trees four-iquare or conic; 
or gives them, what he can, of the refemblance 
of birds, or bears, or men ; fquirts up bis rivu- 
let in jetteaus ; in ihort, admires no part of na- 
ture, 
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tore, but her ductility : exhibits every thing that 
u glaring, that implies expence, or that effeffit a 
furpr«e becaufe it is unnatural, The peafent is 
his admirer. 

It is always to be remembered in gardening 
that fublimity or magnificence, and beauty or 
variety, are very different things. Every fcene 
we fee in nature is either tame and infipid; or 
compounded pf thofe. It often happens that 
ihe feme ground may receive from art, either, 
certain degrees of fublimity and niagnificence, 
cj certain degrees of variety and beauty ; or a 
mixture of each kind. In this cafe it remains tu 
be considered in which light they can be ren- 
dered nioft remarkable, whether as objects of 
beauty, or magnificence. Even the temper of 
the proprietor mould .not perhaps be wholly 
difregarded : for certain complexions of foul will 
prefer an orange tree or a myrtle, to an oak or 
cedar. However this mould not induce a gardi- . 
ner to parcel out a lawn into knots of flirub-i 
bery ; or invert a mountain with a garb of rofes. 
This would be like drefling a giant in a farfenet 
gown, or a faracen's head in.a'bruiTels night- 
cap. Indeed the fmall and circular clumps of 
firs, which I fee planted upon fome fine large 
fwellvputme ofteh in mind of a coronet placed, 

4 on 
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pn as elephant or camera back. I fay a gardi- 
ner would not do this, any more than a poet 
fhaufd attempt to write of the king of Pruffia 
in the ftyle of Philips- On the other fide, what 
would become of Lesbia's fparrow mould it be 
treated in the fame language with the anger of 
Achilla? 

Gardiners may be divided into three forts, the. 
landikip gardiner, the parterre gardiner, and 
the kitchen gardiner, agreeably to our firft di- 
viiioij of gardens. 

, I have ufed the word landikip-gardiners; be? 
caufe in purfuance of our prefent tafte in gar- 
dening, every good painter of landikip appear? 
to me the mod proper defigner. The misfortune 
of it, is, that thefe painters are apt to regard 
the execution of their work, much more than the 
choice of fubjed, 

The art of distancing and approximating, 
comes truly within their fphere : the former by 
the gradual diminution of diftincrnefs, and of 
fize ; the latter by the reverie. A ftrait lined 
avenue that is widened in front, and planted there 
with ewe trees, then firs, then with trees more 
and more fady, till they end in the almond-wU- 
low. 
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low, or filTer ofier ; will produce a very remark- 
able deception of the former kind; which de- 
ception will be encreafed, if the nearer dark 
trees, are proportionable and truly larger than 
thofe at the end of the avenue that are more 
fady. 

To diftance a building, plant as near as yoa 
can to it, two or three circles of different co- 
loured greens — Ever-greens are bed for all fuch 
purpofes — Suppofe the outer one of holly, and the 
next of laurel, &c The confequence will be that 
the imagination immediately allows a fpace be- 
twixt thefe circles and another betwixt the houfc 
and them ; and as the imagined fpace is indetermi- 
nate, if your building be dim-coloured, it will not 
appear inconfiderable. The imagination is a greater 
magnifier than a microfcopic glafs. And on this 
head,I have known fome inftances, where by fliew- 
ing intermediate ground, the diftance has ap- 
peared lefs, than while an hedge or grove con- 
cealed it. 

Hedges, appearing as fuch, are univerfally 
bad. They difcover art in nature's province. 

Trees in hedges partake of their artificiali- 
ty, and become a part of them. There is no 
i more 
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more fudden, and obvious improvement, than an 
hedge removed, and the trees remaining; yet 
not in fuch manner as to mark out the former 
hedge. 

Water lhauld ever appear, as an irregular 
lake, or winding ftream. 

Hands give beauty, if the water be adequate \ 
but leffen grandeur through variety. 

It was the wife remark of fome fagacious ob- 
ferver, that familiarity is for the mod part pro- 
ductive of contempt. Gracelefs offspring of fo 
amiable a parent ! Unfortunate beings, that we 
are, whofe enjoyments muft be cither checked, 
or prove deftruftive of themfelves. Our paffions 
are permitted to fip a little pleafure ; but are 
extinguilhed by indulgence, like a lamp over- 
whelmed with oil. Hence we negleft the beauty 
With which we have been intimate ; nor would 
any addition it could receive, prove an equivalent 
for the advantage it derived from the firft im- 
preffion. Thus negligent of graces that have 
the merit of reality, we too often prefer imagi- 
nary ones that have only the charm of novelty : 
And hence we may account, in general, for the 
preference 
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.preference of art to nature, in dor old fafhione£ 
garden*. 

, Art, indeed, is often requifite to colled arid 
epitomize the beauties of nature; but fhould 
never be mffered to fet her mark upon them : 
I mean in regard to thofe articles that are of na-* 
tore's province; the ihaping of ground, the 
planting of trees, and the difpofition of lakes and 
rivulets. Many more particulars will foon oc- 
cur, which, however, the is allowed to regulate, 
Ibmewhat clandeftinely, upon the following ac- 
count—Man is riot capable of comprehending the 
tuuverfe at one furvey. Had he faculties equal- 
to this, he might well be cenfured for any mi- 
nute regulations of his own. It were the fame, 
as if, tn his prefent fituation, he ftrove to find 
amufemeut in contriving the fabrick of an ant's 
neft, or the partitions of a bee-hive. But we 
are placed in the corner of a fphcre ; endued 
neither with organs, nor allowed a flation, pro- 
per to give us an univerfal view; or to exhibit 
to us the variety, the orderly proportions, and 
difpofitions of the fyftem. We perceive many 
breaks and blemifhes, feveral neglected and un^ 
variegated places in the part ; which, in the 
whole would, appear either Imperceptible, or 
beautiful , And we might as rationally expeft a 
{hall 
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fnail to be fatisfied with the beauty of oiir par- 
terres, Hopes, and terrafles — or an ant to prefer 
our buildings to her own orderly range of gra- 
naries, as that man {kould be fatisfied, without a 
Cngle thought that he can improve the fpot that 
falls to his {hare. But, though art be neceuary 
for collecting nature's beauties, by what reafon 
is (he authorized to thwart and to oppofe her.? 
Why, fantalUcally endeavor to humanize thofe 
vegetables, of which nature, difereet nature, 
thought it proper to make trees ? Why endow 
the vegetable bird with wings, which nature has 
made momentarily dependent upon the foil f 
Here art feems very affectedly to make a difplay 
of that induftry, which it is her glory to conceal. 
The {lone which reprefents an afteriJk, is valued 
only on account of it's natural production : Nof 
do we view with pleafure the laboured carvings 
and futile diligence of Gothic artiits. We view 
with much more fatisfaftion fomc plain Grecian 
fabric,' where art, indeed, has been equally, 
but lefs vifibly, induftrious. It is thus we, in- 
deed, admire the mining texture of the filk- 
wonn ; but we bath the puny author, when flie 
thinks proper to emerge ; and to difguft us with 
the appearance of fo vile a grub. \ 
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But this is merely true in regard to the par* 
ticnlars of nature's province; wherein art can 
only appear as the mod abject vaffal, ami had, 
therefore, better not appear at all. The cafe 
k different where fhe" has the direction of build- 
ings, ufeful or ornamental; or, perhaps, claims 
as much honor from temples, as the deities tO' 
whom they are inferibed. Here then it is her 
intereft to be feen as much as pofDble: And, 
though nature appear doubly beautiful by the 
contrail her ftrufhires furnifh, it is not eafy 
for her to confer a benefit which nature/ on her 
fide, will not repay. 

A kuiai. fcene to me is never perfefi with- 
out the addition of fome kind of building :. In-* 
deed I have known a fear of rock-work, to great 
meafure, fupply the deficiency. 

In gardening it is no fmall point to enforce? 
cither grandeur or beauty by furprize ; for in- 
ftance, by abrupt traufition from their contraries 
— but to lay a ftrefs upon furprize only ; for ex- 
ample, on the furprize occasioned by an aha! 
without including any nobler purpofe ; is a fyro- 
ptom of bad tafte, and a violent fondefs for mere 
concetto, 

Gran- 
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CuAfiDfini and beamy are To very opposite, 
' that you often diminifa the one as you encreai* 
the other. Variety is tao& a-Jiio to the latter, 
fimplicity to the former. 

Suppose a large hill, Yaried by art; with 
large patches of different-colored clumps, fear* 
of rock, chalk quarries, Tillages, or farm-houfesj 
you will haye, perhaps, a more beautiful fcene, 
but much left grand than it was before. 

In many inftances, it is moft eligible to com- 
pound your fcene of beauty and grandeur — Sup-* 
pofe a magnificent fwell arifing out of a well-va- 
riegated valley ; it would be difadvantageous to . 
encreafe it's beauty, by means deftrutlive to it's 
magnificence. , . 

There may poflibly,but there feldom happens, 
any occafion to fill up valleys, with trees or other- 
Wife. It is for.the moft part the gardener's bufinefs 
to remove trees, or ought that fills up the low 
ground ; and to give, as far as nature allows, an 
artificial eminence, to the high. ' 

The hedge-row apple-trees in Herefordfture 

.afford a moft beautiful fcehery, at the time they 

Vol, It L are 
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are in bloffom : But the profpect would be really 
grander, did it confift of fimple foliage. For the 
fame reafon, a large oak (or beech) in autumn, 
is *granderobje& than the fame in fpring. The 
fprightly green, is then obfufeated. 

Smoothness and eafy tranfmons are no 
fmall ingredient in the beautiful ; abrupt and rect- 
angular breaks have more of the nature of the 
fublime. Thus a tapering fpire is, perhaps, a 
more beautiful object than a tower, which is 
grander.* 

Many of" the different opinions relating to 
'the preference to be given to feats, villas, &e. 
are owing to want of diilinftion betwixt the 
beafttiful and the magnificent. Both the former 
and the latter pleafe; but there are imaginations 
particularly adapted to the one, and to the 
other. 

Mr. Addison thought an open unraelofed 
champain country, formed the bell land/kip. 
Somewhat here is to be considered. Large unva- 
riegated, fimple objecrs have the beft pretentions 
to fublimity ; a large mountain, whofe fides are 
unvaried with objects, is grander than one with 
1 * infinite 
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infinite variety : But then it's beauty is propor* 
tionabiy lefsi 

However, I think a plain fpace near the eye 
gives it a kind of liberty it loves: And then 
the picture, whether you chufe the grand or 
beautiful, ihould be held up at it's proper di- 
stance. Variety is the principal ingredient in 
beauty ; and limp lid ty is eflential to grandeur. 

Offensive obje&s, at a proper diilance, ac- 
quire even a degree of beauty ; For inftance, 
ftubble, fallow ground -*• 



ON 
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ON POLITICKS. 

PERHAPS men of the moft different fefls 
and parties very frequently think the feme; 
only vary in their phrafe and language. At 
leaft, if one examines their firft principles, which 
-very often coincide, it were a point of prudence, 
as well as candor, to confider the reft as nothing 
more. 

A Courtier's dependent is a beggar's dog. 

If national reflections are nnjuft, becaufe there 
are good men in all nations, are not national 
Wars upon much the fame footing? 

A government is inexcufable for employing 
foolifh ministers ; becaufe they may examine a 
man's head, though they cannot his heart. 

I fancy the proper means of encreafmg the 
love we bear our native country, is to refidc fome- 
time in a foreign one. 

» * . 

The 
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. The love of popularity feems little elfe than 
the love of being beloved; and is only blame- 
able when a perfon aims at the affections of a 
people by means in appearance honcft, but in 
their end pernicious and deftruftive. 

There ought, no doubt, to be heroes in fo- 
clety as well as butchers ; and who knows but 
the neceffity of butchers (inflaming and ftimu- 
lating the paffions with animal food) might at firft 
occafion the neceffity of heroes. Butchers, I 
believe, were prior. 

' The whole myftery of a courtly behavior 
feems included in the power of making general 
favors appear particular ones. 

A man of remarkable genius may afford to 
pafs by a piece of wit, if it happen to border on 
abufe. A little genius is obliged to catch at every 
cwitticifm indifcrhninately. 

Indolence is a kind of centripetal force. 

It feems idle to rail at ambition merely be*- 

-caufe it is a boundlefc pafiion ; or rather is not 

L 3 this 
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this circumitance an argument in it's favor ? ff 
one would be employed or amufcd through life, 
mould we not make choice of a paffion. that mty 
keep one long in play? 

A spoRTSMAN/ofVrivacIty will make choice 
of that game^whichjyill^prolong^ his. diverfiqa : 
A. fox, that will^fupport.thechace till night, 
is better game than a rabbit that will not afford 
him half an hour'; entertainment. '£. 

The fubmiffion of Prince Hal to the civil 
magiftrate that committed, him was more to his 
honor than all the ponquefts of Henry the Fifth 
in France, 

The moil animated focial pleafure, that I caij 
conceive, may be, perhaps, felt by a general after 
a fuccefcful engagement, or in it j I mean by 
fuch commanders as have fouls equal to their 
occupation. This, however, feems paradoxical, 
and requires fome explanation. 

Resistance to the reigning ppwers is jufti- 

fiable, upon a conviction that theif government 

is inconfiftent with the good of the fubjefl, that 

our 
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©nriaterpofition tends to eflabliw better ineafures ; 
and' this without a probability of occasioning evils 
that may over-ballancc them. But thefe confi- 
deratkms muil never be Separated, 

People are, perhaps, more vicious in towns, 
bccaufe they have fewer natural objefts there, 
\p employ their attention— -or admiration: Like- 
wife becaufe one vicious character tends to en- 
courage and keep another in countenance. How- 
ever it be, excluding accidental circumftances, 
I believe the Iargeft cities are the moil vicious of 
all others. 

Law? are generally found to be nets of fuch 
a texture, as the little creep through, the great 
break through, and the middlc-fized are alone 
entangled in. 

Though I have no fort of inclination to vin- 
dicate the late rebellion, yet I am led by candor 
to make fome diftinftion between the immorality 
of it's abettors, and the illegality of their offence. 
My Lord Hardwick, in his condemnation-fpeech, 
remarks, with great propriety, that the laws of 
att nations have adjudged rebellion to be the 
L 4 worfit 
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writ of crimes. And in regard to civil focietiesy 
I believe there is none bat madmen will difpute 
k. But furely with regard to confeience, error 
neous judgments and ill-grounded convictions 
may render it lbme people's duty. Sin does not 
ronfift in any deviation from received opinion j 
it docs not depend upon the understanding, but 
the will. Now, if it appear that a man's opi- 
nion has happened to mifplace his duty; and 
this opinion has not been owing to any vici- 
ous defire of indulging his appetites— In fliort, 
if his-fiwn reafon, liable to err, have biaffed his 
will; rather 'than his will any way contributed 
to biafs and deprave bis reafon, he will, perhaps, 
appear guilty before none, betide an earthly 
tribunal. 

A Person's right to refill, depends upon a 
conviction, that the government is ill-managed { 
that others have more claim to manage it, or 
will adminifter it better: That he, by his re- 
finance, can introduce a change to it's advantage, 
arid this without any confequential evils that will 
.bear proportion to the fajd advantage. 

Whether this were not in appearance the cafe 

pf Balmerino, I will ngt prefume to fay ; How 

■',, .; conceived, 
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fenccivcd, or from what delufion fprung. But 
as, I think, he was reputed an honeft man, in 
other refpefts, one may guefe his behafior was 
rather owing co the miireprefentations of his 
reafon, than to any depravity, perverfenefs, or 
difingenuity of his will. 

If a perfoa ought heartily to ilickle for any 

caufe, it fliould be that of moderation. Modera- 
tion ihpuld be his party. 
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I hate maritime expreflions, Cmiles, and alln* 
{ions; my diflike, I fuppofe, proceeds from 
the pnnaturalnefs of {hipping, and the great 
fhare which art ever claims in that pra&ice, 

II. 

I am thankful that my name is obnoxious to no 
fan. 

HI. 
May I always have an heart fuperiqr, with* 
irconpmy fuitable, tp my fortune. 

Inanimates, toys, utenfils, feem to merit a 
kind of affection from us, when they have been 
coir companions through various yiciffitudes. I 
have often viewed my watch, ftandifb, fnuff- 
box, with this kind of tender regard ; allotting 
them a degree of friendship, which there are 
ibme men, who do not deferve, 

''Midst 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



MANNERS, AND THINGS, tjj 

f Midst -many faithlefs only faithful found P* 
V, 

1 loved Mr. Somervile, bccaufc lie knew fo 
perfe&ly what belonged to the floccirnauci-nihilii 
pili-fication of money. 

Vt 

It is with me in regard to the earth itfelf, aj 
it is in regard to thofe that walk upon it's fur- 
face. I love to pafs by crowds, and to catch 
diftant views of the country as I .walk along; 
but I infenubly chufe to fit where I cannot fee 
two yards before me. 

I begin, toq foon in life, tp flight the world 
more than is confident with making a figure in it. 
The * non eft tanii" of Ovid grows upon me fo 
faft that in a few years I (hall have no paJEon. 

vra.. 

I am obliged to the perfon that fpeaks me 
fair to my face. I am only more obliged to the 
man who fpeaks well of me in my abfence alfo. 
Should I be alked whether I chafe to have a pcr- 
foq fpeak well of me wheo abfent or prefent, : I 
fiwuld 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



f$6 ESSAYS ON MEN; 
fltoald anfwer the latter ; for Were all men to do 
fa, the farmer-would be iafigaifkaau » 

EL 

I feel an avarice of focial pleafurc, which 
produces only mortification. I never fee a town, 
or city in a map, but I figure to myfelf many 
agreeable perfons in it, with whom I could wi&~. 
{o be acquainted, 

X. * 

It is a miferable thing to be fenfible of the 
value of one's time, and yet restrained by cir- 
cumftances from making a proper ufe of it. One 
feels one's felf fqmewhat in the fituation of ad- 
miral Holier. 

XL 

It is a miferable thing to love where one hates.; 
and yet it is not inconfiftent. 

xn, 

The modern world confiders it as a part of 
politenefs, to drop the mention of kindred in all 
addreffes to relations. There is no doubt, that 
it puts our approbation and efteem upon a lefs 
partial footing. I think, where I value a friend, 
I would not fuifer my relation to be obliterated 
even to the twentieth generation. It ferves to 
• 4 connect 
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conneft us clofer : wherever I difefteeraed, 1' 
Would abdicate my firft-rbufin. 

Circumlocutory, philofophical obfcenlty 
appears to me the moft naufeous of ajl-ftuff: 
Shall I fay It takes away the fpirit from it, and 
leaves you nothing but a caput mortuum; or 

"ihall I fay rather it is a Sir — e in an envelop* 
of fine gilt*paper, which only raifes expectation. 
Could any be allowed to talk obfeenely with a 
grace, it were downright country fellows, who 
ufe an unaffected language : But even among 
thefe, as they grow old, it partakes again of af- 

'fecnuion. 

It is fome lofs of liberty to refolve on fchemes 
" before-hand. 

There are a fort of people to whom one 
Would allot good wiflies and perform good offices ; 
but they are fometimes thofe, with whom one 
would by no means fiiare one's time. 

I wquld have all men elevated to as great 
an height, as they can difcover a luftre to the 
naked eye. 

I AM 
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• I am furely more inclined (of the two) t« 
pretend a falfe difdain, than an unreal efteem. 

. Yej why repine? I have feen manfionson 
the rerge of Wales that convert my farm-houfe 
into an Hampton-court, and where they fpeak 
of a glazed window as a great piece of magnifi- 
cence. All things figure by comparison. 

I do riot fo mnch want to avoid being cheat- 
ed, as to afford the expence of being fo : The 
generality of mankind being feldom in good hu- 
mour but whilfl they are unpofing upon you in 
fome fhape or others 

I cAnn6t avoid comparing the eafe and free- 
dom I enjoy, to the eafe of an old fhoe ; where 
a' certain degree of fliabbinefs is joined with the 
convenience* 

Not Hebrew, Arabic, Syriac, Coptic, nor 
even the Chinefe language, feems half fo difficult 
to me as the language of refufal. 

I actually dreamt that fomebody told me 
I mull not print my pieces feparate. That cer- 
tain flars would, if fingle, be hardly confpicuous, 
which 
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which united in a narrow compafs form a very* 
splendid conftellariou* 

The ways of ballad-fiflgers, afid the cries of 
nalf-penny-pamphlets, appeared fo extremely hi** 

morous, front my lodgings in F street, that 

it'gave me pain to obferve them without a com- 
panion to partake. For alas, laughter is by n& 
means a folitary entertainment. 

Had I a fortune of 8 or 1 0,000 1. a year, I 
Would metlu'nks make myfelf a neighbourhood. 
I would flrA; build a village with a church, and 
people it with inhabitants of forrie branch of 
trade that was fuitable to the country round. I 
would then at proper diftauces erect a number of 
genteel boxes of about a 1000 1. a piece, and a- 
mufe myfelf with giving them all the advantages 
they could receive from tafte. Thefe would I 
people with a felect number of well-chofen friends, 
affigning to each annually the fum of 200I. for 
life. The falary mould be irrevocable, in order 
10 give them independency. The houfe, of a 
more precarious tenure, that, in cafes of ingrati- 
tude, I might introduce another inhabitant. 

How 
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tlow plaufible foever this may appear in fpe» 
tuhttion, perhaps a very natural and lively novel 
might be founded upon the inconvenient c©iuV 
(fences of it, when put in execution* i 

I think I have obferved universally that tht 
quarrels of friends in the latter pan of life, art* 
never truly reconciled. ■ " Mamkrtagratia nee* 
* quicquam coit, & refcinditur." A wound id 
ihe friendlhip of young perfons, as in the bark 
of young trees, may be fo grown over, as to 
leave no fear. The cafe is very different in re- 
gard to old perfons, and old timber* The reafoh 
of this may be accountable from the decline of 
the fbcial paffions, and the prevalence of fpleeny 
fufpicion and rancour, towards the latter part 
of life. 

There is nothing, to me, more irltfome than 
to hear weak and fervile people repeat with ad- 
jniration every filly fpeech that falls from a 
mere perfon of rank and fortune. It is cramb'e 
bis cofta. — The nonfeufe grows more naufeoua 
through the medium of their admiration, and 
(hews the venality of vulgar tempers," which can 
confider fortune as the goddefs of wit. 

What 
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What pleafure it is to pay one's debts ! I 
remember to have heard Sir T. Lyttleton mak<! 
the fame obfervation. It feems to flow from a 
Combination of c'ircutnftaiices, fcach of which is 
productive of pleafure. In the fiHl place it re- 
moves that uneafiriefe, which a true f'plrit feels 
from dependence and obligation. It affords plea- 
fure- to the creditor, and therefore gratifies ouT 
foc'ial affeftion. It promotes that future confi- 
dence, which is fo very inter eflidg' to an honeit, 
mind : It opens a prtjfpect of being readily fup^ 
plied, with what we want on future occafions i 
It leaves a confeioufnefs of our own virtue : and 
it is a meafure we know to be right, both in point 
Of jnftice and of found ceconomy; Finally; it is 
a main fupport of fimple reputation. 

It is a maxim with me (and I Would recom* 
inend it to others alfo, Upon the fcore of pnn 
dence) whenever I loftf a perfon's friendflup; 
wiio generally commences enemy, to engage a 
frefh friend in his placei And this may be belt 
effected by bringing over fome of one's enemies! 
by which means one is a gainer, having an ene* 
toy the lets, and the fame number of friends. 
Such a method of proceeding fhould I think b* 

Vol. ft M M 
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as regularly obferved, as the diftribtuion of va- 
cant ribbons, upon the death of Knights of the 
Garter. 

It has been a maxim with me to admit of an, 
eafy reconciliaton with a perfon whofe offence 
proceeded from no depravity of heart : But 
where I was convinced it did fo, to forego, for 
my own fake, all opportunities of revenge : to 
forget the perfous of my enemies as much as I 
was able, and to call to remembrance, in their 
place, the more pleating idea of my friends. I 
am convinced that I have derived no fmall fhare. 
of happinefe from this principle. 

I have been formerly fo filly as to hope, that 
every fervant I had might be made a friend : I 
am now convinced that the nature of fervirude 
generally bears a contrary tendency. . Peoples 
characters are to be chiefly collected from their 
education and place in life: Birth itfelf does 
but little. Kings in general are born with 
the feme propenfities as other men, but yet 
it is probable from the licence and flattery 
that attends their education, that they will be 
more haughty, more luxurious, and morefuhje&ed 
to their pafllons, than any men befide. I queftioo 
not but there are many attorneys born with open 
and 
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and honed hearts ; but I know not one, that has 
had the leaft practice, who is not felfifh, trickiih, 
and difingenuous. So it is the nature of ierri- 
tude to difcard all generous motives of obe- 
dience; and to point out no other than thofe 
fcoundrel ones of intereft and fear. There are 
however fome exceptions to this rule, which, I 
know by my own experience. 
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Dft E S S, like writing, ihould never appear 
the effeft of too much ftudy and apptiea- 
cion. On this account, I have feeii parts of 
drefs in themfelves extremely .beautiful, which 
at the fame time fubjeft the wearer to the cfia- 
fafter of fopptihnefe and affectation. _ 

XL 

A man's drefs in the former part of life 
mould rather tend to fet off his Perfon, than to 
exprefs riches, rank or dignity : In the latter, 
the reverfe. 

ID. 
Extreme elegance in liveries, I mean fuch as 
b expreft by the more languid colors, is altoge- 
ther abfurd. They ought to be rather gawdy 
than genteel j if for no other reafon, yet for this* 
that elegance may more ftrongly diftinguiih the 
appearance of the gentleman. 

IV. It 
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IV, 

It is a point out of doubt with me, that the 
ladies are moft properly the judges of the men's 
drefs, and the men of that of the ladies. 

V. 
I think till thirty, or with fome a little 
longer, people fliould drefe in a way that is moft 
likely to procure the love of the oppofite fex. 

VI. 

There are many modes of drefs which the 
world efteemt hand/ome, which sre by no means 
calculated to fliew the human figure to advan- 
tage. 

vn. 

Love can be founded upon nature only; or 
the appearance of it — For this reafon, however, 
a peruke may tend to foften the human features, 
it can very feldom make amends for the mixture 
of artifice which it difcovers. 

vin. 

A kich drefs adds but little to the beauty of 
a perlbn. It may poflibly create a defereo.ce, 
but that is rather an enemy to lo\e. 
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Non bene convenium nee in una fede morantur 
Jyfajeftas & amor. Ovid. 

IX. 

Simplicity can fcarce be carried too far: 
provided it be not fo lingular as to excite a de- 
gree of ridicule. The fame Caution may be re- 
cjuifite in regard to the value of your drefs ; 
though fplendor be not neceffary, you mufl ren- 
mo.ve all appearance of poverty, the ladies ber 
ing rarely enough fagacious to acknowledge 
beauty through the difguife of poverty. In- 
deed I believe fometimes they miftakc grandeur 
of drefs, for beauty of perfoo. 

A perfon's manner is never eafy, while he 
feels a confeioufnefs that he is fine. The coun- 
try-fellow confidered in fome lights appears gen- 
teel ; but it is not when he is dreft on Sundays 
with a large nofe-gay in his bofom. It is when 
he is reaping, making hay, or when he is hedg- 
ing in his hurden frock. It is then he ails with 
cafe, and thinks himfelf equal to his apparel. 

XL 

When a man has run all lengths himfelf with 
fegard to drefs, there is but "one means re- 
maining, 
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limning, which can add to his appearance. And 
this confifts in having recourfe to the utmoft 
plainncfs in his own apparel, and at the fame 
time richly garnifhing his foot-man or horfe. Let 
the ferrant appear as fine as ever you pleafe, the 
world mull alway confider the mailer as his fu- 
perior. And this is that peculiar excellence fo 
much admired in the belt painters as well as 
poets ; Raphael as Well as Virgil : Where forae- 
what is left to be fupplyed by the fpeftator*s and 
reader's imagination. 

xn. 

Metminks apparel (hould be rich in the fame 
proportion as it is gay : It otherwife carries the 
appearance of fomewhat unfubftantial ; in other 
words of a greater defire, than ability to make a 
figure. 

xm. 

Persons are oftentimes milled in regard to 
their choice of drefs by attending to the beauty 
of colors, rather than felefting fuch colors as may 
encreafe their own beauty, 

XIV. 
I cannot fee why a perfon mould be efteem- 
ed haughty, on account, of his tafte for fine 
cloaths* 
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dooths, any more than one whoitfifroTei-s a fond* 
nefs for birds, flowers, moths or butterflies. ■. fan*' 
gination influences both to feek amufement in 
glowing colours, only the former endeavours to 
give them a nearer relation to himfelf. It apr 
pears to me, that a perfon may love ' fplendour 
without any degree of pride ; which,, is never 
connected with this tafte but when a perfon der 
mands homage on account of the finery he exhi- 
bits. Then if ceafes. to, be tafte, and commences 
mere ambition. Yet the world \t not enough, 
candid to make this effential diftinfHon, 

XIII, 

The firft inftance an officer gives you of hi$ 
courage, cocfifts in wearing deaths infinitely fu* 
perior to his rank, 

XXV, 
Men of quality never appear more amiable 
than when their drefs is plain. Their birth, 
rank, title, and it's appendages are St beft invi- 
dious ; and as they do not need the affiftance of 
drefs, fo, by their difqlaiming the advantage of 
-It, they make their fuperiprity fit more eafy. It 
is otherwife with fuch as depend alone on perfp- 
pal merit; and it was from hence, I preftime, 
' ■ that 
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chat 'Qoin averted he could not afford to go 
plain. 

xvn. 

,Th£%e are certain Ihapcs and phyfiognomles 
jftf fe entirely vulgar a caft, that they could fcarce 
.win refpeft even in the country, though they 
were embellUhed with a drefs ag tawdry a? a 
pjzlp.iftflotlj, 

XVTH. 
A large retinue upon a fmall income, like a 
large cafcade upon a fmall ftream, tends to djf- 
corer it's tenuity. 

xrx. 

Why are perfumes ft> much decryed? when 
a perfon, on his approach, diffufes them, does 
he not revive the Jdeia .which the antients ever 
entertained concerning the defcent of fuperior 
beings, " veiled in a cloud of fragrance T* 

The loweft people are generally the firfl; to 
to find fault with (hew or equipage ; especially 
that of a perfon lately emerged from his obfcu- 
rity. They never once confider that h? is break- 
ing the Ice for themfelves, 

ON 
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ON WRITING AND 
BOOKS. 



FINE writing is generally the effeel of 
fpontaneous thoughts, and a laboured 
ftUe. 

H 

Long fentences in a fhort compofition, are 
lie large rooms in a little houfc > 

m. 

Tbe world may be divided into people that 
read, people that write, people that think, and 
fife-hunters. 

iy« 

Instead of whining complaints concerning 
the imagined cruelty of their miftreffes, if poets 
would addrefs the fame to their mufe, they would 
ail more agreeably to nature and to truth. 

4 V. SC- 
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V, 

Superficial writers, like the mole, often fan- 
cy themfelvcs deep, when they are exceeding 
ne.ar the furface. 

VI. 

Sumite matcriam veftris, qui fcribitis, scqum 
Viribus 

Authois often fail by printing their woria 
on a demi-royal, that fhould have appeared on 
ballad-paper, to make their performance appear 
laudable. 

VII. 

There is no Word in the latin language, that 
fignifies a female friend. Arnica means a miflrefs: 
and perhaps there is no friendfhip betwixt the 
the fcxes wholly difunited from a degree of love. 

vni. 

The chief advantage that ancient writers can 
boaft: over modern ones, feems owing to dupli- 
city. Every noble truth and fentiment was cx- 
preffed by the former in the natural manner ; in 
word and phrafe, fimple perfpicuous and incapa- 
ble of improvement. What then remained for 
later writers but affe&ation, witticifin, and con- 
ceit! 1 

TX. One 
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a. 

One can, now and then, reach an author's 
tead when he ftoops, and, induced by this dp- 
cumftancc, afpire to meafure height with him. 

X r 

The national opinion of a book or treatife is 
not always right — eft ubi peccat — Milton's pa- 
radffe loft is one inftanoe. I mean the cold re- 
ception it met with at foil. 

XL 
Perhaps an acquaintance with men of genk 
os. is rather reputable than {atisfaftoiy. It .is as 
accountable, as it is certain, that fancy heigh* 
tens fenubilityj fenfibllity ftrengthens paffionj 
and paffion makes people humourifts, 

Yet a perfon of genius is often expefted ta 
(hew more difcretion than another man ; and this 
or account of that very vivacity, which is. his 
greareft impediment. This happens for want of 
diftinguifliing betwixt the fanciful talents, and 
the dry mathematical operations of the judge- 
men^ each of which indifcriminately give the 
denomination of a man of genius, 

X1L Aw 
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in. 

An aftor never gained a reputation by aid- 
ing a bad play, nor a mufieian by playing on * 
bad inftrmncnt. 

30IL 
Poets feera to have fame, in lieu of ntoft tem- 
poral advantages.- They are too little formed 
for, bufinefs, to be refpefted: too often feared 
or envied, to be beloved, 

XIV. 
Tt'LLY ever feemed an inftanee to me, how 
far a man devoid of courage, may be a fpirired 
writer. 

XV. 

One would rather be a ftump of laurel thafl 
the ftump of a churchyard yew-tree. 

XVL 

Degere more terse. Virg. Vanbrugh feemti 
to have had this of Virgil in his eye when he 
introduces Mifs Hoyden envying the liberty of a 
grey-hound bitch. 

XVII. 
There is a certain flimzineis 0/ poetry, Which 
icons expedient in a fong, 

XVIIL Die©, 
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XVffi. 
Dido, as well as Deidemona*, feems to have 
been a mighty admirer of ftrange atclrievements. 

Heu quibus ille. 
Jaftarus tatis, quse betta exhaufta conebat. 
Si mihi doh, &c 

This may fliew that Virgil, Shakefpear, and 
Shaftsbury agreed in the fame opinion. 

XLX. 
It is often obferved of. wits, that they will 
lofe their beft friend for the fake of a joke. 
Candor may difcover, that it is their greater 
degree of the love of fame, not the lefs degree 
of their benevolence which is the caufe. 



People in high or in diftingniflied life ought 
to have a greater circumfpefiion in regard to 
their molt trivial aftions. For inftance, I faw 
M. Pope — and what was he doing when you faw 
him ? — why to the beft of my memory, he was 
picking his nofe. 

* Lord Shaftfbury. 

XXL Evek 
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XXL 

Even Joe Miller in his jefts has an eye to 
poetical juftice ; generally gives the viftory or 
turns the laugh on the fide of merit. No {mail 
compliment to mankind. 

XXH. 

To lay a perfon writes a good ftyle, is origi-* 
■ally as pedantick an cxprcffion as to lay ho 
plays a good fiddle. 

YYITT. 
The firft line of Virgil feems to patter like 
an hail-ftorm— Tityre tu paiuhc, So. 

XXIV. 

The vanity and extreme felf-!ove of the 
French is no where more obfenable than in 
their authors ; and among thefe, in none more than 
fioilcau ; who, befidea bis rhodomomades, pre- 
ferves evety tb» moft infipid reading in his notes, 
chough he have removed k from the test for the 
lake of one ever fo much better. 

XXV. 

The writer who gives us the belt idea of 
what may be called the genteel in ftyle and man- 
ner of writing, is, in my opinion, my Lord Shafts- 
bury. Then Mr. Addifon and Dr. Swift. 
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A plain narrative of any remarkable fafl^ 
emphatically- related, has a more linking efleft 
without the author's comment; ,. 

XXVI 

Long periods and fliort Teem analogous togo-> 
thkR and modern ftair-cafes : The fame/ were 
of fueh a foe as our heads and legs could barely 
command ; the latter fuch, that they might com-, 
mand half a dozen. 

' I THrw: fiothirig truly poetic; at leaift fco po- 
etry worth compoung, that does not ftrongly af* 
f eft one's paffions : and this is but (tenderly ef- 
fected by fables, allegories, and lies. . , 

Sncreduliis odi. Hon 

XXVDV 

A preface very frequently contains fnch i 
piece of eriticifm,- as tends to countenance and 
eftablHh the peculiarities of the piece- 

xxvnL 

I hate afliyle, as I do a garden, thjtiswhol-* 
ly flat and regular ; that Aides along like in «t 
and never rifes to 1 what one can call an inequality* 

* xxix.it' 
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XXIX, 
ir U obtiotri todifcoYer ifiat iffipcrft^6ii* «rf 
brie kind have a vifibte tendency to produee per* - 
fe&ons of another* Mr; Pope's bodily difad-* 
Vantages mult inclifle him to a more laborious 
cultivation Of hid talent, without "Which he fore- 
law [bat be muft hare languhhed in obfeurity* 
The advantages of perfon ate a good deal effen- 
ttal to popularity in the grave world as well at 
the gay. Mr. Pope* by as unwearied applica- 
tion to poetry, became not only the farcmriaf 
of the learned* but aUb of the ladies* 

Pope, t think, never dn£e trirhfionS Prior) 
though Prior fpeaks fa hwdibtaely of Fofe id 
hU Alma. One might imagine that the latter/ 
Indebted as he was to the former for fuch num- 
beriefs beauties, ftiould have readily repaid this 
poetical obligation. This cad only be imputed 
» pride or party-cnmiing. In ether words ta 
feme modification of felfiflwek 

ViistL never mentions Hbrace, though itt* 
debted to him for two very well-natured compli- 
loents. 

; Vot< tt t* XXXJL 
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S3CXIL 
Pope feems to me the moft correft writer fince 
Virgil ; the greateft genius, only fince Dryden. 

XXXIIL 
. No one was ever more fortunate than Mr* 
Pope in a. judicious choice of his poetical fabjeds. 

XXXIV. 

■ Pope's talent lay remarkably in what one 
may naturally enough term the condcnfation of 
thoughts. I think no other Engliih poet ever 
brought fo much fenfe into the fame number 
of lines with equal fmoothnefs, eafe, and poeti- 
cal beauty. Let him who doubts of this perufe 
his.Eflay on Man with attention. Perhaps this 
was a talent from which he could not eafily 
have fwerved : Perhaps he could not have fuffi- 
ciently rarefied his thoughts to produce that 
flititeinefs Which is required in a ballad or love- 
fong. His monfter ofRagufa and his tranflations 
from Chaucer have fome little tendency to inva- 
lidate this observation. 

■ XXXV. 
I dl'Rst not have cenfured Mr. Pope's writ- 
ings in his lifetime, you fay. True. A writer 
furrounded 
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Furrounded with all his fame, engaging with 
another that is hardly known, is a man in armour 
attacking another in his night-gown and flippers. 

xxxvi. 

Pope's religion is often found very advan- 
tageous to his defcriptive talents, as it is no doubt 
.embellilhed with the mofl pompous fcenes, and 
oftentatious imagery, rid. 

" When from the cenfer clouds of " &c 

XXXVU. 
Pope has made the utmoft advantage of alli- 
teration, regulating it by the paufe with the ut- 
moft fuccefs : 

, ■ . * Die and endow a college or a cat," &c. &c. 

It is an eafy kind of beauty. Dryden Teems to 
have borrowed it from Spenfer. 

xxxvm. 

Pope has publiflied fewer foibles than any 
. other poet that is equally voluminous. 

XXXIX. 

It is no doubt extremely poflible to form an 

Engliih profody ; but to a good ear it were al- 

moft fuperfluous, and to a bad one ufelefs : This 

N 2 laft 
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tail being, I believe, never joined with a poejicfe 
genius. It may be joined wh}h w't ; it may be 
connected with found judgment.- But is %e]y 
never united with tafte, whish is tie life and foal 
of poetry.* 

Rhyme?, in elegant poetry, ihould ccnifift of; 
fyllables that are long in pronunciation ; fuchasr 
are, far, ire, ore, your ; in which a nice ear will 
find more agreeablenefs than in thefe gnat, nct,- 
knit, knot, nut. 

XIX 

There is a vaft beauty (ttf trie} fa nfing 3 
word of a particular nature in the eighth and 
ninth fyllables of as Euglith verie.- 1 moaa what 
is virtually a dactyl.- For mftauce Th . 

* And pikes; the tyrants of the watry plains" 

Let anyperfonof an ear f«biUt^te' , liquid" inflead 
of " watry," and he will find the difcdvantage. Mfc 
Pope (who has improved our verification through 

a judicious difpofmon of the paufe) feems not 
enough aware of this beauty, 

XLH, At 
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As to the frcqusm ■ tffe jdf alliteration, it has 
prebsfeljr had ift day. 

XLia 

It has ever a good effeft when the ftrefs of 
the thought is laid upon that word which the 
voice moil naturally pronounces with an em- 
phafa. 

* I nunc & verbs tecum meditare, 81$. Hor, 

* CJuam vellent aethere in alto 

f Nunc & fauperiem, &c. Virg. 

* O fortunati quorum jam moenia, &c, Vir& 
. . « At regina gravi jamdudum," &c. Virg. 

Virgil, whole Wry metre 1 appears affeft one's 
pffiotts was a matter of this fecret. 

xuv. 

Therk are numbers in the world who do not 
*ant fenfo, to niaJte a figure; fo much as r an ppi- 
nion pf their own abilities to put them upon re- 
cording iheir obfersations ; and allowing them 
.the fame importance which they do to thofc 
which others print, 

« N 3 XLV; A 
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X£V. 
A good writer cannot with the ufmoft {ludjr 
produce fome thoughts which will flow from a 
bad one with eafe and precipitation. The reverie 
is alfo true- A bad writer, &c. 

XLVt 
• Great wits have fliort memories*' is a pro- 
verb ; and as fuch has undoubtedly fome fouhda T 
tion in nature. The cafe feems to be, that men 
of genius forget, things of common concern, un- 
important fails and cir cumftances, which make no 
flight impreflion in every-day minds. But fure it 
will be found that all wit depends on memory ; 
i. e. on the recollection of paflages, either to il- 
luftrate, or contrafte with, any prefent occafiojv 
It is probably the fate of a common understand-; 
ing to forget the very things which the man of 
wit remembers. But an oblivion of thofe things 
which almoft every one remembers, renders' his 
cafe the more remarkable, and thus explains the 
myftery. 

XLvn. 

Prudes allow no quarter to fuch ladies as 

have fallen a facrifice to the gentle pafiions, either 

becaufe. themfelves, being born away by the ma- 

4 ' lignanc 
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Iignant ones, perhaps never felt the other fo 
powerful, as to occafion them any difficulty ; or 
becaufe no one has tempted them to tranfgrefs 
that way themfelves. It is the lame cafe with 
fome criticks, with regard\to the errors of inge- 
nious writers. 

XLVHI. 
It feems with wit and good-nature, " Utrum 
horum mavis accipe." Tafte and good-nature 
are unfrerfally cennefted, 

XXIX. 
Voituse's compliments to ladies are honed 
on account of their excefs. 



Poetry and consumptions are the moll flat- 
tering of difeafes. 

IX 

Evert perfon infenfibly fixes upon fome de- 
gree of refinement in his difcourfe, fome meafure 
of thought which he thinks worth exhibiting. 
It is wife to fix this pretty high, although it oc- 
cafions one to talk the lefs. 

N 4 LII. Some 
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Sous men ufe np other means to acquire re* 
(pea, than by infilling on it ; and it fomctimef 
jnfwers their purpose, as it does ait hjghwa j* 
man 1 *: in regard tj> money, 

MB, 

There is nothing exert? a genius fr much] 
be writing plays >. the reafon is, that the writer 
puts himfcjf in the place of every perfon tha£ 
(peaks, 

LTV, 

Perfect characters m a ppem make but lit* 
tie better figure than regular hills, perpendku. 
Jar trees, uniform rocks, and level fheets of wa- 
ter, in the formation of a land/kip. The reafon. 
& they arc not natural, and moreover vm Viu 
ri«y, 

LV, '. 

Tb i f l k s dlfcoYcr a chaca&cr more than ae. 
t'tonfi of importance. In regard to the former, 
a perfon ia off his guard, and thinks it not mate- 
rial t.p ufe difguife. It is,, to me, no fanperfcA 
$nt upwards the di&overy pf a man's character, 

to' 
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Jay he looks as though you might be certain 
fff finding a pin upon h» flecre, 

LVt 

A grammarian fpeaks of firft and feoond 
perfon: A poet of Celia. and Corydon, A ma,* 
thematician of A. and B. A lawyer of Nokes 
and Style?. The very quinteffence of pedantry ! 

lvh. 

Sbakespea^ makes his very bombaft anfwer 
his purpofe, by the perfons he chufes to utter 
it 

Lvm. 

■ A poet, till be arrives at thirty, can fee u) 
other good, than a poetical reputation. About 
that xra, he begins to difcover fome other. 

Thx plan of Spender's Fairy-queen, appear? 
IP me very imperfect. His imagination, though 
very CMenfire, yet fomewhat lefs fo, perhaps, 
than is generally allowed; if one confiders the 
facility of realizing and equipping forth the vir. 
tucs and vices. His metre has fomc advantages, 
though, in many refpefis exceptionable. His 
good-nature vifible, through every part of his 
poem. His conjunction of the Pagan and Chri- 
.ftian fcheme (as be introduces the deities of both 
acting 
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acting funultaneoufly) wholly inexcufable. Much 
art and judgment are discovered in parts, and 
but little in the whole. One may entertain fome 
doubt whether the perufal of his monftrous de- 
scriptions he not as prejudicial to rrne tafte, asit 
k advantageous to the extent " of imagination. 
Spenfer to be fure expands the laft, but then he 
expands it beyond it's due limits. After all, there 
are many favorite paffages 1 in his Fairy Queen, 
which will be inftances of a great and cultivated 
genius mifapph'ed, : 

LLX ' 
A poet, that fails, in writing, becomes often 
a morofe critick. The weak and infipid white- 
wine makes at length a figure in vinegar* 

IX 
People of fortune, perhaps, covet the ac- 
quaintance of eftabliflied writers, not fo much 
upon account of the focial pleafure, as the cre- 
dit of it: The former would induce them to 
chufe perfons of iefe capacities, and tempers 
.more conformable. 

LXI. 

Language is to the understanding what a 

genteel motion is to the body j a very great a& 

vantage 
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vantage. But a perfon may be fuperior to ano- 
ther in underftanding, that has not an equal dig- 
pity of expreffioa; and a man may boafl: an 
hanfomer figure, that is inferior to another in 
regard to motion. ..... 

LXII, 
The words ■ no more" have a Angular pa- 
thos; reminding us at once of paft pleafure, and 
the future exclufion of it. 

Lxm. 

Every fingle obfervation that is publifhed by 
a man £>f genius, be h ever fo trivial, . fliould be 
efteemed of importance ; becaufe he fpeaks from 
his own impreflions ; whereas common men pub- 
lifli common things, which they have, perhaps, 
gleaned from frivolous writers. • 

LXIV. 

' " It is providential that our affection diminifhes 
in proportion as our friends power encreafes. 
Afteftion is of lefs importance whenever a per- 
fon can fupport himfelf. It is on this account 
that younger brothers are often beloved more 
than their elders ;' and that Benjamin is the fa- 
vorite. We may trace the fame law throughout 
the an(mal creation, 

LXV. 
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The time of life when fancy predominate* if 
path ; the feafon when judgment decides bed, 
is age. Poets, therefore, are always in refpeft 
of their dlfpofition, younger than other perfons : 
A circiimftance that gives the latter part of their 
lites feme rntonfiftency. " The coot phlegtnaxick 
tribe dilcovcx it m the former. 

One fometimes meets with inftances of genteel 
abruption in writers ; but I wonder it is not ufed 
more frequently, as it has a prodigious effeft 
upon the reader. For inilance (after Falftaff^ 
ttifappointment in fetving Shallow at court) 

* Matter Shallow, I owe yon a thoufaad, 

pounds*' — -* 

Shafcefpcar. 

Whim Eapdulph commanded Philip of France, 
to proceed no' farther againfl England, but tq 
(heath the fword he had drawn at the Pope's 

own instigation : 

• Now it 1 had already eoft Philip eighty thorn 
* fend pound in preparations — — " 

Aftee 
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After the detail of kifig John's abjc& fab* 
tuff qu to the Pope's legate. 

" Now John was hated and defpifed before/' 

But, perhaps, the ftrongeft of all may bd 
iakea from the Scripture. (Coadufkm of a chap' 
Kir in St. John) 

* Now Barabbas was a robber.--*" 

lxvh. 

A poet hurts' hhnfelf by writing profe ; as i 
t ate-hoHe hurts his motions by eondefeending td 
draw in a teanL 

■ \ ; , n LXVHL 
The faperior poliienefs o£ the French is irf 
nothing more dtfccrnible than in the phrafes uiect 
by them and us to exprefe an aflah* being ifl 
agitation. The former fays, "fur la tapis j* the 
hitter * upon the anril.** Does it not Ihew alfb" 
the fincerity and ferions fate with which we chtetf 
upon bufinefs, and the negligent and jaunty air 
with which they perform even the tnott im- 
portant? 

LUX. 
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'" UK1X. 

There are two qualities adherent to the moffc 
ingenious authors. I do not mean without ex- 
ception. A decent pride that will admit of no fer- 
vility, and a fheepilh baihfulnefs that keeps 
their worth concealed : The fuperbia quaefita 
meritis, and the malus pudor, of Horace. The 
one will not fuffer them to make advances to 
the great; the other difguifes that merit for 
which the great would feek out .them. , Add 
to thefe the frequent indolence of fpeculative 
tempers. 

LXX. 
A poetical genius feeiris the molt elegant of 
youthful accomplilhmeats ; but it is entirely a 
youthful one. Flights of fancy, gayety of beha- 
vior, fprightlinefs of drefs, and a blooming afpefl, 
confpire very amicably to their mutual embel- 
iiftunent : but the poetick talent has no more to 
do with age, than it would avail His Grace of 
Canterbury to have a knack at country dances, 
pr a genius for a catch. 
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LSXL 
■ The moll obfequious raufes, like the fondeft 
and moft willing courtezans, fcldom leave us any 
reafon to boaft much of their favors. 

tXXII. 
If you write an original piece, you wonder no 
one ever thought of the bed of fubjefts before 
you j if a tranflation, of the beft authors. 

LXXIIL 
The antient poets feem to value themfelves 
greatly upon their power of perpetuating the 
fame of their cotemporaries. Indeed the circum- 
ftance that has fixed their language, has been 
the only means of verifying fome of their vain- 
glorious prophecies. Otherwjfe the hiftorians 
appear more equal to the talk of conferring im- 
mortality. An hiflory will live, though written 
ever fo indifferently ; and is generally lefs fufpe£- 
ed, than the rhetorick of the mufes. 

LXXIV. 

I woNjjaa authors do notdifcover how much 
more elegant it is to fix their name to the end of 
their preface, or any introductory addrefs than 
to the title-page. It is, perhaps, for the fake 
of an F. K. S. or an LL, D. at the end of it. 

LXXV. 
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LXXV* 

It JhooML (eean, the many lies, discernible id 
books of travels* may be owing to accounts cd-> 
tefted from Improper people - * Were one to giv* 
& chancer of the Englifh from what the vulgar 1 
aft and believe, it would convey * a ftrange ide* 
of the Englifh underftandingi 

LXXVL 

Might not the poem ©a the" Seafons hare' 
been rendered more uni, by giving out the de- 
fign of nature tn the beginning of winter, and 
afterwards confidering all the raneues of fcafo» 
a* means aiming at one cad? 

liXVIt 

taincxs mttft excufcmc, if I Compare th«rt 
to certain animals called Afies ; who* by gnaw 
teg Tines originally ought the great admmugd 
of priming than* • -.. .; 

tXXVBL 

Evert good poet includes aerkick; the re' 
terfc will not hold. . 

* Miffionaoea dtp a faQ to troy Iniiu nation that jiS- 
tkesthein. 
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lxxix. 

We want a word to exprefs the Hofpes.of 
Hbfpita of the afitientS ; Among them, p&tops, 
the mod refpeftable of all characters, yet with/ 
OS tranflated Hoft, which we apply alfo to'ari 
Itm-kfieper. Nefther haVe we any word to ex- 
pcefs Arnica, as if we thought a woman at» 
ways was fomewhat more or lefs than a friend. 

• " LXXX; 

t kwow not where any Latin author nfes 
Ignotos btherwife than as obfcure: " Perfons,**. 
AS the modern phrafe implies, " whom nobody 
" knows." Yet it is ufed differently on Mrsj 
L ■ ■ * s monument. 

LXXXI/ 

The philosopher who confidered the world" as 
ose' Tift animal* could efteem Mmfelf no other' 
than a loufe upon the back of it* 

T.YYTTf. 

Ok.atoes and ftage-ooachme'n, when the one 
wants arguments, and the other a coat of arms ; 
adorn their caufe and their coaches with rhetor iek 
and flower-pots, 

V9t.11. o Lxxxnt 
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LXXXIH. 
It is idle to be much alfiduous in the pern- 
fal of inferior poetry. Homer, Virgil, and Ho- 
race, give the true tafte in' compofition; and a 
perfon's own imagination ihould be able to fup- 
* ply the reft. 

In the fame manner it is fuperftuous to purfue 
inferior degrees of fame. One truly fplendid 
aftion, or one well-finilhed compofition includes 
more than all the rcfults from more trivial per- 
formances. I mean this for perfons who make 
fame their only motive. 

Very few fentiments are proper to be put in a 
perfon's mouth, during the firft attack of grief. 

Evert thing difgufts, but mere fimplicity; 
the fcriptural writers defcribe their heroes ufing 
only fomefuch phrafe as this: " Alas my brother, 
« O Abfalon my fon ! my fon ! &c ft The la- 
mentation of Saul over Jonathan is more diffufe, 
but at the fame time entirely ample. 

" Angling is literally defcribed by Martial : " 

* — tremula pifcem deducere feta*" - 

From 
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From Khun fcedus feems to come the Englilh 
phrafe and cuftom of Striking a bargain. > 

I like Ovid's Amours better than his Epif- 
tles. There feems a greater variety of natural 
thoughts : Whereas when one has read the fubjeft 
of one of his epiftles one forefees what it will 
produce in a writer of his imagination. 

The plan of his Elegies for the molt part well 
defigned — The anfwers of Sabtnus, nothing. 

Necessity may be the mother of lucrative 
invention ; but is the death of poetical. 

If a perfon fufpe&s his phrafe to be fomewhat 
too familiar andabjeft, it were proper he fhould 
accuftom himfelf to compofe in blank verfc : But 
let him be much upon his guard againft antient 
Piftpl's phrafeology. 

Providence feems altogether impartial in the 
difpenfation which bellows riches upon one, and 
a contempt of riches upon another. 

Respect is the general end for which riches, 

power, place, title, and fame, are implicitly de- 

O 2 fired 
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fired. 'When one is poffeffed of the end thfrougBr 
any one of thcfc means, is it not wholly unghilo- 
Ibphical to cotet the remainder? 

Lord Shaftsbury in the genteel managment 
of fome familiar ideas, feeras to have no equal. 
He discovers an 1 eloignment from vulgar phrafes" 
nwch becoming a perfon of quality. His iketches 
ftould be ftudied like thofe of Raphael. His 
Enquiry is one of the fliorteft and cleared fyftems- 
of morality. 



me? 



The quefliort is, whether you diftinguiifi n» 
becaufe you have better fenfe than other people ; 
c*r whether you feem' to have better fenfe tfean. 
other people, becaufe you diftinguUh me; 

One feels the fame kind of difgiift in reading 
Roman hiftory, which one does- m novels, or 
even epic poetry. We too' eaflly forefee- to- 
whom the viftory wilt' fall. The heroes the' 
knight-errant, and the Roman are" too feldon* 
overcome. ■' 

The elegance and dignity of the Romans h in' 
nothing more confpicuoos than iff their anfwers 

to ambaffadors, • ■ ■ 

TnxKK 
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There is an important omiflion in moft of oar 
grammar-fchools, through which what we read 
either of fabulous or real hiftory leaves either , 
faint or confufed impreffions. I mean the ne- 
glect of old geographic maps. "Were- maps of 
antient Greece, Sicily, Italy, fcc. "in ufe there, 
ihe knowledge we there acquire would not want 
.*o be renewed afterwards* as is now generally 
•the cafe. 

A person of a pedamick turn will fpend jive 
fears in tranflaring, and contending for the beau- 
ties of a worfe poem than he might write in five 
weeks himfelf. There feem to be authors who 
w.UJi to facrifice their whole character of genius, 
to that of. learning* . . .. 

BpitEAj; has endeavoured to prove in one of 
his admirable Jktyrs, that man has no manner of 
pretence to prefer his faculties before thofe of 
the brute creation. Odlham has tranBated him : 
My Lord Rochefter has imitated him : And eves 
Mr. Pqp? declares, 

. * <That reafon raife o*er inftinct how you can, 
# In this 'tis God direfts ; in that 'tis man." 

3 Indsso 
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.Indeed theEflay on Man abounds with illuf- 
trations of this maxim ; aod 'tis amazing to find 
how many plaofible reafpns may be urged to 
fupport it. It feems evident that our itch of 
reafoning, and fpirit of curiofity precludes more 
happinefs than it can poflibly advance. What 
numbers of difeafcs are entirely artificial things ? 
Far from the ability of a brute to contrive. We 
difrclifh and deny ourfelves cheap and natural 
gratifications, through fpeculative prefciences and 
doubts about the future. We cannot difcover 
the defigns of our Creator. We ftiould learn 
then of brutes to be eafy under our ignorance, 
and happy in thofe obje&s that feem intended, 
pbyioufly, for our happinefs: Not overlook the 
flowers of the garden, and fooliflily perplex our- 
felves with the intricacies of the labyrinth. 

I wish but two editions of all books whatfi>; 
eyer. One of the fimple text, publiihed by 
a fociety of able hands : Another with the. 
various readings and remarks of the ableil com- 
mentators. 

. To endeavour, all one's days, to fortify our. 

minds with learning and philofophy, is to fpend 

(9 



^.iizai^Google 



MANNERS, AND THINGS. 199 
fo much in armour that one has nothing left to 

defend, 

I f one would think with philofophers, one 
muft converfe but little with the vulgar. Thefe 
by their very number will force a perfon into a 
fondnefsfor appearance, a love of money, a de- 
fire of power ; and other plebeian p&ffions : Ob- 
jects which they admire, becaufe they have no 
ftare in 5 and have not learning to fupply the 
place of experience. 

Livy, the moft elegant and principal of the 
Roman hiftorians, was, perhaps, as fuperftitious 
as the moft unlearned Plebeian. We fee be 
never is deftitute of appearances, accurately de- 
fcribed, and folemnly afferted, to fupport parti- 
, cular events by the interpofition of exploded 
deities. The puerile attention to chickens feed- 
ing in a morning— And then a piece of gravity: 
" Parva funt htec, fed parva ifta non contem- 
" nenda, majores noftri maximam hancrem fece- 
" runt." 

It appears from the Roman hiftorians, that 

the Romans had a particular veneration for the 

fortunate. Their epithet Felix feems ever to 

to imply a favorite of the gods. I am millaken, 

O 4 or 
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pr modern Rome his, generally afied in an appOr 
pre manner. Numbers amongft them navf,.b^ea 

. canonized, upon,, the £ngj£ merit ff npfpr/tucicf 

How different appears antient and modern 
dialogue, on account of the fuperficial fubjefts 
upon which we now generally coaverfe 1 Add- to 
f his, the ceremonial of modern times, and the 
number of titles wjth which fome kings clog and 
encumber conversation. 

The celebrated bqldpefs of an eaftern meta- 
t>hor is, I believe, fometimes allpwed it, for th$ 
ipconfiderable fimilitude it bears to it's fubjeft. 

The ftyle of letters, perhaps, fhojdd Q Q l "ft 

hj^her, than t|ie iiyle of reined cpuy : er&no!i. 

J.OVE-VER8ES, wrjttep, wjthout, real paffion, 
Ke often the moft naufeous of all conceits. Thofe 
wrjt,teq from the heart wjlj ever bring to mind 
that delightful feafon of youth, and poetry, and. 

Viroil gives one fiich exceffive pleafnre ig, 
his writings, beyond any other writer, by uniting 
the moft perfe^ harmony of metre, with the, 
'matt pteauhg ideas, or images, 

jQualera. 
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•- w ArgentimTariurVc lapis- ■ ■ m ■ 
With' 9 thoufand better ioftances. 

? Nothing tends fe much to produce drunken* 
neffir Or evenmadnefs, as the frequent nfe of pa* 
neadittfes in converfation. ' 

Few greater images of impatience, than a 
general feeing his brave army over-matched and 
cut to pieces, and looking out continually to fee 
his ally approach with forces to his affiflance, 
3ee Shakefpear, 

* When my dear Percy, when my heart's dear 
* Harry 

.? Caft many a northward look to fee his father 
f Bring up his pow'rs— but he did look iu vain," 
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B O O K S, &c. 

SIMILES drawn from odd eircumnance* 
and cifefts ftrangely accidental, bear a near 
relation to falie wit. The belt inftance of the 
kind h that celebrated line of Waller ; 
" He grasp'd at love, and fiU'd bis hand with 
" bays." 

Virgil difcovers lefs wit, and more tafle than 
any writer in the world— Some inftances, 

' ** '■ longumque bibebat amorem." 

What Lucretius fays of the * edita doflrinae 
" fapientum templa"— " the temples of phtlofo- 
" phers"— .appears in no fenfe more applicable 
than to a fnug and eafy chariot: 

" Difpicere undc queas alios, paJnmque videre 
* Errare, atque viam palantes quasrere vitae." 

i. e. From whence you may look down upon 
foot-paffengers, fee them wandring on each fide 
you, and pick their way through the dirt. 

* ferioufly 
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" From learning's tow'ring height to gaze around, 
"And fee plebeian fpirits range below." 

There is a. fort of .mafonry in poetry, 'where- 
in the paufe reprefents the joints of building; 
which ought in every line and courfe to have 
their difpofition varied. 

The difference betwixt a witty writer, and. a 
writer of tafte is chiefly this. The former is 
negligent what ideas he introduces, fo he joins 
them furprizingly — The latter is principally 
careful what images he introduces, and ftudies 
Simplicity rather than furprize in his manner of 
of introduction. 

It may in fome meafure account for the dif- 
ference of tafte in the reading of books, to con- 
iider the difference of our ears for mufick. One 
is not pleafed without a perfeft melody of ltile, 
be the fenfe what it will : Another, of no ear 
for mufick, gives to fenfe it's full weight without 
any dedu&ion on account of harflinefs. 

Harmoxy 
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Hahmony of period, and melody of .ftile tare 
greater weight than is generally imagined in 'the 
judgment we pafs upon writing and writers. .'. As 
a proof of this, la as reflet\ what texts of fcrip- 
Ojre; what .lines in -poetry;, or what periods we 
mpft remember and quote, either in ycrfe or 
prof«, and' we fljall find them to be only mufieal 



I wonder the antient mythology never fljew* 
Apollo enamoured of Venus; conndering the 
remarkable deference that wit has paid to beauty 
in all ages. The Orientals ait more confonantly, 
when they fuppofe the nightingale enamoured 
pf the rofe ; . the molt harmonious bird of the 
faireft and moll delightful flower, 

Hope is a flatterer; bat the mod upright 
of all parafites, for flie frequents the poor man's 
but; as well as the palace of his fuperior, - 

What is termed humour in profe, I con- 
ceive, would be confidered as burlefque in poetry ; 
Of which balances, may be given. 

FcKH^ps, burlefque may be divided into fuefc 

it turns chiefly upon the thought, and fuch as 

I depends 
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depends more upon the expreflion : Or we may 
add' a ihTrd kind, confifting In thoughts ridku- 
loufiy drcfled in language much abovei ; or beW 
thek dignity. ._ . ;_ w 

Thi Splendid mHling,' of Mr. Phifhps, arid* 
the HudTbras of Butler are the molt obvious mw 
fiances. Butler, however, depended mudiupoit 
the ludicrous effect of his double rliimcs. la 
other refpefts, to declare my own fentiments, be 
» rather a witty writer than an humorous one. 

: t Sc E3TE s below verfe,*mcrery verfified, lay claim 
so a degree of humour. 

Swift in poetry deserves a place ibraewheres. 
betwixt Butler and Horace. He has the wit of ' 
the former, and the graceful negligence which 1 
we find m the latter' s epiftles and fatyrs. 1 be- 
lieve few. people difcover left humour in Don , 
Quixote than myfelf. For befide the general 
famenefs of adventure, whereby it is eafy to fore- 
fee what he will do on moll oecafioas, it is not 
lb eafy «0 raife a laugh from the wild atchiev-. 
merits of a madman. The natural paffion in thac 
cafe is pity, with fomc fmall portion of mirth aj 
moft. Sancho's character is indeed comic, and, 
were it. removed from the- romance, would dis- 
cover 
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cover how little there was of humour in the cha- 
rafler of Don Quixote. 

It is a fine ftroke of Cervantes, when Sancho^ 
fick of his government, makes no anfwer to his, 
comforters, but aims dire&ly at his {hoes and 
ftockings. 



OF 



J.gilizedbyGoOglC- 



MANNERS, ANDTHINGS. 207 



OF MEN AND MANNERS. 



THE arguments againft pride drawn fo 
frequently by our clergy from the ge- 
neral infirmity, circumftances, and cataftrophe 
of our nature, are extremely trifling and infigni- 
cant. Man is not proud as a fpecies, but as -an 
individual ; not, as comparing himfelf with other 
beings, but with his fellow-creatures. 

n. 

I have often thought that people draw many 
of their ideas of agreeablenefs in regard to pro- 
portion, color, &c. from their own perfons. 

ra. - 

It is happy enough that the fame vices which 
impair one's fortune, frequently ruin our con- 
stitution, that the one may not furvive the 
other. 

IV. 
. Deference often flirinks and withers as 
much upon the approach of intimacy, as the 
4 fenfitire 



Agnized by GoOgIC 



<«g ESSAYS ON ME N, 
ienfiriTc plant does upon the touch of one's) 
inger* 

V. 

The word folly is, perhaps, die prettieft wbfd 
in the language. Amufement, and Diversion are 
good well-meaning words : But Paftirae is what 
nerer mould he ufed but in a bad fenfe : It » 
▼ile to fay fuch a thing is agreeable, becaufe it 
helps to pafs the tune away. 

Tt 
Danc ing in the rough is one of 1 the molt na- 
tural exprefhons of joy, and coincides with jump- 
ing. When it is regulated, it is merely * cum 



Vfl. 
A plain down-right, open-hearted fellow's 
convcrfation is as infipid, fays Sir flume, as i 
play without a plot ; it does not afford one th* 
amufemem of thinking. 

vm. 

The fortunate have many paralites -. Hope is 
the only one that Youchfafes attendance apod 
the wretched and. the beggar, 

IX A 
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K. 

A man of genius miftaking his talent lofes the 
advantage of being diftinguilhed ; a fool of being 

undiftinguiihed. 

X. 

Jfi aloij s y is the fear or apprehenficfn of fu- 
periority : Eayy our uneafinefs under it, 

XL 

What fome people term Freedom is nothing 
die than a liberty of faying and doing difagree- 
able things. It is but carrying the notion a tittle 
higher, and it would require us to break and 
have a head broken reciprocally without of* 
, fence. 

XII. 
I cannot fee why people arc afl&med to- 
acknowledge their pa$on for popularity. The. 
love of popularity is the lore of being, be- 
loved. 

xm. 

The sridicule with -which fome people affeft 
to triumph oyer their fuperiors, is as though 
the moon under an eclipfe Ihould pretend to 
laugh at the fun. 

Vol. II. P XIV. Zea- 
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XIV. 

Zealous men are ever difplaying to you the* 
ftrength of their belief, while judicious me* 
are {hewing you the grounds of it; 

1 XV. 
I considee yoar very-telly and quaw eUbme 
people, in the fame light as I do a loaded gun y 
Which may by accident go oh? and kilt one. 

XVL 
I am afraid humility to genius is as an cxtin* 
gaifher to a candle. 

xvn.. 

Many perfons, when exalted, affiime an in- 
foleot humility, who behaved before with an in- 
folent haughtmefs. 

XVHL 
Men are fometimes accufed of pride, merely 
beeaufe their accufers would be proud themfelvcs> 
if they Were in their places* 

XIX. 

Men of fine parts, they fay, are often proud; 
I anfwer, dull people are feldQm fo, and both 
act upon an appearance of reafon, 

XX, It 
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xx. 

It was obferved of a moil accomplished lady", 
that fhe was withai fo very modeft, that one fome- 
times thought flu negletted the praifes of hef 
wit, becaufe file could depend on thofe of hef 
beauty } at other times that flie flighted thofe of 
her. beauty, knowing flie might rely on thofe of 
her wit. 

XXt 

The only difference betwixt xpine and ate 
feem to be that of chemic and galenic medi- 
cines, 

xm 

It is the reduplication, or accumulation of 
compliments that gives them their agreeabf enefs : 
I mean when, fecming to wander from the fub- 
jeft, you return to it again with greater force. 
As a common inftance. " I wifh it was capable 
* of a precife dEmonftration how much I eftecia, 
" love, and honor yem, beyond all the rich, the 
" gay, the great, of this fublunary' fphere j 
" But I believe that both divines and laymen will 
" agree that the fublimeft and mod valuable 
" truths are oftentimes leaft capable of demon' 
■* ftration,'* 

p a xxm. 
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TYtn. 

Jt is a noble piece of policy that; is ufed in 
fome arbitrary governments (but ftu'tabk to 
none other) to iuftill it into the minds of the 
people that their Great Duke knowcth all 
things. 

XXIV. 
In an heavy oppreffive atmofphere, when the 
fpirits fink too low, the bed cordial is to read 
over all the letters of one's friends. ' 

xxv. 

Pride and modefty are fometimes found to 
unite together in the fame character : And the 
mixture is as falutary as that of wine and water. 
The worll combination I know is that of avarice 
and pride ; as the former naturally obftrufts the 
good that pride eventually produces. What I 
mean is, expence. 

XXVL 

A great many tunes, by a variety of cirenm- 
" rotatery flouri(hes, put one in mind of a hrk's 
defcent to the ground. 

XXVH. 
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xxvn. 

People frequently; ufe this exprdfion, "lam 
".inclined to think i'o and fo;" not confidering 
that they are then fpeaking the moil literal of 
all truths. 

XXVIII. 

The fiVft part of a news-paper which an ill- 
natured man examines, is, the lift of bankrupts, 
and the bills of mortality. 

XXIX. 

The chief thing which induces men of fenfe 

to nfe airs of fuperiority, is the contemplation 

of coxcombs ; that is, conceited fools ; who 

would otherwife run away with the men of fenfe's 

. privileges. 

XXX. 

To be entirely engroffed by antiquity, and as 
it were eaten, up with ruft, is' a bad compliment 
to the prefent age. 

XXXI. 
Ask to borrow fix-pence of the Mufes, and 
they tell you at prefent they" are out. of caih, but 
P 3 hereafter 
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hereafter they will furnifb you with five thou* 
fand pounds. 

xxxn. 

The argument agatnft reftraining our paffion* 
bccaufe we ihall not have it always in our power 
to gratify them, is much ftronger for their re- 
straint, than it is for their indulgence, 

xxxnr. 

Few men, that. would caufe refpeft and dif- 
tance merely, can fay any thing by which their 
*nd will be fo effectually anfwered as by faience, 

XXXIV. 
There is nothing more uniyerfally commend- 
ed than a fine day ; the reafon is, that peoples 
can commend it without envy. 

XXXV, 
. One may, modeftly enough, calculate one's 
appearance for refpefl upon the road, where 
refpect and convenience fo remarkably coincide, 

XXXVI. 
Although a man cannot procure himfelf a 
title at pleafare, he may vary the appellation he 
.goes 
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goes by, confiderably. As, from Tom, to Mr. 
Thomas, to Mr. Mufgrove, to Thomas Mufgrove, 
efquirc. And this by a behaviour of referve, or 
familiarity. 

XXXVII. 
For a man of genius to condefcend in conver- 
fatioa with vulgar people, gives the fenfation 
, that a tall man feels on being forced to Itoup is 
9. low room. 

XXXVHI. 
There is nothing more univerfally prevalent 
than flattery. Perfons, who difcover the flat- 
terer, do not always difapprpve him, becaufe he 
imagines them considerable enough to deferve 
his applications. It is a tacit fort of compliment, 
that he efteems them to be -fuch as it is worth his 
while to flatter. 

■ And when I tell him he hates flattery, 
* He fays he does, being then moil flattered." 
Shakefpear. 

XXXIX. 

A person has fometimes more publick than 
private merit. Honorio and his family wore 
mourning for their anceftor ; but that of all the 
world was internal and fracere, 

P 4 Your 
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Your plain domeftick people, who talk- of 
their humility, and home-felt fatisfaftions, will 
in the fame breath difcover how much they 
envy a mining character. How is this con- 
fiftent ? 

You are prejudiced, fays Pedanticus ; I will 
not take your word, or your chara&er of that man. 
— But the grounds of my prejudice are the fource 
of my accufation. 

A proud man's intimates are generally more 
attached to him, than the man of merit and 
humility can pretend his to be. The reafon is, 
the former pays a greater compliment in bis 
eondefcenfion. 

The fituation of a king, is fo far from being 
miferable, as pedants term it ; that, if a perfon 
have magnanimity, it is the happieft I know ; 
as he has affuredly the molt opportunities of 
diitinguifliing merit, and conferring obligations. 

XL. 

" Conteraptas dominns fplendidior rei. 1 * 
A man, a gentleman, evidently appears more 
eonfidenible by feeming to defpife his fortune, 
than 
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than a citizen and mechanick by his endeavours 

to magnify it. 

XLX 
What man of fenfe, for the benefit of coal- 
mines, would be plagued with colliers conver- 
f at ion? 

SLU. 

Modesty makes large amends for the pain 

it gives the perfons who labour under it, by the 

prejudice it affords every worthy perfon in their 

favor. 

XLHL 
Third thoughts often coincide with the firft, 
and are generally the bell grounded. We firft 
relifh nature and the country, then artificial 
amufements and the city ; then become impatient 
to retire to the country again. 

SXIV. 

While we labour to fubdue our paffions, 
we -fliould take care not to extinguifli them. 
, Subduing our paJfions, is difengaging ourfelves 
from the world; to which, however, whillt we 
refide in it, we mull always bear relation ; and 
we may detach ourfelves to fuch a degree as to 
pafs 
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an ufclcfs and inlipid life, which we were not 
meant to do. Our exiftence here is at leaft one 
part of a fyftem. 

A man has generally the good or ill qualities 
which he attributes to mankind. 

XLV. 

Angze and the thirft of revenge are a kind 
of fever. Fighting, and law-fuits, bleeding ; at 
leaft, an evacuation. The latter oceafions a diffi- 
parion of money; the former of thofe fiery 
fpirits which caufe a preternatural fermenta-- 
tioo. 

XLVL 
Were a man of pleafure to arrive at the full 
extent of his feveral wifhes, he mull immediately 
feel himfelf miferable. It is one fpecies of de- 
fpair to have no room to hope for any addition to 
one's happinefs. 

His following wifli muft muft then he to wjfh 
he had fome frelh object for his withes. A 
ftrong argument that our minds and bodies were 
both meant to be for ever a&ive. 

xjjvtl 
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XLVII. 

I have feen one evil underneath the fun which 
gives me particular mortification. 

The referve or flrynefs of men of fenfe gene- 
rally confines them to, a fmall acquaintance ; and 
ihey find numbers their avowed enemies, the 
jimilarity of whofe taftes, had fortune brought 
them once acquainted, would have rendered them 
their fondeft friends, 

XLvm. 

A mere relator of matters of fair, is fit only 
for an evidence in a court of juftice. 

XLEC 

If a man be of fuperior dignity to a woman, a 
woman is furely as much fuperior to a man that 
is effeminated, Lily's rule in the grammar hat 
well enough adjufted this fubordination. * The 

* mafculine is more worthy than the feminine, 

* and the feminine more worthy than the neuter,'* 

A gemtleman of fortune will be often com- 
plaining of taxes; that his eft ate is inconfidera- . 
ble ; that he can never make fo much of it as the 
world is ready to imagine. A mere citizen, on 
the. 
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the other hand, is always aiming to Ihew his 
riches; fays, that he employs fo many hands ; 
he keeps his wife a chaife and one ; and talks 
much of his Chinefe ornaments at his paltry- 
cake-houfe in the country. They both aim at 
praife, but of a very diftinft kind. Now, fup- 
pqfmg the Cit worth as much in money as the 
other is in land, the Gentleman furely chufes the. 
better method of oftentatioa, who confiders him- 
fclf as fomewhat fuperior to his fortune, than 
he who feems to look up at his fortune, and cou- 
fequently fets himfelf beneath it. 

IX 

The only kind of revenge which a man of 
fenfe need take upon a fcoundrel, is, by a feries 
of worthy behaviour, to force him to admire and 
efteem his enemy, and yet irritate his animofity, 
by declining a reconciliation. As Sir John Fal- . 
ftaff might fay, turning even quarrels to com- 
modity. 

T.TT r 

It is poffible, by means of glue to conneft, two 
pieces of wood together ; by a powerful cement, 
to join marble ; by the mediation of a prieft, to 
unite a man and woman ; but of all aflociations 
the moll effe&ual is betwixt an idiot and a knave. 
They 
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They become in a manner incorporate. The 
former feems fo framed to admire and idolize 
the latter, fhat the latter may feize and devour 
him as his proper prey. 

Lin. 

The. fame degree of penetration that {hews 
you another in the wrong, (hews him alfo, in 
refpeft to that inftance, your inferior: Hence 
the obfervatiion and the real.faft, that people of 
clear heads are what the world calls opinionated, 

LTV. 

There is none can baffle men of fenfe, but 
fools, on whom they can make no impreulon. 

LV. 

The regard one fhews ceconomy, is like that 
we (hew an old aunt who is to leave us fbmething 
at laft. . Our behaviour on this account ag'much 
conflrained as that 

" Of one well-iludied in a fad oftent 
" To pleafe his granam." 

. Shakefpear. 

LVL 
Fashion is a great reftralnt upon your per-' 
ferns of tafte and fancy ; who would otherwife, 
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m the moft trifling instances, be able to diftifiJ 
guifh thcmfelves from the vulgar* 

Lvn. 

A lyaiTEK. who pretends to polifli the human 
undemanding, may beg by the fide of Rutter't 
chariot who fells a powder for the teeth. 

LVffl. 

The difference there is betwixt honour and 
honefty, feems to be chiefly in the 1 motive. The 
mere honed man does- (hat from duty, which the 
man of honour does for the fake of character*, 

LE£ 

The Proverb ought to run * a fool and hit 

* words are loon parted ; a man of genius and 

* his money." 

// ix 

A Man of wit, genius, learning,, is -apt ft} 
think it'fomething hard, that men of no wit, no 
genius, no learning, mould have a greater marc 
of wealth and honours j not confidering thar 
their own accomplithment ought to be reckoned 
to them as their equivalent. It is no reafon that 
a perfon worth five thoufand pounds, fhould on 
that account have a, claim to twenty. 

L LXLA 
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LXL 

A wife ought in reality to lore her husband 
above all the world ; but this preference I think 
Ihould, in point of politenefs, .be concealed. 
The reafon is, that it is difgufting to fee an 
amiable woman monopolized ; and it is eafy by 
proper management to wave (all I contend for) 
the appearance. 

ucn. 

There are fome wounds given to reputation 
that are like the wounds of an envenomed arrow ; 
Where We irritate and enlarge the orifice while 
We extraft the bearded weapon ; yet cannot the 
cure be compleated othcrwife. 

LXIIL. 
Amongst all the Tain-glorious profeffors of 
humility, you find none that will not difcbver 
how much they envy a fliining character : And 
this either by cenfuring it themfelyes, or (hewing 
a fatisfaflion in fuch as do. Now there is this 
advantage at leaft arifing from ambition, that it 
difpofes one to difregard a thoufand inllances of 
middling grandeur ; and reduces one's emulation 
to the narrow circle of a few that blaze. It is 
hence a convenient difpofition in a country place, 
where 
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where one is encompafled with fuch as are merely 
richer, keep fine horfes, a table, footmen ; make 
a decent figure as rural efquires; yet after all 
difcover no more than an every-day .plebeian 
character. Thefe a perfon of little ambition 
might envy, but another of a more extenfive 
one may, in any kind of circumftances, disre- 
gard. 

LXIV. 

It is with fome nied as with fome horfes; 
what is efteemed fpirit in them, proceeds from 
fear. This was undoubtedly the fource of that 
feeming fpirit difcovered by Tully in regard to 
his amagonii't M. Anthony. He knew he mult 
df ftroy him, or be deftroyed bimfelf. 

LXV. 

The fame qualities, joined with virtue, often 
furnifli out a great man, which united with a 
different principle furnifh out an highwayman ; 
I mean courage and ftxong paffions. And they 
may both join in the fame expreffion, though 
with a meaning fomething varied. — 

* Tentanda via eft qua me quoque poSum, 

* Tollere hurno." 

i. e. • Be promoted or be hanged." 

4 LXVt 
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LXVL 

Truk honour is to honefty, what the court of 
Chancery is to common lav. 

Lxvn. 

Mifers, as death approaches, are heaping Tip 
a cheft of reafons to ftand more in, awe of 
him. - 

LXVffl. 

A man fooner finds out his own foibles in a 
ftranger, than any other foibles. 

IXSX. 

It is favorable enough on the fide of learning, 
that if an hiitorian mentions a good author, it 
. does not feem abfurd to ftile him a great man : 
"Whereas the fame phrafe would not be allowed 
to a mere illiterate nobleman. 

1XX. 

It is lefs wonderful to fee a wretched man 
commence an heroe, than an happy one. 

LX3X 

An high-fpirit has often very different and 

CTcn contrary effefts. It fometimes operates no 

Vol. II. (^ other- 
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otherwife than like the vis inertiae ; at others It - 
induces nten to buttle . and make their part goqd , 
among their fuperioia. As Mr, Pope fays 

" Some plungs in buiinefs, others ihave their 
* crowns." ; 

It is by no means lefs Forcible, when it withdraws 
. a man from the company <Jf thofe with whom be. 
cannot converge on equal terms ; it leads him 
into folitude, (hat, if he cannot appear then: 
equal, he may at leail conceal his inferiority. It 
is lulleqi obftinate, difdainful, haughty, in no lefs 
a degree than the other ; but is, perhaps, more 
genteel, and lefs citizen-like. Sometimes the 
ether fucceeds, and then it is efteemed prefera- 
ble ; but in cafe it fail, it not only expofes a 
perfon's meanhefs, hjit his impatience under it ; 
both oF which the referred fpirit is able to dif- ' 
guife— but then it ftands no chance of removing. 

" Pudormalus ulcera'celat.? 

Kvebt fingle ikftance of a fxiendis inGiiceritjr, 
encreafes our dependence on the efficacy of. mo- 
ney. It. makes one covet what produces, an ex- 
ternal refpefl, when one is difappointed of that 
which, is internal and iincere. This, perhaps,, 
with 
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with decaying pafiions, contribute to render age 
covetous. 

ixxm. 

When phyfriaos write of difotfes, the prog. 
fwftieks and the diagnofticks, the fymptoms and 
the paroxyfijas, they give oi>e fatal apprehen- 
fions for every ache about us. When they come 
to treat of medicinei and applications, you feem 
to have no other difficulty but to decide by which 
weans yon would recover. la {hort, to give 
<he preference between a lia&us and an apcnfcm. 

LXXIV. 

One fttould no foOre truft to the ftall of moll 
»pathecarres, than one would ait die opinion of 
iheir peftlc and mortar; :?£*. both are ufpful in 

f believe thetewai never fo referved a foli- 
tary, but felt fbnte degree of pleafure at the 
firft glirapfe of an human figure. The foul, 
however, untonfclous of it's 1 fecial biirfs, in a 
crowd, will in folitude Feel fotne attraction to- 
wards the firft perfon that we meet. 

O i ixm 
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LXXVt 

In courts,' the motion of the body iseaiy, and 
thofe of the foul conftrained : In the country, 
the geftures of the body are conftrained, and 
thofe of the foul fupine and carclefs. 

One may eafily enough guard againfr. am* 
birion tilt five and twenty— It is not ambition'* 
day. 

It would feem that indolence itfelf would in-. 
dine a perfon to be honeft ; as it requires in- 
finitely greater pains and contrivance to be a 

knave. 

LXXIX. 

Perhaps rufticks, boors, and efquires make a 
principal figure in the country, as inanimate* 
are always allowed to be the chief figures in a 

landJkip. t 



(JEXZ. 
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LXXX. 

Titles make a greater diftincnon than is al- 
moft tolerable to a Britilh fpirit. They almoft 
vary the fpecies ; yet as they are oftentimes con- 
ferred, feem not fo much the reward, as the fiib- 

•. (Unites of merit. 

LXXXt 

W/t at numbers lire to the age of fifty or fixty 
years, yet if eftimated by their merit, are not 
worth the price of a chicken the moment it is 
hatched. . 

LXXXIL 
A lyar begins with making falfehcod appear 
like truth, and ends with making truth itfelf ap- 
pear like falfehood. 

lxxxiil 

Fools are very often found united in the 
flrifteft intimacies, as the lighter kinds of woods 
are the moft clofely glewed together. 

LXXXIV, 

Persons of great delicacy mould know the 

certainty of the following truth. There are 

abundance of cafes which occafion fufpenfe, in 

Q 3 which 
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■•which whatever they determine, they will re- 
pent of their determination ; and this through 
a propenfity of human nature to bitty happimefe 
rio thde fchemes* which it doe* sot purfcre. 

1ISXV. 

High-spirit in a man, is like a fwonf; which 
though worn to annoy his enemies, yet is often 
troubtefomc ia a left degF<« te-hb frieeds. He 
can hardly mr it fo Hpt&vftoly, but » is apt 
to ncaamodc one w other of the company. It 
is more properly a loaded phtol* which accident 
done may fire, and kill one. 

ixxrvt 

A miser, if honcft, can be only honefi bare- 
weight. 

Avarice the moft oppoGte of all charafiers 
to that of God Almighty ; whofe alone, it* is, to 
give and not receive. 

A miser grows rich by feemiag pcjpr^ an 
extravagant man grows poor by feeming rich, ■■ 

A grashopper is, perhaps, the beft figure 

for coat-armour of thofe -who would be thought 

2 aborigines; 



JigiiizedDy GoOglc 



- MANNERS, AND THINQa *jl 
■aborigines ; agreeable to the Athenfaa ufe qf 

tfccjn. 

luw'ODBtATE ajTaranea is perfcJft ttoentt* 



W«sy a per&n is fc far engaged Xtt at dilate 
»» wife to get the viftoryi, he ought ever to 
difclift:. ' The idea of conqueft will fo dazzle him 
that it is hardly poffibk he lhould difcern the 
truth. 

I have fomerimes thought the , mmd fo cal- 
culated, that a finall degree of force may impell 
it to a certain pitch of pleafure or of paiii ; 
beyond which, it will not pafs, by any impetus 
whatsoever, 

\ dqvbt whether it be pqt true, that we, haw 
thof« faults moft in others which wc are guilty 
of ourfelves, ^ 

A mam of thorough fenfe fcarce- adtnires evea 
anyone; but he mull be an. idiots dtack'tfae ad- 
mirer of a fool. 

^.iizai^Google 
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It may be prudent to give up the more trtrial 
parts of character for the amnfement of the in- 
vtdions : As a mail willingly relinquishes his filver 
to fave his gold from an highwayman. Better 
' be ridiculed for an untoward peruke, than be at- 
tacked on the fcore.of morals, as one would 
be rather pulled by the hair, than .ftabbed to 
the heart. 

Virtue feems to be nothing more than a no- 
- don confonant to the fyftem of things. Were a 
planet to fly from it's orbit, it would reprefenj a 
vitious man. 

It is difficult not to be angry at beings we 
know incapable of acting otherwffe than they 
.do. One ought no more, if one reflects, to be 
angry at the ftupidity of a man than of a horfe, 
except it be vincible and voluntary, and yet the 
^practice is otherwife. * 

People fay, do not regard what 'he lays, now 
be is in liquor. Perhaps it is the only time he 
ought to be regarded. 

* Aperit pnecordia liber." 
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Patience is the Panacea; but where does it 
grow, or who can fwallow it ? 

Wits uniformly exclaim againft fools, yet 
fools are their proper foil j and it is from thent 
alone they can learn what figure themfelva. 
make. Their behaviour naturally falls in with 
the generality, and f'urniflies a better mirror 
than that of artful people, who are lure enough 
to deceive you either on the favourable or ill- 
natured fide. < 

W e fay he is a man of fenfe who acknowledges 
the fame truths that we do ; that he is a man of 
tafte who allows the fame beauties. We con* 
fider him as a perfon of better fenfe and finer 
tafte, who difcerris more truths and more beauties 
in conjunftion with ourfelves : But we allow 
neither appellation to the man who differs from 



We deal out our genuine efteem to our 
equals j our affecuon for thofe beneath, us ; 
and a reluftant fort of refpeft to thofe that are 
above us. 

Glokt 
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Glory relaxes often, and debilitates the : mind; 
cenfure Simulates and contrafls ■ ■ both to 
an extreme. Simple fame is, perhaps, the pro- 
per medium. 

Persons of new families do well to make 
magnificent funerals, fumpmous weddings, re- 
markable entertainmens t To exhibit a number 
of ferrants m rich and oftentatious- liveries ; and 
to rake every publick occafion of imprinting on 
-Ac mob an habitual norlon of their fuperiority. 
For fo is deference obtained from that quarter. 

" Stupct hi «|ul» & upagioibup." 

One fcarce fees how it is poffible for a country 
girl, or a country fellow to preferve their chaiKty. 
They have neither the philofophical pleafure of 
books, nor the luxurious pleafure of a table, nor 
the refined amufement of building, planting, 
drawing, ordefigning, to divert their imagination 
from an object to which they feem continually to 
stimulate it by provocative allufiom. Add to . 
this the health and vigour that are almoft pecn- 
iiar to them. 

I am afraid there are many ladies who only 

exchange the pleafures of incontinence for the 

pleafure 
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pleafure they derive from cenfure. At leaft 
K u no injustice to conclude fo> whsre a pcrfan 
j» extravagantly ceofor ious. 

Persons of judgment and tmderftanding way 
be divided into two forts. Thofe whofe judg- 
racat is fo tMenfive as to comprehend a great 
deal; exigences, fyftems, itiuv.erials : Bat as 
dure are fome eyes fo conAituted as to take m 
diftant objefls, yet be excelled by others in re- 
gawlto objefe minute or near, fa there arc other 
uiiderfUndiBgs better calculated for the examt* 
nation of particular objects. 

The mind is at firft an open field without par- 
titions or endofures. To make it turn to mod 
account, it is very .proper to divide and enclofe. 
In other words, to fort our obfervations. 

Some men are called fagacknis, merely on 
account of their avarice : Whereas a child can 
«Iench it's fift the moment it is born. 

It 1 , is a point of prudence when you converfe . 
With your inferior, to coniider yourfelf as con- 
verting with his inferior, with whom no doubt he 
may have the fame connexion that you hare 
with him 1 And to be upon your guard accord- 
ingly. 

How 
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How deplorable then is a performs condition^ 
when his mind Can only be fupported by flattery, 
and his conftitution but by cordials ! When the 
relief of his prefent complaint undermines it's 
own efficacy, yet edcreafes the occafion for which 
it is ufedv Short is then the duratioh-of odr trad- 
qniflity, or of our lives ! 

A man is not efteemed ill-natured for any ex* 
cefs of fecial affection; or an indifcreet profu- 
sion of his fortune upon his neighbours, compa- 
nions, or friends ; although the true meafure of 
his affeftions is as much impaired by this, as by 
fclfiflinefs. 

If any one's curfe cad e3e& damnation, it is 
not that, of the pope, but that of the poor. 

People of. the fineft and moft lively genius 
have the greateft fallibility, of confequence the 
moft lively pauions ; the violence of which puts 
their conduit upon a footing with that of fools.' 
Fools difcern the weakneffes which they hare in 
common with themfelves ; but are not fenlible of 
iheir excellencies to which they have no preten- 
tions ; of courfe, always inclined to difpute the 
fbperiority. ' 

Wit 
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Wit is the refractory pupil ef judgment. 

Virtue fhould be confidered as a part of 
tafte (and perhaps it is (o more is this age, than 
in any preceding, one) and ftiould as much avoid 
deceit or unifier meanings in difcourfe» as they 
would do puns, bad language, or falfe gram- 
mar. 

Thikk when you are enraged at any one, 
what would probably become your fenuments 
mould he die during the dttpute. 

The man of a towering ambition, or a well 
r egiilated tafte has fewer objefts to epvy or to 
cover than the grovellers. •' ' ' 

Refined fenfe to a perfon that is to conTerfe 
"alone with boors, is a manifeft inconvenience. 
As Falftaff lays (with fome little variation) 

" Gompany, witty company hat been the 
*" rtiinof me.^ ; 

If envious people were univerially to aft 

themfelves, whether they would exchange their 

entire fituations with the perfons envied Q. meaa 

4 their 
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their minds, -paffions, notions, as weH as. their, 
porfons, /octants, dignities, &t &c.) I w& pre* 
fume the felf-iore common to human nature, 
would wk* tfem 41 ujrp&riiiek own condi- : 

" Quid ftaris? npfintT-a^ul licet effe beam,* 

I? this rule were applied as h farely ought 
to be, it bids fair to prove an uniyerfaj cure 
for envy. , 

" Quanto quifque fibi plara negaverii, 
" A Diis pliar* feet." — SslMeniaL 

A persoh, elevated ooo degree above the 
pepBlace, afiiimes more air* offufcriority than 
one that is raifed ten. The reafon'is Jemewiuf. 
olyvicus. His fuperiorhy is moreconteftable, 

Tbk charafler of a decent, wehVbeaaYed gee* 
tlqman-like man fecms mere eafily attainable by 
a perfon of no great p^rts or paflions, than by 
one of greater genius and more volatility. Tis 
there no mifmanagement, for the former to be 
chiefly ambitions of it. When a man's capacity 
does not: enable, him to emtfra» or animate the 
company, it b the befi: he can do to feeder' 
fajrniclf inofenfiTe, and to keep his, teeth clean. 
- But 
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But the pcrfon who has talents for di&ourfe* 
and a paffianatc deure to enliven converkoon, 
ought to hive many uapraprieues cKcaTcd, which 
in the other were unpacdonable. A lady of good- 
nature would forgive die blunder of a country 
cfquire, who through zeal to ferve her wits a 
glafs of claret, fhould involve his fpura in her 
Bruffels apron. On the contrary, the fop (who 
piay in fome fenfe nfe the words of Horace 

" Quod verum atque decens euro & rbgo & 
* omnis in hoc fum") . 

would be entitled to no -pardon for flidt Unac- 
countable nrifconduA. 

, Max, in general, amy he conMered as-a ne* 
canrir^cBod the, formation of faappinefe at hit 
bufincfe «r employMent: Tinas, hit repafirory 
or colleftkn bf inftruments ; the goods of for* 
ruse as Im-mtaeraak: innro»orttaaas«he««rfe- 
mlti, the mftrUnteacE, and the materials enedfc 
thfework wJHbe executed in the greater peri- 
feakra. 

Tun filly cenforions are the very * f el nature," 
f the moft tetter of all bitter things j" from the 
hyftp.that grows upon the wait to the £uyri& 
that .piifei-againfi; is, 

I HAV$ 
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1 Have known a feofiMc man of opinion that 
cdc fkouldnot be follicitous about a wife's under- 
derftanding. A woman's fenfe was with him a, 
phnle to expreJs a degree of knowledge, which. 
was likely to contribute mighty little to a huf- • 
bandY happinefis. I cannot be of his opinion. 
I am convinced, that as judgment is the portion 
of oar fex, fo fancy and imagination are more 
eminently the lot of theirs. If fo, after honefty 
of heart, what is there we (hould fo much re- 
quire ? A wife's beauty will foon decay, it is 
doubtful whether in reality firft, or in our own 
opinion. Either of thefe is fufficient to pall the 
raptures pf enjoyment. We are then to feek 
for lbmething that will retain it's novelty; or, 
what is equivalent, will change it's fhapc when 
jher perfon palls by it's identity. ; Fancy and 
genius bid faired: fpr this, which hare. as many 
ihapes, as there can happen occafions to exert 
fiam. Good-nature, I always fuppofe. The 
former will be. expedient to exhilarate and divert 
us ; the latter to preferve our minds in a temper 
t6 be diverted, 

• I have known fomeattorneys of reputable fa- 
milies, and whole original dilpofitions feemed to 
have been open and humane. Yet can I fcarce 
recollecY 
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recollect one, in whom the gentleman, the chri- 
ftian, arid even the man, was notfwallowed.'Up 
in the lawyer : They are not only the greateft 
tyrants, but the greateft pedants, of all man- . 
kind. 

" REcoNCiLrATioN is the tendered part either 
of friendfhip or of 'love; the latter more efpe* 
dally, in which the foul is more remarkably 
foftened. Were a perfon to make ufe of art in 
procuring the affection of his miftrefe, it were, 
perhaps, his mofl effectual method to contrive a 
flight eftrangement, and then, as it were imper- 
ceptibly, bring on a reconciliation. The foul 
here difebvers a kind of elafticity, and, being 
forced back, returns with an additional violence; 

Virtue may be considered as the only means 
of difpenfmg happinefs in proper portions to 
every moment of our time. ' 

. To judge whether one has fufficient pleafure 
to render the continuation of life agreeable, it is' 
not enough to fay, Would you die ? Take away 
firft, the hope of better fcenes in this life, the 
fears of worfe in another, and the bodily paw 
of dying. 

voL.n. i; . thb 
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The fear of death feems as natural, as the 
fenfation of loft or of hunger : the firfl and laft* 
for rim preservation of the individual : The othei^ 
for the continuation of the fpeciei 

It feems obvious that God, who created the 
World, intends the happinefe and 'perfection of 
the fyftem he created. To effect the happineft 
of the whole, felf-love, in it's degree, is as re- 
quifite as focial ; for I am myfelf a part of that 
whole, as well as another. The difficulty of 
ascertaining what is virtue, lies in proportioning 
the degrees of felf-love and focial. Proximui 
fum egomet tnihi— Tunica pallid proprior. — Cha- 
rity begins at home. It is fo.- It ought to be 
fo ; nor is there any inconvenience arifes to the 
publick, becaufe it is general. Were this away, 
the individual mull foon perifc, and confequently 
the whole body. A man has every moment occa- 
fioo to exert his felf-love for the fake of felf- 
prefervatien ; confeqnently this ought to he 
ftronger, in order to keep him upon his guard. 
A centinel's attention mould be greater than that 
of a foldier on a review. 

The focial, though alike conltant, is not equal- 
ly intenfe, becaufe the fclfilb, being univerfal, 
. *VJ ; readers 
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renders the focial lefs effcntial to the Well-being 
bf one's neighbour. In fliort, the felf-love and 
the focial ought to bear fuch proportion as we 
find they generally da If the felfifh paffion of 
the reft preponderate, it would be felf-deftruc- 
tive in a few individuals to be over focially dif- 
pofed. If the focial one prevails generally, to 
be of remarkable felfiflinefs muft obftru£t the 
good of fociety. 

Many feel a fuperfluous uneafinefs for want 
of due attention to the following truth. 

We are oftentimes in fufpenfe betwixt the 
choice of different purfuits. We chufe one at 
laft doubtingly, and with an unconquered han- 
kering after the other. We find the fcheme, 
which we have chofen, anfwer our expe&ation 
but indifferently — Moft worldly proje&s will. 
We, therefore, repent of our choice, and imme- 
diately fancy happinefs in the paths which we 
decline ; and this heightens our uneafinefs. We 
might at leaft efcape the . aggravation of it. It 
is not improbable we had been more unhappy, 
but extremely probable we had not been lefs fo, 
had we made a different decifion. This, how- 
ever, relates to fchemes that are neither virtuous, 
nor vicious. 

R 2 Happy 
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Happy dogs (fays a certain fplenetick) out 
footmen and the populace ! Farewel, fays Efop, 
in Vanbrugh, whom I both envy and defpife ! 
The fervant meets with hundreds whofe conver- 
fation can amufe him, foe one that is the leafE 
qualified to be a companion for his mailer. 

" A person cannot eat his cake and have it," 
is, as Lord Shaftsbury obferves, a proper anfwer 
to many fplenetick people *. But what imports 
it to be in the poffeffion of a cake that you do 
not eat? If then the cake be made to be eaten, 

fays lady L , better eat, it when you are 

moft hungry. Poor woman! fhe feems to have 
afled by this maxim, but yet could not avoid 
crying for the cake fhe had eaten. 

You fhould calculate your* appearance for the 
place where you refide. One would rather be a 
very knight in the country than his honor Mr. 
Such-a-one. 

The moft confummate felfidmefs would in- 
cline a perfon at his death, to difpofe of his ef- 

* Complainants. 

fecfe 
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fefis agreeable to duty ; that he may fecure an 
intered in the world to which he is going. 

A justice and his clerk is now little more 
than a blind man and his dog. The profound 
ignorance of the former, together with the ca- 
nine impudence and rapacity of the latter, will 
but rarely be fpund wanting to vindicate the com-, 
parifon. The principal part of the fimilitude : 
will appear obvious to every one, I mean, that 
the juftice is as much dependent on bis cleric, for 
fuperior iniight and implicit guidance, as the blind 
fellow on his cur that leads .him in a firing. 
Add to this, that the offer of a cruft will feduce 
the conductors of either to drag their mailers into 
a kennsL 

To remark the different figure made by dif- 
ferent perfons, under the fame circumftances of 
fortune! Two friends of mine upon a journey 
had fo contrived as to reduce their finances to a. 
fingle fixpence each. The ono with the genteel 
and liberal air of abundance, gare his to a.bladc 
{hoe-boy, who wiflied his honor a thoufand blefs* 
ings ; the other having lodged a fortnight with a 
nobleman, that wag his patron, offered his to the 
butler, as an inftance of his gratitude, who with 
.difficulty forbore to curfe him to his face. 

■ K 3 A GLASS 
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A class or two of wine extraordinary only 
raifes a valetudinarian to that warmth of fodal 
affeftion, which had naturally been his lot, ip a 
better ftate. of health. 

Deference is the mod complicate, the mod: 
indircft, and the moll elegant of all comply 



Be cautious not to confider a pcrfon as your 
fiiperior, merely becaufc he is your foperior in 
point of affurance. - This has often depreffed the, 
fpirit of a perfon of defert and diffidence. 

A proper afiurance, and competent fortune, 
are effeutial to liberty. 

Taete is purfued at a lefs expence than fa- 
ftjion. 

Quit time in towns feems fhort to pafs, andj 
long to rcfloft upon; in the country, the re- 
verie. 

Deference, before the company is the gen- 

teeleft kind of fiattery. The flattery of epiftlea 

affefls one lefs, as they cannot be ftiewn without an 

appearance 
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appearance of vanity. Flattery of the verbal 
kind is grofs. In Jhort, applaufe Is of too coarfe 
a nature to be fwallowed in the grofs— though 
the extractor tincture be ever (a agreeable. 

When a perfon, for a fplendid fervitudei 
foregoes an humble independency, it may be 
called an advancement, if you pleafe : but it ap- 
pears to me an advancement from the pit to the 
gallery. Liberty is a more invigorating cardial 
than tokay, 

Though punctilios are trifling, they may be 
as important as the fricndfliips of fome perfons 
that regard (hem— Indeed it is almoft an univer- 
fal practice to rail at punfliliq ; and it feems in 
fome meafure a confequence of our attachment 
to French faftuons. However it is extremely 
obvious, that punctilio, nefer caufed half the 
quarrels, that have rifen from the freedom of 
behaviour, which is it's Oppofitc extreme. Were 
all men rational and civilized, the ufe of cere- 
1 mony would be fuperfluous : But as the cafe is, 
it at leaft fixes fome bounds to the encroach- 
ments of eccentric people, who under the deno- 
mination of freedom might demand the, privilege 
of breaking your head. 

R 4 There 
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There feem near as many people that want 
paJSon as want reaibn. 

The world would be more happy, if perfons 
gave up more time to an intercourfe of friend- 
fliip. But money engrofles all our deference j and 
we fcarce enjoy a focial hour, becaufe we think 
it unjuftly ftuten from the main bufineJs pf our. 

The ftate of man is not unlike that of a fife 
hooked by an angler. Death allows us a little 
lhie. We flounce, and fpprt, and vary our 
.fituation : But when we would extend our fchemes 
We difcover our confinement, checked and li- 
mited by a fuperior hand, who drags us from our. 
element, whenfoever he pleafes. 

• fas vulgar trace your faults ; thofe you have. 
- in common with themfelves ; but they have nq 

idea of your excellencies to which they have no 

pretentions. 

A person is fomething taller by holding up 
his head. 

A MAN 



3,g,1,zed by G00gle 



MANNERS, AND THINGS. is? 

A man of fenfe can be adequately efteemoj 
by none other than a man of fenfe : A fool by 
none but a fool Wc ought to aft upon this 
principle, 

How melancholy is it to travel late, and rV 
tigued upon any ambitious projeft on a winter's 
night; and obferve the lights of cottages, where 
all the unambitious people are warm, and happy, 
or at reft, in their beds. Some of them, fays 

"W * as wretched as princes, for aught 

we know tp the contrary.! 

It is. generally a principle of indolence that 
makes one fo difgufted with an- artful chara&er. 
We hate the confinement of ftaoding cendncis, 
in our own defence. 

To behave with cpmpki&nce, where one fore* 
fees one mull needs quarrel, is like eating before 



Some perfons may with juftke boaft, that 
they knew, as much as others when they were 
but ten years old : And that their prefent know- 
ledge comprehends after the manner that a 
large? 
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larger trunk contains the fmaller ones it en-* 
clofes. ' 

It is poffibla to difeover in fome races the 
features nature intended, had ttic not been 
(biue-how thwarted in her operations. Is it not 
eafy to remark the Came diftortion in fame minds ? 
' There is & phrafe pretty freguent amongft the 
vulgar, and which they apply to abfolute fools. 
— *.Th« they hare had a rock too much in their 
eratHes.— With me, it is a raoft expreffive idiom 
to defcribe a diOocated underfcanding : An un* 
derftanding, for inilancei which, tike a watch, 
ducorers a multitude of fuch parts, as appear 
obvjoufty intended to belong to a fyftem of the 
greateft perfe&ioti ; yet which, by fome unlucky: 
jumble, falls infinitely Abort of it 

Is it not the wound our pride fuftains by being 
deceived, that makes us more averfe to hypo- 
crites, than to the moll audacious and barefaced 
villain ? Tet it feems as much a piece of juftice 
to commend a man for talking more honeftly 
than he a&s, as it is to blame a man for afting 
more dhttoneftly than he talks. The fum of the 
whole, however, is that the one adds to other 
crimes by his deceit, and the other by his im- 
pudence. 

A T °°fe 
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A fool can neither eat, nor drink, nor ftand, 
nor walk ; nor, in fhort, laugh nor cry, nor take 
fntuX like a man of fenfe. How obvious the 
diftin&ioh ! Independency may be found in com- 
parative, as well as- abfolute, abundance : I mean 
where a pcrfon contra£b his deures within the 
limits of hie fortune. 

There are very few perfons who do not lofc 
fomcthing of their efteem for you, upon ycur 
approach to familiarity. 

The filly excufe that is often drawn from want 
- of time to correfpond, becomes no one befide a. 
cobler with ten or a dozen cbkbxn dependent on 
a tatching end. 

One, perhaps, ought to make funerals as. 
fumptuous as poffiblei or as private : Either by 
pbfcurity to elude, or by fplendour to employ, the 
attention, that it may not be engaged by the raoft 
mocking drcumltance of our humanity. 

It happens, a little unluckily, that the perfons 
who have the moft intimate contempt of money 
axe the fame that have the ftrongeft appetites 
for the pleafures it procures. 

We 
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We arc apt to look for thofe virtues in tie 
characters of noblemen, that are but rarely to 
be fonnd any where, except in the preambles to 
their patents. Some Aiming exceptions may be 
made to this rule ; In general we may confider 
their appearance with us in publick, as one does 
our wearing apparel. " Which lord do you wear 

* to-day ? Why I did think to wear my lord **#*, 
" but as there will be little company in the Mall, 
" I ■will e'en content myfelf to wear the fame 

• noble peer I wore yefterday." 

The Worft inconvenience of a 'final! fortune is 
that it will not admit of inadvertency. Inadver- 
tency, however, ought to be placed at the head 
of moll men's yearly accounts, and a fum as 
regularly allotted to it as to any other ar- 
ticle, 

It is with our judgments, as with our. eyes. 
Some can fee objefis at a greater diftance more 
diftinflly, .at the fame time lefe diftinftly than 
others, the' objects that are near them. 

'. -Notwithstanding. the airs men give them- 
felves, I believe no one fees family to more ad- 
vantage, 
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tantage, than the perfons that have do fhare in 



How important is the eye to the appearance 
of an human face ! The chief index of temper, 
underftanding, health, and 1ot& "What pxod> 
gious influence mult the fame misfortunes ■ have 
on fome perfons beyond others ! As the lofs of an 
eye to a mere infolent beauty, without the leaft 
philofophy to fupport herfelf ! 

The perfon lead referved in his abufe of 
another's excefs in equipage, is commonly the 
perfon who would exhibit the fame if it had been 
within his power. The fource of both being a 
difregard to decorum. Likewife he that violently 
arraigns, or fondly indulges it, agree in conCder- 
ing it a little too ferioufly. 

Amid the moll mercenary ages, it is but a 
fecondary fort of admiration that is bellowed 
upon magnificence. 

An order of beauties, as of knights with a 

ftyle appropriated to them (as for infbance, To 

the Right Beautiful Lady Such-a-one) would 

have as good a foundation as any other clafs, but 

1 would 
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would) at the lame time; be the moll invidious bf 
any order that was ever inftituted. 

The firft maxim i child is taught, is that 
tt Learning is better than houfe and land f 
but how little is it's influence as he grows up td 
maturity ! 

There Is fomewhat Very aftonifliing in the 
fecord of our moll celebrated victories : I raeari 
the fmall number of the conquerors killed in pro- 
portion td the conquered. At Agincourt, it is 
faid, were ten thoufand, and fourteen thoufand 
inaflacredi Livy's accounts of this fort are fd afto- 
nifliing, that one is apt to disbelieve the hiftd- 
iian— All the explanation one can find, is, that 
the grofs Daughter is made when dne fide takes 
to flight. 

A person that is difpofed to throw off all 
referve before an inferior, Jhould reflect, that 
he has alfo his inferiors to whom he may be 
' equally communicative. 

It is impoffible for a man of fenfe to guard 
againft the mortification that may be given him 
by fools, or heteroclite characters; becaufe he 
cannot forefee them. A wit-would cannot afford 
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to difcard a frivolous conceit, though it tends td 
affront you : An old maid, a country put, or a 
college , pedant, will ignorantly or wilfully bluode* 
upon fuch hints as mull difcompdfe you. 

'A man that is follicitous about his health, of 
apprcUcnfive of fome acute difordcr, flwuld write 
a journal of his conftkution for the better Jaftruc- 
tion of his phyGciaii, 

Ghosts have no more connexion with dank- 
nefs, than the mlftery of a barber with that of 
a furgeon ; yet we find they go together. Per- 
haps Nox and Chaos were their mythological 
parents. 

He makes a lady but a poor recompence wha 
marries her, becaufe he. has kept her company 
long aftef his afiFeftiqn is eftranged. Does he 
not rather encreafe the injury i 

Second thoughts oftentimes are the very worft 
of* all thoughts. Firft and third very often 
coincide. Indeed fecond thoughts are too fre- 
quently formed by the love of novelty, of fliew- 
ing penetration, of diftinguifliing ourfelves from 
the mob, and have confequently lefs of GmpU- 
city, and more of affectation. This, however, 
regards 
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regards principally objefts of tafte and fancy. 
Third thoughts/ at leaft, are here very proper . 
mediators. 

" Set a beggar on horfe-back, and he'll ride," 
ie a common proverb and a real truth. The 
" novas homo" is an " inexpertus homo," -and con- 
iequently muft purchafe finery, before he Jcnowt 
the emptinefs of it experimentally. • The efta- 
bliihed gentleman difregards it through habit 
and familiarity. 

The foppery of love-verfes, when a-.perfon is 
ill and indifpofed is perfect: ipecacuanha. 

Antiquity of family, and diftinfikras of gen- 
try, have, -perhaps, lefs weight, in thiaage,, than 
they had ever, heretofore ; The bend dexter or 
finifter j the chief,, the eanton, or the cheveron, 
are greatly bat of date. The heralds are at 
length difcovered to have no legal authority. 
Spain, indeed, continues to preferve/ the difHnc- 
tion, and is poor. -Fcance (by. our' difpute about 
a trading nobility) feems inclined .to ftiake it oE 
Who now looks with veneration on the anti-di- 
luvian pedigree" of a ."Welchman ? Property either 
is, or is fure topurchafe, di£tincT:ion, let the 
king at arms, or the , old ■ maiden aunt preach as 
i .". long 
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long as either pleafes. It is fo ; perhaps it ought 
to be fo. All honors ftiould lie open, all encou- 
ragement be allowed to the members of trade in 
a trading nation : And as the nobility finds it 
Very expedient to partake of their profits, fo that 
they, in return, fhould obtain a (hare in the others 
honours. One would, however, wifli the acqui- 
fition of learning was a& fure a road to dignity, aa 
that of riches. 



Vol. H. . S O ft 
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ONBOOKS A N'lt 
WRITERS." 

If is often aflerted by pretenders to fingnlar 
' penetration', that the aihftance fancy is; fup- 
pofed to' draw from wine, is merely imaginary 
and chimerical: That ail "which the poets have 
nrged on this head; is abfolate rant and enthu- 
fiafni ; and has no : foundation in troth or nature.' 
I am inclined to think otherwife r Judgment, I 
readily allow, deriyes ntfbenefit from the nobleft 
cordiaL Butperfonstf aphlegmatickconiHtmioiy 
have thofe excellencies often fuppreffed,of which ' 
their imagination is truly capable, by reafon of 
a lentor, which wine may naturally remove. It 
raifes low {pirns to a pitch neceffary for the ex- 
ertion of fancy. It confutes the "' Noh eft tanti,'* 
(o frequently a maxim with fpeculatiVe perfons. 
It quickens that ambitioni or that fecial biafs> 
which makes a perfbn wilh tafliineyor topleafe. 
Aik what tradition fays of Mr. Addifon's cofcver- 
fation; But inftances in point of converfatiotf 
come within every one's obfervance. Why then 
may it net be allowed to produce the fame effecls- 
is writing? *-,-'■ 
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The: aflfcfteti plirafes I hate moft, are thofe 
fen which ydur half-wits found their reputation* 
Such as Pretty trifler, Fair plaifltiS) Lovely ar< 

chiteft, &t\ 

Doctor T?b*ari(* ha§ i furprizirig knack q£ 
bringirig-thdughts frdm a diftance, from their 
lurking places, iri a moment's time; 

* There k nothing fa difagfeeable in work* 
of humour as an iiifipid, unfupported, vivacity ; 
the very htiflcs of drollery ; bottled finall-bcer j 
tt man out-riding his herfc ; lewdnefe and impcJ 
ience ; a fiery aftor in a phlegmaticV fcene ; ari 
Illiterate, and ftupid pteaeber difcourfing upon 
tJrint and Thummim, and beating the pulpit 
curaion in fuch manner; as though he would 
make the. diift and the truth fly out of it at 
fence. 

Aiir editoV; (Sir a mutilator, collefts the iheritt 
fef different writers; arid, forming all into a 
tnreath, beftowi it on his author's tomb. The 
Ihundcr rif Bemoftbenes, the weight of TuHy* 
the judgment of Tacitus, the elegance of Lrvy, 
the fublimity of Homer; the majefty of Virgil; 
the wit of OvIH, the propriety of Horace, the- 
S 2 " accuracy 
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accuracy of Terence, the brevity of Phasdrus; 
and the poignancy of Juvenal (with every name 
of note he can poffibly recall to mind) arc.gj.ven 
to fome ancient fcribler, in. whom affeftatign. and; 
the love of novelty difpofes him to find ou; 
beauties. t 

HoMouR and Vanbrugh againfi Wit and 

Congreve. 

The vacant fcull of a pedant generally fur- 
nifhes out a throne and a temple for vanity. ' 

'.. Mat .not the cuftora of fcraping -when we 
bow, be .derived from the antient coftom off 
growing their ilioes backwards, off their f set ? . 

*■ A Bitn in the air (hall carry the tale, and 
* that which hath wings fhall tell the matter." 
Such is alfo the prefent phrafe — * A little bird 
" told it me,"— fays nurfe ■ — — 

The preference which fome give to Virgil 
befipr.e Homer is often owing to complexion; 
Some are more formed to enjoy the grand; and 
others, the beautiful But as for invention and 
fublimijty, the raoft fhining qualities of imagina- 
tion, there is furely no. comparifon between- 
them.— Yet I «njoy Virgil more. ' 

' AO&EEASLS 
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' Agreeable ideas rife in proportion, as they 
are drawn from inanimates, from vegetables, from 
animals, and from human creatures. 

One reafon why th« found is fometimes an 
echo to the fenfe, is that the pleafanteft obje&s 
have often the mohV harmonious names annexed 
to them, 

A man of a merely argumentative caft, will 
read poetry as profe ; will only regard the quan- 
tum, it contains of folid reafoning: Jaft as a 
clown attacks a deffert, confidering it as fo much 
viftuals ; and regardlefs of thofc lively or emble- 
matical decorations, which the cook, for many ; 
fleeplefs nighst, has endeavored to beftow upon 
it. 

Notwithstanding all that Rouffeaa hat 
advanced fo very ingenioufly upon plays and 
players, their profefKon is, like that of a painter, 
one of the imitatife arts, whofe metfns are plea- 
sure, and whofe end is virtue. They both alike, 
for a fubfiftence, fubmit themfelves to public 
opinion : And the diihonor that has attended' thi 
(aft profeffion, feems not eafily accountable, 

S 3 As 
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As there are evidently worda in Eagliih poetry 
that have all the force of a daftyle, and, if pro- 
perly inferred, have do fraall beauty on that ac- 
count, it feeras abfurd to contraQ, or print them 
ptherwife thra at length, 

? The Ipofe wall tottering o'er the trembling 
n ihade." 

Ogilyy's Day qf Judgment. 

" Trembling " has alfo the fqree qf a daflyle 
jn a lofg degree — r bjjt cannqt be written other? 
jrife, 

, I have fometimes thought Vipgil fo remarka? 
bly, muikal, that were his lines read t0 * mufician, 
wholly ignprant of the language, by a perfon of 
£ apacity to. give each word it's proper accent, he 
would not fail to diftinguiih in it, all the grace? 
pf harmony f 

I THINK4I can obferve a peculiar beauty in 
the addition of a Ihort fyllable, at the end of a 
blank verfe : I mean, however, •in blank dialogue. 
In other poetry it is as fure to flatten ; which 
may be difcerned in Prior's tranflation of Calli- 
machus, viz. — " the* holy vi£rhn — Diflitan hearft 
* thou 
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f thtfu — Birth, Great Rhea 1 — Inferior Reptile — " 
jfcc&cfor the tranftation abounds with them; 
jrad, is . rendered by that me^ans prjjfaick. , . 

The cafe is only, prpfe being an imitation of 
jcotntnon life, the nature of aa ode requires that 
it fhould be lifted fome degrees higher, 

But in dialogue, the language ought never 
to leave nature the leaft out of fight, and efpe- 
jcially, where pity is to be produced, it appears 
to receive an advantage frpm the melancholy flow 
this fyllable occafions. Let me produce a few 
inftances from Otway*s Tragedy of the Unhappy" 
Marriage ; aod\in order to form a judgment, let 
the reader fubftimte a word of equal import, 
but of a fyllable lefs, in the place" of the in- 
ftances I produce. (Some inftances are number^- ' 
lefs, where they familiarize arid' give an cafe to 
^dialogue.) 

— " Sure jay iH, fafes upon me"* 

p_ « "Why was I not laid in my peaceful grave, 
" With my poor parents, and at reft as they 3Ve. w 
' — - " I never fee you now — you have been kinder.'* 

»-t- * Why was I made with all my fex*s foftn£&, 

"Yet want the cunning to conceal it's follies? 

? Hi fee paftalio— tax him with his falmood?" 

S 4 f Should 
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— — - * Should you charge rough, 

* I (bouid hut weep, and anmer you ; witl$ 

* fobbing.'* . 

*_ * When thou art from me every place i$ 
•* desert.** 

P-j-i. « Sorely Paradlfe is round me, 
f And every fenfe is full of thy perfection. 

* To hear thee fpeak mighty calm a madman-*? 

y frenzy, 
f *TiU by attention, he fargoj his farrows.** 

~r * Till good men wifh him deatj-r-or t offend 
" him.'* 

jzr " And hang upon you, like a' drowning ciea* 



-r- » Cropr this fair rofe, and rifled all it's fweet- 
" nefs." ' 

fc- f Give me Chanjont, and let the world forfaJtct 



Pl've 
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-. " I've drank an healing draught 

w For alt my cares, and never mprc {hall 
" wrong thee." 

t — ■ When I'm laid low in the cold gra,ve. fpr- 
* gotten 
* May you be happy in a fairer bride, 
" But none can ever love you, like Monimia," 

I should imagine, that, in forac or molt of 
tbefe examples, a particular degree of tender- 
nefs is owing to the fupernumerary fy liable ; .yet 
it requires a nice ear for the difpofition of it (for 
\} muft not be univerfal) ; and, with this, may 
give at once an harmonious flow, a natural cafe, 
an energy, tendernefs, and variety to the lan- 
fipagc* 

A i$ai$ qf dry found judgment attends to the 
truth of a proportion; — A. man of ear, and fen- 
Ability, tp the muficof the verfificatiqn : A man af 
a well-regulated tafte, finds the former more 
deeply imprinted on him, by the judicious ma- 
nagement of the latter* 

It feems to me that what are called notes at 

the bottom of pages (as well as parenthefes in 

writing) 
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jrrrting) might be generally avoided, without 
irrjoriug the thread of adifcouffe. It is* true it 
Joght require, forae addrefe to interweave them 
gracefully into the text; but hoar much more 
agreeable wquld be the effect, than to interrupt 
jhe reader by fiich frequent avocations ? How 
much more graceful to play a tune upon one fett 
of keys, with varied flops, than to feck the fame 
variety, by au awkward riiotlph from one fett, to, 
another? 

It bears' a little hard lipon ouY candour, that 
f to take to' pieces" in our language fignifies the 
fame as • to expofe f and * to' expofe" has a flg- 
flification, which good-nature can as little allow, 
as can the laws - of etymology. . 

The ordinary letters frqm friend to frientj 
feem capable of receiving a better turn, than 
mere compliment, friv.olous iritelllge#ce, or pror 
feffions of friendihip conuaualry repeated. The 
eftablifljed maxim to correipand with cafe, has 
almoft excluded every ufeful ftrbjeft : But may 
not excefs of negligence 'difcover affe&ation, as 
well as it's oppofite extreme ? There' are many 
' degrees of intermediate folidity betwixt a Weft* 
phaUa ham and a whip fyllabyb. 
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I am aAonifhed to remark the defefl of ear, 
yphich fome tolerably harmonious poets difcover 
in their Alexandrines. It feems wonderful that 
an error fo obvious, and fp very difguftful to'a, 
nice ear* fliould occur fo frequently as the fol? 



" What feraph e'er could preach 
* So choice a lecture as bis wond'rous virtue*? 
"lore?" 

The paufe being after the fixth fy liable, it is plain 
the whole emphafis qf pronuntiauon is thrown 
upon the particle as, It feems molt amazing to 
me, that this Jhouid be fo cqiijniqa a blunder. 

"Simplex mundirils" has been efteemed uni- 
verfelly to be a phrafe at once very expreffive, 
and of very difficult interpretation : at Icafl, no( 
Fery capable to be explained without circumlqr 
cution. What objection can we make to that 
tingle wqrd, elegant? which excludes the glare 
. and multiplicity qf ornaments on one fide, as 
piuch as it does dirt and ruflicity pn the Other. 

The French ufe the word naive in fuch % 

fenfe a? tp.be explanable by np JJnglHh wordj 

unlefij 
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unlefswe will fubmit to reftrain ourfelves in th? 
application of the word fentimental. It means 
the language of paffion, or the heart ; in oppgi 
"fition to the language of reflection, and the 
head. 

The molt frequent miilake that is made, 
feems to be that of the means for the end: 
Thus riches for happinefs, and thus learning 
for fenfe. The former of the.fe is hourly ob- 
ferrable: And as to the latter, methinks this 
age affords frequent and furprizing inftances. 

It is with real -concern, that I obferve many 
perfons of true poetical genius, endeavouring to 
quench their native fire, that they may exhibit 
learning without a fingle fpark of it. Nor is it 
uncommon to fee an author tranflate a book, when 
with half the pains he could write abetter-; but 
the tranHation favours more of learning, and 
gives room for notes which exhibit more. 

Learning, like money, may be of fo bafe a 
coin, as to be utterly void ofufe ; or, if fterling, 
may require good management, to make it ferve 
the purpofes of fenfe or happjnels. 

When a nobleman has Once, conferred any 
great favor on his inferior, he ought thenceforth 
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toconfider that his requefts, his advice, and even 
his intimations become commands; and 'to pro- 
pofe matters with the utmoft tendernefs. Th« 
perfon whom he obliges has otherwife loft his. 
freedom. 

\ 
*■ Hac ego fi compellar imagine, cunfta refigno: 

* Nee fomnum plebis laudo fatur altilium; nee 

* Otia djvniis Arabum Iiberrima muto. w , 

The amiable and the fevere, Mr. Burke's 
fublime and beautiful, by different proportions 
are mixed in every charafter. Accordingly as 
either is predominant, men imprint the paffions of 
love or fear. The beft punch depends on a pro- 
per mixture of fugar and lemon. 
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THERE arc 'many pcrfons acquire to 
themfelf ei a chara&er of infincerity, from 
what is in truth mere incohftahcy. And there 
axe perfdnS of warm, but changeable paflions \ 
perhaps the firicefeft of any in .the *ery inftant 
they make profeffitiri, btct the very teatil to be 
depended on through the ihort deration of all' 
extremes. It has* often puzzled me, on this ac- 
count, to afcertara the character of lady Ltfxbo- 
rough ; yet whatever were her principles; I efteercf 
lord BolingbrokeV to have beefi the fame. She* 
feemed at all refpeSs the female lord Bolin'gbroke; 

The principal; if not the only, difference be- 
twixt hanefty and honor,' feems to lis in their 
different motives. The objeft of the latter be* 
mg reputation; and, of the former, dmy. 

It is the greateft comfort to the poor, whofe' 
ignorance often inclines them t6 an ill-grounded 
envy, that the rich mail die as well as them^ 
feltesi 
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- The common people call \vlt, mirth ; and 
fancy, folly ; fanciful and folliful, they ufe fas 
difcrirfSriately, It jfeems to flow from hence, tha£ 
they cb'nfider money as of more importance, tharf 
the peribns who poflefs ir$ and that no conduft' 
is wife, bcfide what has a tendency 'to enrich: 
x\s. 

One flioald not deftrdy an infec^ otte fhouli 
hot quarrel with a dog, without a reafoa fuf- 
ficient to vindicate one through all the courts of 
morality. 

The trouble occafidhed by want of a ferram; 
Is fo much left than the plague of a bad one, a* 
h is lefs painful to clean a pair of fhoes than uit-' 
dergo ail excels of anger; 

The fund of fenfible difedarfe is Kmitedj that 
ofjeft and badineric is infinite.' In many com- 
panies then,> where nothing is to be learnt, it were/ 
perhaps; better td get upon the familiar footing' r 
Td give and take in the way of raillery; 

When a wife, or miffrefs lives as in a -jauV 

fee perfou that canfiaes her lives the life of » 
Jailerj ....;.. 

Them 
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Therb JeeaM fome analogy betwixt a perfoo's 
maonef in every aftifcn of bis life* ' 

Lady Luxbbrbugh's Kand-wrltiiig was, at the 
fame dme\ delicate" and niafculiiie. Her features, 
Ker aif, her underftaiiding, her mo'tions, and her 

femiments, were the fame. Mr. W in the 

fame refpe&s, delicate, but not mafculiue. Mr. 

G- rather more delicate than riiafculme, 

Mr. J — tj — rather more maicufine than delicate* 
And this, in regard to the three lafi% extends to 
their drawing, verfificatioa, &c. &c. &c. 

Riches deferve the attention of young pericfti 
rather than old ones; though ^iepracfc'ceisoth«r-< 
wife. ' - " 

To confume one's time and forrane at once, 
Without pleafure,. rccompence, or figure, is like- 
pouring forth one's (pints, rather in phlebotomy 

than enjoymenu 

Parents are generally partial to great Yira-* 

oty in their children, atid are^apt to be mori or 

lefs fond of them in proportion .to. iu Perhap* 

there cannot be a fymptom hit oxprefiivt of 

future ' 
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future judgment and folidity. It feems thorough- 
ly to preclude not only depth of penetration, Mm 
alfo delicacy of fentiioenr. Neither does it feem 
any way confident with a fenfibility of pleafure, 
notwithftanding all external appearances. It is. 
a mere greyhound puppy ina warren, that , runs 
at all truths, and at all forts of . pleafure j but 
does not allow itfelf time to be fucccfsful in fe-. 
curing any. It is a bufy bee, whofe whole time 
panes away in mere flight from flower to flower ; * 
without refting upon any, a fufficient time to,- 
gather honey. 

The queen of Sweden declared, " (he did not 
*■ love men as men ; but merely becaufe they 
* were not women." What a fpirited piece of 
fatyr ! 

In mixed converfation, or amongft perfons of 
no great knowledge, one indulges onefelf in dif- 
courfe that is, neither ingenious nor fignificant. 
Vapid frivolous -chit-chat ferves to pafs away the : 
time. But corked up again in retirement, we 
recover our wonted ftrength, fpirit, and flavour. 

The making "prefents to a lady- one addrefles, 
is like throwing armour into "an enemy's camp, " 
with a resolution to recover it. 
.Vol. Hi T Hb 
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He that -lies a-bed all a fiuamer's morning; 
lofes the chief pleafare of the day : He that gives 
tip his youth to indolence, undergoes a loft of the 
fame kind, ' 

Sp L e E n is often little elfe than ohftru&ed per- 
foration. 

The regard, men externally profefs for their 
feperiors, is oftentimes rewarded — in the man- 
ner it deferves. 

Methinks all men fltould meet with arerpeft 
flue to as high a character as they can aft: be- 
comingly. 

Shining eharafters are not always the moft 
agreeable ones k The mild radiance of an eme- 
rald is by no means left pleating, than the glare 
of a ruby. 

Mankind foffers more by the conflict of con- 
trary paffions, than that of palfion and reafon ; 
Yet, perhaps, the truefl way to quench one pac- 
tion is to kindle up another. 

' ifrtUDKNT 
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Prudent men fhoald lock up their motives, 
giving only their intimates a key*. 

The country efquire limits his ambition to a 
pre-eminence in the knowledge of horfes ; that 
is, of ah animal that may convey him with cafe, 
credit, and fafety, the little journeys he has to 
go. 'pic philofopher directs his ambition to 
fome well-grounded fcience, which ma;', with the 
fame credit, cafe, and fafety, tranfport him 
through every ftage of being : So that he may 
not be overthrown by paffion, nor trailed inh- 
pidly along by apathy. 

Tom Tweedle played a good fiddle ; but, no- 
thing fatisfied with the inconfiderable appellation 
of a fidlcr, dropped the pra&ice, and is now do 
character. 

The bed rime to frame an anfwer to the 
letters of a friend, is the moment you receive 
them. Then the warmth of friendfliip, and the 
intelligence received, moft forcibly co-operate. 

The philoftphers and antient fages, who de- 
claimed againft . the vanity of all external ad- 
vantages, feem in an equal degree to have coiin- 
T a tcnanced 
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tenanced and authorized the mental ones, Or they 
would condemn their own example. 

Superiority in wit is more frequently the 
caufe of vanity than fuperiority of judgment j as 
the perfon that wears an ornamental f'word, is 
ever more vain' than he that wears an ufeful 



*The perfon who has a fuperiority in wit "is 
enabled, by the means of it, to fee his fuperiority : 
pence a deference expected, and offence taken, 
upon the failure. Add to this that wit,-confidered 
as fancy,- renders all the paulonsmorefenuble ; the 
love of fame more remarkably fo; and you have 
fome fort of reafon for the revenge taken by 
wits upon thofe who negleft them. 

In the quarrels of our friends, it is incum- 
bent on us to take a part — In the quarrels of 
mere acquaintance, it is nccdlefs, and perhaps 
impertinent. 

When I have purcliafed aught by way of 
mere amufement; your reflection, upon the coil 
not only intimates the bargain I have made to be 
a bad one, tut tends to make it-fo, 

•Had 
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* Had I the money thofe paintings coft, fays 
' Torpor, methinks I would have difcovered 

* fome better method of difpofing of it.' "-And 

* in what would you have expended it ?" ' I 

* would buy Ibme fine horfes.* " But you hive 
, " already what, anfwer your purpofe !" ' ' Yes, 

' but I have a particular fancy for a fipe horfe.' 
" And have not I, who bought thefe.pi&ures, 
" the fame argument on my fide '?* The truth is, 
he who extols his own amufements, and condemns 
another perfon's, unlefs he does it as they bear 
relation to virtue or vice, will at all times find 
himfelfat a lofs for an argument. 

People of real genius have ftrong paffions} 
people of ftrbng paffions, have great partiali- 
ties ; fuch as Mr. Pope for Lord Bolingbroke, &c. ■ 
Perfons of flow parts have languid paflious, 
and perfoss of languid paffions have little par- 
tiality. They neither love, nor hate, nor look, 
nor move, with the energy of a man of fenfe. 
The faults of the former fliould be ballanced 
with their excellencies ; «nd the blamelefihefs' of 
die latter fliould be weighed with their infigni- 
ficancy. Happinefs and virtue are, perhaps, 
T 3 gene- 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



»9S ESSAYS OK ME N,* 

generally difpenfed wjth more equality than we 



Extreme volatile and fprtghtly tempers feent 
inconfiftent with any great enjoyment. There 
is too much time wafted' in the mere traqfition 
from one objeft to another, " No room for thofe 
deep impreffions which are made alone by the 
duration of an idea ; and are quite requifite to 
any ftrong fenfation, either of pleafure, or of 
pain. The bee to collect honey, or the fpider 
: to gather poyfon, mull abide fpme time upon 
the weed or flower. They whofe fluids are mere 
fal volatile, feem rather chearful than happy 
men, The temper above defcribed is oftener 
the lot pf wits, than of perfons of great abi* 
lities. 

There are bo perfons more fgllicitous about 
the prefervatiqn of rank, than thofe who have 
no rank at all. Obferve the humours of a 
country christening; and you will find no court 
in Chriftendom (o ceremonious, as the quality of 
Brentford. 

Criticks will fometimes prefer the faulty 

ftate of a compofition w the improved one, 

through 
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through mere perverfenefs : Id like manner fome 
will extol a perron's paft conduit, to depreciaw 
hie prefent. Thefe are fome of the numerous 
fliifrs, and machinations, of envy. 

Trees afford as the advantage of fhade in 
fumroer, as well as fuel in winter ; as the fame 
tirtue allays the fervor of intemperate paffions 
in our youth, and ferret to comfort and keep u$ 
Warm amid the rigours of old age. 

The term IndecUion, in a man's character, im- 
plies an idea very nicely different from that of Ir- 
refolution; yet it has a tendency to produce it; 
and, like that, has often it's original in exteffivc 
delicacy and refinement. 

Persons of proud yet abjeft fpirits will de- 
fpife yon fot thefe diftreffes, for which the ge- 
nerous mind will pity, and endeavor to befriend 
yon. A hint, to whom only you Ihould difclofe, 
and from whom you ftould conceal them. Yet, 
perhaps, in general, it may be prudent to con- 
teal thca from perfons of aa oppofitc party. 



T 4 The 
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The facrificing of our anger to our ihtereft is 
oftentimes no more, than the exchangeiof .a pain- 
ful 'paffiou for a pleafurable. 

The*e are not five in five hundred that pity, 
but, at the fame time alfo defpife ; a reafon.that 
you fhould be cautious to whom and where you 
complain. The furtheft a prudent man (hould 
proceed, in general, is to laugh at fame of his 
own foibles ; when this may be a means of re- 
moving eoyy from the more important parts of 
bis character. 

Effeminacy of appearance, and an exceffive 
attention to' the minuter .parts of drefs, is, I be-r 
lieve, properly, in the general run, efteemed a 
fymptom of irrefolution. But, yet, inftances are 
feen to abound in the French nation to jhe con- 
trary. And in our own, that of Lord Mark Kerr 
was an inftance equal to a thoufand. A fnuff-box 
hinge, rendered invisible, was an object on which 
bis happinefs appeared to turn; which, how- 
ever, might be clouded by a fpeck of dirt, or 
wounded by a hole in the heel of his ftocking. 
Yet this man's intrepidity was ihewn beyond all 
4 contra. 
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contradiction. What fhall we fay then of Mr. 
— — , of -manners very delicate, yet poffeffed of 
a poetical Vein fraught with the nobleft and 
fublimeft images, and of a mind remarkably 
well ftorcd with the more mafculioe parts of 
learning ?4-Here, perhaps, we muft remain , in 
fufpence — For though tafte does not imply man- 
ners, fo neither does it preclude them : Or what 
hinders, that 'a man Should feel that fame deli- 
cacy in regard to real honor, which he does in 
regard to drefs ? 

If beneficence be not in a perfon's will, what 
imports it to mankind, that it is ever fo much 
in his power ? And yet we fee how much more 
regard is generally paid to a worthlefs man of 
forune, than to the moil benevolent beggar that 
ever uttered an ineffectual bldfing. It is all agree- 
able to Mr. Burke's Thefis, that the formidable 
idea of power affecls more deeply than the molt 
beamiful image we can conceive of moral 
virtue. 

A person that is not merely ftupid, is natu- 
rally under the influence of the acute pafllons, or 
the flow — The principle of revenge is meaitt for 
the fecurity of the individual ; and fuppofmg a 
% perfon 
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perfbfi has not courage to put it immediately into 
pra&iee, he commonly ilriret to make htrafelf 
remarkable for the perfeverance of lis refent- 
nem. Both thefe hare the fame motive toils* 
prefs a dread upon oar enemies of Injuring us 
for the future: And though the ttorld be more 
inclined to favor the raft than the phlegmatidc 
enemy, h is hard to Jay whkh of the two. has 
given rife ta nor* difmal confeqafcaces — . The 
reafoo of this partiality may be deduced from 
the fame original, as the preference that is given 
to down-right impudence, before hypocrify. To 
dc cheated into an ill-placed efteem, or to be un- 
dermined by concealed malignity, difcoters a 
contempt for our uaderftandingv and kffens the 
idea we entertain of it ourfelves. They hnn 
«ur pride more -than open violence, or undi£ 
guiied impudence. 

King James the Firft, willing to- involve the 
regal power in royftery, that like natural objeeht 
it might appear greater .through the fog, de* 
clared it prefumption for a fubjeft to fay, " what 
■ a king might do in the fulliiefs of his power* 
— This was abfttrd ; but ft feems prefumption in 
a man of the world, to &y what means a man 
of genius may think inftrumental to his happi- 
nefs. 



>g,1,zed by GoOgle 



MANNERS, AND THINGS. *oi 
Be ft, W— — ufed to fay,, k was prefumpnon 
for htm, -tttmakc conjeftures em the occafion. A 
perfon of refinement feems to have his pleafores « 
dHHnft from the common run of men; what the 
world calls important, is to him wholly frivolous; 
and what the "World efteems frivolous, fecms ef- 
fcn tial to he tranquillity. 

The apparatus of a funeral among the middle 
' rank of people, and fometimes among the great, 
has one effect that iff not frivolous. It m feme 
m'eafure duUpates and draws off the attention from 
the main object of concern. Weaker minds find 
a fort of relief in being compelled to give direc- 
tions about the manner of interment : And the 
grave foleranity of the hearfe, plumes, and 
efcntcheons, though they add to the force of 
terror, diminuVthat of fimple grief. 

There are fome people whom you cannot re- 
gard) though they feem deurous to oblige you : 
Nay, even though they do you actual fervices. 
This- is the cafe wherever their feotimeats are 
too widely differeat from your own. Thus a 
perfon truly avaricious can never make himfelf 
truly agreeable to one enamoured with the arts 
I and 
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and fciendes. A perfon of cxquifltc fenfibility 
and tcndcrnefs can never be truly pleafed with 
another of no feelings ; who can fee the mod 
intimate of his friends or kindred expire without 
any greater pain than if he beheld a pitcher 
broken. Thefe, properly fpeaking, can be faid 
to feel nothing but the point of a fword ; and 
one could more eafily pardon them, if this apathy 
were the effect of philofophy, and not want of 
thought. But what I would inculcate, is, with 
tempers thus different one fliould never attempt 
any dofe connexion. 

a Lupis fe agnis quanta fortito obtigit, 
* Tecum mihi difcordia eft." 

Yet it, may be a point, of prudence to ftiew them 
civility, and allow a toleration to their various 
propenfities.. . To converfe much with them would 
' not only be painful, but tend to injure your own 
difpofitibn : And to aim at' obtaining their ap- 
plaufe, would only make your character in- 
confiftent, 

There are feme people who find a gloomy 
kind of pleafure in glouting, which could hardly 
be encreafed by the fatisfacb'on of paving their 
wishes granted. This is, feemirigly, a bad cha- 
racter, 



SigiiizedD, GoOgle 



MANNERS, AND THINGS. » 9 j 

rafter, and yet often connected with a fenfe of- 
honor, of confcious merit, with warm gratitude, 
greac fincerity, and many other valuable qua- 
lities. 

There is a degree of underftanding in women 
with which one not only ought to be contented, 
but abfolutely pleafed. — One would not, in them, 
require the unfathomable abyfs. 

The worft confequence of gratifying our paf- 
fioos in regard to objefts, of an indifferent na- 
ture, is, that it caufes them to proceed with 
. greater violence towards other and other objects; 
and fir-ad infinitum. I wiih, for my pocket, an 
elegant etui ; and gold to remove the pain of wifl»- 
ing.and partake thepleafure of enjoyment. I would 
part with the purchafe-money, for which I have 
lefs regard ; but the gratification of this wifli 
would generate fifty others, that would be ruinous. 
See Epi&etus j who, therefore, advifes to refift 
the firft. 

Virtue and agreeablenefs are, I fear, too 

often feparated; that is, externals affeft and 

captivate the fancy, where internal worth is 

s wanting 
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wanting, to engage and attach one's reafon — A 
moll perplexing circuinftanee ; and no where 
more remarkable, than whea we fee a wife 
man totally cnflaved by the beauty of a perfbn 
he defpifcs. 

I know not whether eficreafinj* years do not 
cxofe one to efteein fewer people, and to bear 

with more. 

Qwbk'Ej whether frleadmip for the fa 
do not tend to leffcn the fenfttal appetite; and 
tiee YerflL 

I think I never knew an raftance of great 
ejuicknefc of parts being joined with great fo- 
lidity. The moil rapid rrrersate feldom or never 
deep. 

To be at once a rake, and to glory in the cha- 
rafter, difcovera at the fame time a bad difpofinon 
arid a bad tafte. 

There are perfoas who Aide iafeiriibly into arr 

habit of comxadiAion. Their firft endeaTor, upon 

hearing 
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hearing aught afferted, is to difcover wherein 
k may be plaufibly difputed. This, they ima- 
gine, gives an air of great fagacky ; and if they 
can mingle a jell with contradi&ion, think they 
difplay great fuperiority. One fhould be cautious 
againft the advances of this kind of propenfity, 
which lofes us friends, in a matter generally of 
no confequence. 

The foHicirade of peers to preferve, or to 
exalt, their rank, is efteemed no other than a 
manly .and becoming ambition. The care of 
commoners on the fame iubjefl, is deemed eiihgr 
vanity, formality, or pride. 

An income for life only feems the beft ca!-* 
culated for the circumftances and* fituatiou of 
mortal man : The farther property in an eftate 
encreafes the difficalty of difengaging our af- 
fections from this world, and of thinking in the 
manner we ought to think of a fyftem from 
which we mud be entirely feparated. 

" J tnift that finking fund, my life." 

POFS. 

Sukfiuze. 
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Sdrprize quickens enjoyment, and expectation 
baniihes furprize ; this is the fimple reafon, why 
few pleafures, that have engrofled our attention 
previouQy, ever anfwer our ideas of them. Add 
to this, that imagination is a great magnifier, and 
caufes the hopes we conceive to grow too large 
for their object— Thus expectation does not only 
dtflroy the advantage of furprize, and fo flattens 
pleafure ; but makes us hope for an imaginary 
addition, which gives the pain of difappouit- 
Bient. 
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ON RELIGION; 

It people were to bawl out, " God for ever! 
"Huzza!" (which is a mark of refpeft to kings, 
upon any event that is deferring of national 
gratitude) why were not this equivalent to a 
regular thankfgiving ? At leait zealots and de- 
votees, who are fuch mighty advocates for the 
fervor of devotion, fliould prefer it, as what J8 
generally more fincere and unaffe&ed. 



Perhaps we fliould not pray to God "to 
* keep us ftedfaft in any faith;" but, condi- 
tionally, that it be a right one, 

III. 
When a tree is falling, I havefeen the labo- 
rers, by a trivial jerk with a rope, throw it upon 
the fpot where they would wifli it ihould lie. Di- 
vines, underftanding this text too literally, pre- 
tend by a little interposition in the article of 
death, to regulate a perfon's everlafling happi- 
nefs. I fancy the allufion will hardly counte- 
nance their prefumption. 

Vol. H. V Whes 
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When misfortunes happen to fuch as diffent 
from us in matters of religion, we call them 
judgments; When to thofe of our own feft, we 
call them tryals : When to perfons neither way 
diftinguithed, we are content to impute them to 
the fettled courfe of things. 

Itt regard to church-mufick, if a man cannot 
be faid to be merry or good-humored when he 
is tickled till he. laughs, why Ihould he be efteem- 
ed devout or pious when he is tweedled into zeal 
by the drone pipe of an organ ? — la anfwer to 
this it may be faid, that if fuch an elevation of 
the (pints be not meritorious, be not devotion, 
yet it is attended with good confequences ; as it 
leaves a good impreflion upon the mind favorable 
to virtue 1 and a religious life. 

The rich man, adjoining to his country-fesh, 
erefis a chapel, as he pretends, to God Almighty, 
but, in truth, to his own vain-glory ; f urniflffis' it 
with luxurious conveniences, fof prayers that 
will be never faid. The poor man kneels by 
his bed-fide, and goes to Heaven before him. 

I SHOULD 
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i should think a clergyman might diftinguilh 
iirofelf by cowpofing a fett of fennons upon the 
grdraary virtues extolled in claffic writers, in- 
troducing the oxnameatal ftourjfoes of Horace, 
Juvenal, &c. 

I. Against family-pride might be taken from 
Juvenal's Stemmata quid fadtint, Horace's Non 
quia Maecenas, and Marhis's fpeech in Salluit. 
The text " Is not this Jofeph the capenter's fan ? " 

2* A sermon upon the advantages of compe- 
tency, contentment, and rural life, might be 
abundantly embellilhed from the clafficks, and 
Would be both grateful and ferviccable to. the 
common people : As the chief paffion from which 
they fuffer is envy, I believe, mifplaced. 

3. Another, might be calculated for each 
- feafon of the year : Muftrating the wifdom, the 
power, and the benevolence of Providence— How 
idle to forego fuch fair and peaceable fubjecls, 
for the fake of widening the breach betwixt 
grace and works, predeftination and election ; 
Solving the revelations ; or afcertaining the pre- 
cife nature of Urim and Thummira ? 

U 2 It 
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It is a common argument amongft divines, in 
the behalf of a religious life, that a contrary 
behaviour has fdeh confluences when we come 
to die. It is indeed true, but feems an argument 
of a fubordinate kind : The article of death js 
more frequently of fnort duration. Is it not a 
ftronger perfuafive, that virtue makes us happy 
daily, and removes the fear of death from oar 
lives antecedently, than that it finooths the pil- 
low of a death-bed ? 

It is a queftion whether the remaining fuper- 
ftitions among the yulgar of the Engliih nation 
ought wholly to be removed. The notion of a 
ghoft's appearance for the difcovery of murder, 
or any flagrant aft of injustice ; " that what is 

* got over the devil's back will be fpent under his 

* belly ;" "that cards are the devil's books," &c 

If there be numbers of people that murder 
and devour their fpecies; that have contradictory 
notions of beauty j that have deemed it merito- 
rious to offer up human facrifices; to leave their 
parents in deferts of wild beafts ; to expofe their 
offspring as foon as born, &c. &c. there mould 
feem to be no univerfal moral fenfe ; and of 
confequence, none. 

It 
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It is not now, " We have fecn his ftar in the 
* eaft," but "We have feen the ftar on his 
'" bread:, and are come toworfhip him.'* 

It is faid, and I believe juftly enough, that 
crimes appear Iefs heinous to a perfon that is 
about committing them, than to his confciencc 
afterwards. Is then the crime to be imputed to 
him in the degree he forefaw it, or in that he re? 
flefts upon it ? Perhaps the one and the other 
may incline towards an extreme. 

The word Religio amongft the Romans, and 
the word Church among the ChrUtians, feem to 
have more interpretations than almoft any other. 
" Malus procidit, ea religione moti."— Livy, p. 
1 1 50. voL II. here religion feems to mean pro- 
digy—" Si quis, tale facrum folenne duceret, nee 
" fe fiae religipne & piaculo id omittere poffe." 
Livy 1 157. here it feemingly means impiety ; 
" Piacuium" being fuch an offence as required 
expiatory facrifices. 

* Tantum religio potuit fuadere malorum." 

here it means fuperftition, as it does often in 
JLucretius. 

U 3 Tsa 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



jo2 ESSAYS ON 'MEN, 

The pope's wanton excommunications ; hisc^i 
pricipus pardon of his Cos ; his enormous indul-. 
gences, and other particulars of like nature, 
flicw that (whatever religions may practice cru-_ 
city) it is peculiarly the church that makes a jell 
of God Almighty. . 

The word church has thefe different fenfes. 

.1. A sett of people ordained to aflift at 
divine fervice. 

3. Th e members of a ccrtiin religious profeffioo^ 
including clergy and laity. 

g, A large piece of-building dedicated to the 
fervice of God, and furnished with proper con- 
veniences for thofe who meet to worftiip him. 

4. A body of people who too frequendy 
barrafs and infeft the laity according to law, and- 
who conceal their real names under that of a 
ipiritual court. 

How ready have all nations been, after- 
having allowed a proper portion of laud and 
praife to their own abilities, to attribute 
their fuccefs in war to the peculiar favor of a 
juft Providence ! Perhaps this conftruftion, as it 
is often applyed, argues more of prefumption 
than 



^.iizai^Google 



MANNERS, AND THINGS. 303 

than gratitude. In the fir ft place, fuch is the 
partiality of the human heart, that, perhaps, 
two - hoilile nations may alike rely upon the 
juftice of their caufe ; and which of the two has 
the better claim toit, none but Providence can itfelf 
difcover. In the next, it fliould be ohferved, 
chat fuccefs fay no means demonftrates juftice. 
Again, we rauft not wholly forget to confider, 
that fuccefs may be no more than a means of 
deftru&ion. And laftly, fuppofing fuccefs to be 
really and abfoluteiy good, do we find that 
individuals are always favored with it in pro- 
portion to their defert ; and if not individuals, 
why muft we then fuppofe it to be the uniform 
rccompence of fociety ? 

It is often given as. a reafon why it is incum* 
bent on God Almighty's juftice, to punifli or re- 
ward focieties, in this world, becaufe, hereafter, 
they cannot be puniihed or rewarded on account 
of their cjiflblution. It is, indeed, true that hu- 
man vengeance mufl act frequently in the graft; 
and whenever a government declares war againft 
a foreign fociety, or finds it needful to chaftife 
any part of it's own, muft of neceflity involve 
fome innocent individuals, with the guilty. But 
it does not appear fo evident, that an omnifcient 
and omnipotent Being, who knows the fecrets of 
'. u 4 all 
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all hearts, and is able to make a diftinJHon in' 
his punifhments, will judge his unhappy creature^ 
by thefe indiscriminate and imperfeft laws. 

Societies then are to be confidered as the 
cafual or arbitrary aflbrtments of human infti- 
tution. To fuppofe that God Almighty will, by 
means of puntihments, often called judgments, 
deftroy them promifcuoufly, is to fuppofe that 
he will regulate his government according to the 
cabals of human wifdom. I mean to be under-: 
ftood here, with regard to what are called judgr 
ments, or, in other words, praeiernatural inter- 
pofitions of Providence. In a natural way, the 
conftitmion .of the univerfe requires, that the 
good mud often fuffer with the bad part of 
fociety. But in regard to judgments upon whole 
bodies (which we have days appointed to' depre- 
cate) let us introduce a cafe, which may fervq 
to illuftrate the improbability. 

Societies, I fuppofe then, are not divine but 
human bundles. 

Imagine a man to mix a large quantity of 

fand and gunpowder j then parcel out the com- 

pofition into different heaps, and apply fire to 

fhem feparately. The fire, it is very obvious, 

woukj 
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would take no notice of .the bundles; would by no 
means confume, here and there, a bundle in the 
grofs, but would affeft that part of every por- 
tion that was combuftible. 

It may fpecioufly enough be faid, what.greater 
injuftke is it to punifh a fociety promifcuoufiy, 
than to involve an innocent fbn in the punifli- 
Hient due to a fiuful father ? To this I anfwer, 
the natural fyflem (which we need not 'doubt; 
upon the whole, is right) occafions both the good 
and bad to fuffer many times inducruninately. 
But they go much further — They fay God, as 
if were,' interferes in oppofiuoo to the fettled 
courfe of things to pimifh, and include" focieties 
in one promifcuous vengeance. Were he to in- 
flifl extraordinary puniflunents diilinft from thofc 
which fin entails upon us, he furely would not 
regulate them by mere human affortments, but 
would make the jufter diftinflion of good and 
evil individuals. 

Neither do I fee why it is fo neceffary, that 
focieties, either here or hereafter, mould be 
punHhed as focieties, * The foul that finneth, 
'f it ihall die." 

How 
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How happy may a lord bifttop render a pea- 
feat at the hour of death by bellowing on him 
bis bJcffing, and giving him afibrance of faWa- 
tion ? It is the fame with regard to religious 
opinions in general. They may be confirmed 
and eftablifhed to their hearts content, becaufe 
they anent implicitly to the opinions of men who, 
they think, fbould know. A perfon of diftin- 
goiflied parti and learning has no fuch advan- 
tages. Friendlcfs, wavering, folitary, and, through 
bis very fituation, incapable of much alfiftance j 
If the ruftick's tenor of behavior approach nearer 
to the braves, he alfo appears to approach nearer 
to their happmefs, 

Ton pray for happinefs— Confider the fitna- 
tkm or difpofition of your mind at the time, and 
yoo will find it naturally tends to produce it. 

In travelling one contrives to allow day-light 
for the worfe part of the road. But in life, how 
hard is it, that every unhappinefs. feems united 
towards the clofe of our journey ! Pain, fatigue, 
and want of fpirits; when fpirits are more ira- 
. jnediately ' neceffary to our fupport ; of which 
nothing can fupply the place befide religion and 
■ " , philofophy. 
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phllofophy. But then the foundation muft be 
laid id meditation and enquiry ; at an unnlolefted 
feafon, when craf faculties are ftrong and vigo- 
rous ; or the tempeft will mdft probably throw 
down the fuperftf ufture. 

How is a man faid to be guilty of Incredulity? 
Are there not fizes of underftandirtgs adapted to 
the different forts, and as it were fizes of nar- 
rations. 

Conscience is adfeititious ; I mean foflnenced 
by conviction, which may be well or Ill-grounded; 
therefore no certain tell of truth; bat at tnoft 
times a very faithful and 4 rery jtfodetit ad- 
monitor. 

TriE attraftion of bodies, and fodal affection of 
minds; Teem in many refpeds analogous. 

Attractions of either kind arc lefe per- 
fpicuous, and lefs perceptible through, a variety 
of counter-attrafiions that diminUh their effeft, 
"Were two perfons to. meet in Ifpahan, though 
quite ftrangera to each other here, would they 
not go near to feel a kind of fricnd&ip,. on the 
fingle fcore of their being Englishmen? Would 
4 they 
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they not pafs a chcarful evening together over 
rice and lherbett?— In like manner, fuppofe two 
or three cotemporaries only, to meet on the fur- 
face, of the globe amid myriads of perfons of all 
other ages whatfoever, would they not difcover a 
mutual tendernefs, even though they had been 
enemies when living. What then remains, but 
that we revive the memory of. fuch relations 
now, in order to quicken our benevolence ? That 
we are all country-men is a confider at i on that is more 
commonly inculcated, and limits our benevolence to 
4 fmaller number alfo. That we are cotempora- 
ries, and perfons whom future biftory (hall upite, 
who, great jiarf, of u$, however imperceptibly, 
receive and confer reciprocal benefits ; this, with 
every other drcumftance that tends to heigthen 
our philanthropy, mould be brought to mind as 
much as ppffiblc, r during our abode upon earth. 
Hereafter it may he juft, and requifife, to com- 
prehend all ages of mankind. 

The befi: notion we can conceive pf God, may 
be, that he is to the creation what the foul is to 
the body, 

• — " Deus eft quodcunque vides, ubicunque 
* moveris." 
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What is man, while *we refiect. upon a Deity, 
whofe very words are works; and all whofe^, 
works are wonders! 

Prater is not ufed to inform, for God is om- 
nifcient: Not to move companion, for God is 
without paflions : Not to mew our gratitude, for 
God knows our hearts. May not a man, that 
has true notions, he a pious man though he be 
filent? 

To honor God is to conceive right notions of 
him, fays fome antient that I have forgot. 

I know not how Mr. Pope's affertion is con- 
fident with the fcheme of a particular Provi- 
dence : 

* The Almighty caufe 



" AQs not by partial, but by general laws." 

What one underftands by a general Provi- 
dence is that attention of the Almighty to the 
works of his Creation, by which they purfue 
their original courfe, without deviating into fuch 
eccentrick motions as mull immediately tend to 
the deftru&ion of it. Thus a philofopher is 
enabled 
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enabled to foretell eclipfes with precifion ; and a 
done thrown upward, drops um'fonnjy to the 
ground. Thus an injury aw,akes Kfefttmenti and 
8 good office endears to us pur benefactor. 
And it feems no unworthy idea of omnipotence, 
perhaps, to fuppofe he a.t jirft conflituted a fyftem, 
that, itood in no need either of his .counter-afting 
or fufpending the firft Jaws of -motion. 

But after all, the mind remains ; and we can 
(hew it to be either- impoffible, or improbable, 
that God direfls the will ? Now whether the di- 
vine Being occafions a ruin .to fall miraculoufly, 
or in direft oppofition to the ordinary laws of 
nature, upon the head of Chartrcs — or .whether 
he incUnes Chartres to go near a wall whofe 
center of gravity is unfupported, makes no ma- 
terial difference. 
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O N T A S T E. 

I Believe that, generally fpeaklng, perfons 
eminent in one branch of tafte, have the 
principles of the reft; and to try this, I have 
often follicited a ftranger to hum a tune, and 
have feldom failed of fuccefe. This, however, 
does not extend to talents beyond the fphere of 
tafte ; and Handel was evidently wrong, when 
he fancied himfelf bom to command a troop of 
horfe. 

Mankind, in general, may he divided into 
perfons of undemanding, and perfons of genius; 
each of which will admit of many fubordmate 
degrees. By perfons of underftanding, J mean 
perfons of found judgment; formed for mathe- 
matical deductions, and clear argumentation. By 
perfons of genius, I would characterize thofe in 
whom true and genuine fancy predominates; 
and this whether affifted, or not, by culti- 
vation* 

I have: 
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I have thought that genius and judgment 
may, in fome refpe&s, be reprefemed by a 
liquid and a folid. The former is,, generally 
fpeaking, remarkable for it's fenfibility, But 
then lofes it's hnpreflion foon : The latter is lefs 
fufceptible of impreffidri, but retains it longer'; 

. Dividing the world into an hundred partd, 
lam apt to believe the calculation might be thus 
adjufted. 

■ Pedants' . . ...- . — jt 

Perfons of common fenfe — 40 

"Wits . 1 — i£ 

Fools , . ie 

Perfons of a wild uncultivated tafte -^ 10 
Perfons of original tafte, improved by aft % 

There is hardly any thing fo uncommon, as a 
true native tafte improved by education. 

The objeft of tafte is corporeal beauty ; 
for though there is manifeftly a to %(ttm; a 
pulchrum, an honeftum, and decorum, in moral 
afiions j and although a man of tafte that is not 
virtuous, commits a greater violence upon his 
fentimems 
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fentiments than any other perfon; yet, in the 
ordinary courfe of fpeaking, a perfon is not, 
termed a man of tafte, merely betaufe he fa a 
man of virtue. 

All beauty may be divided into abfolute, and 
relative, and what is compounded of both. 

It is not uncommon to hear a modern Quixote 
infill upon the fuperiprity of his idol or Dulcinea; 
and, not content to pay his own tribute of ado- 
ration, demand that of other's In favor of her ac- 
compliflunents. Thofe of grave and fober fenfe 
cannot avoid wondering at a difference of opi- 
nions, which are in truth fupportcd by no cri- 
terion. 

Evert one, therefore, ought to fix fome mea- 
fure of beauty, before he grows eloquent upon 
the fubjecL 

Evert thing feems to derive it's pretention* 
to beauty, on account of . its color, fmoothnefs, 
variety, uniformity, partial refemblance to fome- 
thing elfe, proportion, or fuitablenefs to the 
end propofed, fome connexion of ideas, or a 
. mixture of all thefe. ■ 

Vol. XL X M 
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As to the beauty of colon, $eir prefem 
eneft feems in- proportion to their irapulfe ; and 
fcarlct, were it not for habit, would affcft an 
-Indian before all other .colors. 

Resemblances wrought by art ; pictures, 
buftos* {tames, pleafe. ■ - - 

Columns, proportioned to their incumbent 
weight i but herein we fuppofe omogeoeous Ma- 
terials ; it is otherwise, in cafe we know that a 
column is made of iron. 

Habit, herein, feems to have an influence 
to which we can affix no bounds. Suppofe the 
generality of mankind formed with a mouth from 
car to ear, and that it were requifitc in point of 
refpiration, would not the prefent make of mou^bs, 
have fubjefted a man to the name of Bocha 
t chtcail. . .■■.-.-..- .,..*' 

It is probable, that a clown would Kqjuire 
more color in his Chloe's face, than a courtier. 

We may fee daily the ftrange effefls of habit 
in refpeft of fafluon. To what .colors, or pro- 
portions, docs it not reconcile us 1, .. . 

Conceit 
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1 Conceit is ftlfc tifte; and very widely dif- 
' ferenr from no taftc at all. 

Beauty of perfon fhould, perhaps, be eftj- 
mated according to the proportion it bears to 
■fiich a make and features, as are moft likely to 
produce the lore of the oppofite fex. The look 
of dignity, the look of wifdom, the look of de- 
licacy and refinement feem, in fome meafure, 
foreign. Perhaps the appearance of fenfibility 
may be one ingredient} and that of heaftV 
another. At leaft, a cadaverous countenance is 
the moft difgufting in the'worid. 

-■ 1 know not, if one Teafon of the diflerent 
opinions- ceiwerning beauty, be not owisg. to 
ielf-love. People ar« apt to form fome criterion, 
from their own persons,, or poffeffions. A tall 
perfon approves the look of a folio or o£tavo : A 
' fijuare thick-fet man is more delighted with a 
quarto. This inftance, at leaft, may ferve to 
explain what I intend. 

I believe it fomedmes happens that a perfon 

mayhavewhat the aru'fts call an ear and an 

eye, without tafte : For inftance, a man may fome- 

times have a qiiicknefs in diftinguiflnng the fimi- 

X 3 liiude 
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litude or difference of lines and founds, without 
any /kill to give the proper preference betwixt 
the combinations of them. 

Taste produces different effefts upon different 
complexions. It confifts, as I have often obferved, 
in the appetite and the difcernment ; then molt 
properly fo called; when they are united in equal 
proportions. 

Where the difcernment is predominant, a 
perfon is pleafed with fewer objects, and re- 
quires perfection in what he fees. Where the 
appetite prevails, he is fo much attached to 
beauty, that he feels a gratification in every 
degree, in which it is manifefted.. I frankly own 
myfelf to be of this latter clafs : I love painting 
and ftatuary fo well, as to be not undelighted 
with moderate performances. 

The redfdn people vary, m their opinions of 
a portrait; I mean, wich regard to the refembiance 
it bears to the original j feems no other, than that 
they lay ftrefs on different features in the ori- 
ginal ; and this different ftrefs is owing "to dif- 
ferent complexions of mind. 

People 
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PfcoVLE of little or no tafte commend -a perfon 
for it's corpulency. I cannot fee, why an ox- 
crefcence of belly, cheek, or chin, (hould be 
deemed more beautiful than a wen on any other 
part of the body. Through a connexion of ideas, 
it may form the beauty of a pig or an ox. 

There feems a pretty exaft analogy between 
the objefts and the fenfes. Some tunes, fome 
tafles, fome vifible obje&s, pleafe at firft, and 
that only ; others, only by degrees, and then long. 

— (Rafpberry-j elly— Green-tea— Alley-Croaker 
— Air in Ariadne — A Baron's Robe — and a Bi- 
lhops Lawn). Perhaps fome of thefe inftances 
may be ill enough chofen; but the thing is 
trqe, 

Tunes, with words, pleafe me th,e more in 
proportion as they approach nearer to the natu- 
ral accent of the words to which they are af- 
figned, Scotch tunes often end. high; Their 
language .does, the fame. 

- To how very great a degree, .the appearance 
of health alone is beauty, I am not able to de- 
termine. I prefume the moft regular an4 well? 
proportioned fornj of limbs and feature? is at 
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the Tame time the rnoft healthful one : The fitteft 
to perform the functions and opefadona ■ of Ac- 
body. If fo, a perfectly healthful fonnj fe a ; 
perfeftly beautiful foriri— Health is beaupjt, and 
the moft perfect health is die moft perieft beau- 
ty. To have recourfe to eap'ei'ience. Ths moft 
fickly and cadaverous countenance ' is- the leaft 
provocative to love ; or rather the moft incoa- 
fiftcnt with it. ' A florid- look; to appear beau- 
tiful, muft be the bloom of health,- and" ow the 
glow of a fever. 

Am obvious connexion hiay be traced betwus 
nwral and phyficil beauty; the love of fymmctry, 
and the love of virtue ; an elegant tafte 1 , and 
perfeCt honefty. "We may, We muft, rife from 
the love, of natural to that of moral beauty t 
Such is the conclufion of Plato, and of my Lord 
Shaftsbury, ...... 

Wherever there is a want elf tafte, we- ge- 
nerally obferve a love of inoney, afifl' cunning: 
And whenever tafte prevails, a waatof prtufenee, 
and an utter difregard to money. 

Taste (or a juft relifh of beauty) feetas « 

diftinguifh us from the brute creation, as - much 

as intellect, or feafon. We do not find that 

brutes 
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brutes hare any fenfatkm .of this fort. A bull 
is goaded by the love of fejt in general, with- 
out the leaft appearance of any diftin&ion in 
favor of the mpre beautiful individual. Accord- 
ingly men* devoid of tafte, are in a great raea- 
five indifferent as to make, complexion, feature ; 
and and 3 difference of fex fufficient to excite 
their paffioa in all its fervor. It is not thus where 
there is a tafte for beauty, either accurate or 
erroneous. The perfon of a good tafte, re- 
quires real beauty in the obje& of his paffion ; 
and the perfon of bad tafte, requires fomething 
which he fubftitutes in the place of beauty. 

Persons of tafte, it has been afferted, are 
alfo the beft . qualified to diftinguilh, and the 
moft prone to admire moral virtue : Nor does it 
invalidate this maxim, that their practice does 
not correfpond. The power of a£ing virtuoufly 
depends in a great meafure upon withftanding 
a prefent, and perhaps fenfual, gratification, 
for the fake of a more diftant, and intclle&ual 
fatisfaction. Now, as persons of fine tafte are 
men of the ftrongeft fenfual appetites, it happens 
that in ballancing prefent and future, they are 
apt . enough to allow an unreafonable advantage 
to the former. On the other hand, a more phleg- 
X 4 uutick 
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iriatick character may, with no greater felF-detiiaJ, 
allow the future, fairer play! But let us wave 
the merely fenfual indulgences j and let lis con- 
fider the man. of tafte in regard to points of 
mcnm and mum ; in regard to the virtues of for- 
givenefs ; in regard to chanty, companion, mu- 
nificence, and magnanimity ; and we cannot fail 
to vote his tafte the glorious triumph which h 
deferves. 

There Is a kind of counter-tafte, founded 
on furprize and curiofity, which maintains 
a fort of rivalfhip with the true ; and may 
be expreffed by the name Concetto. Such is 
the fondnefs of fome perfons for a knife-haft 
made from the royal -oak, or a tobacco - 
Hopper from . a mulberry-tree of Shakefpear*5 
own planting. It gratifies an empty curiofity.' 
. Such is the cafual refemblance of Apollo, and 
the nine Mufes m a piece of agate j a dog ex- 
preffed in feathers, or a wood-cock in mohair. 
They ierve to give furprize. But a jufl fancy 
will no more efteem a pichire, fcecaufe it proves 
to be produced by fhells, than a writer would 
prefer a pen, becaufe a perfon made it with 
his toes. In all fuch cafes, difficulty mould* not 
be allowed to give a cafting weight; nor- a needle 
'• ■■ - be 
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be confidered as a palmer's inftrament, when lie 
h io much, better furnifhed with a pencil ** 

Perhaps no print, or even painting, is capa. 
ble of producing a figure anfwerabfe to the idea 
which poetry or hiftory has given us of great 
men : A Cicero, for inftance, an Homer, a Cato, 
or an Alexander. The fame, perhaps, is true 
of the grandeur of forae antient buildings — And 
the reafon is,, that the effe£te of a pencil are 
diftlnA and limited, whereas the defcriptions of* 
the pen leave the imagination room to expatiate; 
and Burke has made it extremely obvious, that 
indiftinftnefs of out-line Is one fou'ree of the 
AiblJme. 

What an abfqrdity Is it, In the framing even 
prints to fuffet a margin of white paper to ap- 
pear beyond the ground; deftroying half the 
relievo, the lights are intended to produce ? 
Frames ought to contrafte with paintings ; or to 
appear as diitind as poflible : For which reafon, 

• Cornelius Ketelborn at Gonda in 1 548 ; landed in England 
1573 ; fettkd ai Amsterdam 15S1 ; took it into his head to 
grow famous by painting with his fingers inftead of pencil I. 
—The whim took — His fuccefj encreafed— His fingers ap- 
pearing too eafy' toots, hV then undertook to paint with hi* 
feet. SeeH. Walpole's Book of Painters. 

2 frames 
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feames of wood inlaid, or otherwise variegated 
with colors, are lefs fuitable than 'gilt ones, 
which exhibiting an appearance of metal afford 
the oeft contrafte with color. 

The peculiar expreffion .in Tome portraits is 
owing to the greater or lefe mamfeftation.of the 
foul in fomc of the features. 

There is, perhaps, a fublirae, and a beauti- 
ful, in the very make of a face, exclufive of any 
particular ezpreffion of the foul ; or, at leaiL. 
not expreffive of any other than a tame dif- 
paffionate one. We fee often what the world . 
calls' regular features, and a good complexion, 
almoft totally unanimated by any difcovery of the. 
temper, or undcrftanding. . Whenever the- r&i , 
gularity of feature, beauty of complexion, the 
ftrong expreffion of fagacity and generofity, 
concur in one face, the features are irrefif- 
tible. 

But eren here it is to be obferved, that a fort 
©f fyrapathy has a prodigious biafs — Thus a 
penfire beaurr, with regular features and com- 
plexion, will ha« the preference with- a *pe«* 
Buorof the penfive caft; and fo.of the reft. 

; . . Thb 
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Ttft foul appears to me to dircover fierfelf 
moft ra the month and eyes ; with this difference, 
that the mou'th feenis the more expreffive of 
the temper, and the eye of the uiiderftanding. 

Is a portrait, fuppoGng it as like as can be to 
the perfon for whom it is drawn, a more or left 
beautiful objeft than the original race? I fhould 
think, a perfefl face mult he much more pleafing 
than any reprefeiitation of it; and a fett of ugly 
features, much more ugly, than the moft cxaft 
wfembhince that can be drawn, of them. Faint- 
ing can do much by means of {hades ; but not 
equal the force of real relievo; on Which ac- 
count it may be the advantage of bad features to 
hive theitf effect dhuinifhed ; but fiirely, never 
can be the lnteftft of good onei 

Soft he ss of manner feeffis to be in painting, 
what fmoothnefs of fyllables is in language; af- 
fccrlng the fenfe of fight or hearing, previous 
tin any correfpondent pafSon. 

The " theory of agreeable fenfotions" found* 
them upon the greateft activity or exercife an 
object occafiotis to the fenfes, without proceeding 
to fatigue. Violent contrafts are upon the foot- 
ing 
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ing of roughnefs or inequality. — Harmony or 
fimHitude, cm the other hand, are fomewhat co- 
genial to fmoothneis. — In other words, thefe two 
recommend themfdves j, (he one to qi;r Iqve of 
aftton j the other to our love of reft. A medU . 
ran, therefore, may be raoft agreeable to the, 
generality, 

An harmony in colors feems as rcquifito, as a,- 
Tariety of lines feems neceffary, tp the pleauire 
we expert from outward forms. The lines, in-, 
deed, ftwuld be well-varied ; but yet the oppofite 
fides of any thing lhould ft^ew a ballance, or an 
appearance 'of equal quantity, if we would ftrive 
K> pleafe.a, w^U-conftituted, tafte^, 

It. is evid.ea,t enough tome, tba,t perfons. often^, 
occur who may be iaid to have an ear to mufick, 
and an eye for proportions in viiible object 
who neverthdefs can hardly be laid to have a 
i«Ufli or ofte for either. I mean that a perfon. 
may diftinguifh npjes and tones to a nicety, and 
yet not give a difcerning choice to what is pre-, 
ferable in mufick. The fame, in objefls of 
fight. 

On the other, hand they cannot have a proper 
feeling gf beauty or harmony ; without a, power 

of 
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of difcriminating thofe notes and proportions, 
on which harmony and beauty fo fully depend. 

What is laid, in a treatife lately published, 
for beauties being more common than' deformity 
(and feemingly with excellent reafon) may be. 
alfo faid for virtue's being more common than 



<^uere, 'Whether beamy do not as much re- 
quire an oppofitkra of lines, as it does an har- 
mony of colors. 

The paffion for antiquity, as fuch, ftemsia- 
fomemeafure oppofite to the tafte for beauty or 
perfection. It is rather the foible of a lazy and 
pnfillanitnous difpolidon, looking back and rcftmg 
with pleafure on the fteps, by which we havear- 
rived thus far, than the bold and enterprifing 
ipirit of a genius, whofe ambition fires him only 
to reach the goal. Such as is defcribed (on ano- 
ther occafion) in the zealous and active cha- 
rioteer of Horace. 

* — — — huac atque,hunc fuperare laboret 

" Inftat equis auriga fuos vincentibus ; ilium : 

* Prieterirum temnens extreme* inter euntefli." 

Again 
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Again, the . . . 

" Nil aSum reputara, fi qnid reftaret agendum** 

j» Ac leaft apfrfrrable, of »ny: efcars&er, to a 
nacre -»niqnamnf who, utftead «£ endeavowag 

«itb difcotering the very name of a firft iuvqp- 
. tor; or with tracing back anarttbatia flourifli- 
ing, to die iwydSrft iotusn «# itV original de- 
formity. 

I have heard it daimed by adepts Id mufick, 
.tha;-akc pleasure it imparts to, a natural «ar, 
which .awes iittlft or no thing to cultivation, is fey 
BO »eans to be compared, ta what thtfjf fbel 
theiufelses foopt-thf. moft. perfe# campsite*— 
The ftaie of.the queftion may bpbfift explained 
by a recourfe to objefts that ace analogous — fa 
a country-fellow 4e& ilrudk wjjh beauty than a 
philofopher or an aaatomift who knows how that 
»'■ heauty is produced ? Surely no. .Qn the other 
hand, an attention' to the caufe may fomewhat ' 
interfere with the attention to the effect — They 
may, indeed, feel a. pleafure of another fart— -The 
faculty of reafcn may obtain fome kind of bal- 
hnce, for what the more fealtble faculty of the 
imagination lofes. ' 

4 I AM 
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* I am much inclined to fcippofe our ideas ojF 
beauty depend greatly upon- habit, — What I 
mean is, upon the familiarity with obj efts which 
we happen to hate feen mice we came' into the 
world.— Our tafte for uniformity, from what we 
faaTe obferved in the mdhidaal parts of nature, 
a man, a tree, a bead, a bird, or infed, &c. oar 
tafte for regularity from what is within our 
power to obferve in the fereral perfections of 
the whole fyltem. 

■A landslip, for inftauce, is always irregular} 

' and to ufe regularity in painting, or gardening, 

would make our work unnatural and difagreeable. 

Thus we allow beauty to the different, and al- 

moft oppofite proportions, of all animals. 

There is, I think, a beauty in fome forms, in- 
dependent of any ufe to which they can be ap- 
plied. I know not whether this may not be re- 
folved into finoothnefs of furface ; with variety 
to a certain degree, that is comprehenfible with- 
. out much difficulty. 

As to the dignity of colors, Quere, "Whether 
" thofe that affect the eye moft forcibly, for in- 
ftance, fcarlet, may not claim the firft place j al- 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



ji8 ESSAYS 6K MEN, 
lowing their beauty to cloy foonefi; and' other" 
colors, the next, according to their impulfe ;, al- 
lowing them to produce a more durable pleasure. 

It may be convenient to divide beauty into 
the abfolute, and therelative. Abfolute is that 
above-mentioned. Relative is that by which an 
Object, or part of an objeft, pleafes, through the 
relation it bean to fome other. 

Ol'k tafte of beauty is, perhaps, compounded 
of all the ideas that' have entered the imagina- 
tion from our birth. This feems to occafion the 
different opinion that prevails concerning it. 
For inftance, a foreign eye efteems thofe features 
and dreffes haridfome, which we think deformed. 

Is k not then likely that thofe who have feen 
mod objefls, throughout Ehe univ«rfe, " ceteris 
* paribus," will be the moil impartial judges : 
Becaufe, they will judge traeft of the general 
proportion which was intended by the Creator; 
and is bell. 

The beauty of moft objefls is partly of the 
. abfolute, and partly of the relative kind. A 
.Corinthian pillar has fome beaut}- dependent on 
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it's variety and fmoothnefe ; which I would call 
abfolute i it has alfo a r dative beauty, dependent 
on it's tapernefs and foliage ; which authors fay 
was firil copied from the leaves of plants, and 
the fhapc of a tree. 

Uniformity fhonld, perhaps, be added ad 
another fource of abfolute beauty (when it ap- 
pears in one tingle object) I do not know any other 
reafon, but that it renders the whole more eafily 
comprehended. It feems that nature herfelf con- 
fiders it as beauty, as the external pans of the 
human frame are made uniform to pleafe the 
fight j which is rarely the cafe of the internal, 
that are not feen. 

Hutchinson determines abfolute beauty to 
depend on this, and on variety ; and fays it is 
in a compound ratio of both. Thus an oftagon 
excels a fquare ; and a fquare, a figure of un- 
equal fides : But carry variety to an extreme, and 
it lofes it's efleft, For inftance, multiply the 
number of angles till the mind lofes the unifor- 
mity of parts, and the figure is lefs pleafing : Or, 
as it approaches nearer to a round* it may be 
faid to be robbed of it's variety. 

Vol. n. Y But 
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But araidft all tbefe eulogiums of variety it 
Is proper to obferve that novelty fometimes re-* 
quires a little abatement. I mean, that fome de- 
gree of familiarity introduces a difcovery of "rela- 
tive beauty, more than adequate to the bloom 
of novelty. — This is, now and then, obvious in 
the features of a face, the air of fome tunes, 
and the flavor of fome difhes. In (hort, it re- 
quires fome familiarity to become acquainted 
with the relation that parts bear unto the whole; 
or one object to another. * 

Variety, in the fame object, There, the beau- 
ty does not depend on imitation (which is the 
cafe in foliage, buftos, bafib-relievos, painting) 
requires uniformity. For inlbance, an octagon is 
much more beautiful than a figure of unequal 
fides ; which is at once various and difagreeablc. 
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A 
D E S C R I P T | K ' 

or' 

The l e a s o wis*. 

TH £ Lcafowcs is fituate in the pariih of 
Hales Owen, a fmall market town, in 
the county of Salop ; but futrouaded 
by other counties, and thirty miles from 
Shrewsbury, as it is near ten to the border* 
of Shropthire. ' Though a paternal eftate, it 
was never diftinguiflied for any peculiar beauties 
till the time of it's late owner. It was referred 

* The following defcriprion was intended to give a friend 
fame idea of the Leafiwes — which having been (b jyflJy ad- 
mired by perforin of the beft tafte, and celebrated by die Mufe 
of fuch an original genius as Mr. Shenllone ; it ii hoped the 
public will not bedifpleaicd with this flight attempt to perpe- 
tuate thofe beauties which time, or the different tafte of Jiime 
Stiiete pofleflpr, may deftroy. 

Y.3 * foe. • 
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for a perfon of his ingenuity both to difcore? 
stud improve them; which he has done fo effec- 
tiiSlly, that it is now confidcred as amqiigft 
lie principal of thofe delightful fcenes, which 
perfons of tafte, in the prefent age, are deurous 
to fee. Far from violating it's natural beauties, 
Mr. Shenftone's only ftudy was to give them 
their full effeft. And although the form in 
which things now appear, be indeed the confe- 
quence of much thought and labor, yet the hand 
of art is no way vifible either in the fhape of 
ground, the difpofition of trees, or (which are 
here fo numerous and Anting) the romantic fall 
of his cafcades. 

But I will now proceed to a more particular 
defcription. About half a mile fhort of Hales 
Owen, in your way from Birmingham to Bewd- 
Iey, you quit the great road (at N e i.) and turn 
into a green lane on the left hand, where, de- 
scending in a winding manner to the bottom of a 
deep valley finely fhaded, the firil objeft that 
occurs is a kind of ruinated wall, and a fmall gate, 
Within an arch, inferibed The Priory Gate (N-2^. 
Here, it feems, the company fliould properly begin 
the/r walk ; but generally chufa to go- up with 
their horfes or equipage to the houfe (N° 2) ; from 
whence returning they, defcend back into the 
3 valley. 
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valley. Paffing through a final! gate (N° 3) at the 
Bottom of the fine fwelling lawn that furrounds 
the houfe, you enter upon a winding path, "with, 
a piece of water on your right. The path and 
water, over-ihadowed with trees that grow 
upon the dopes of this narrow dingle, render the 
fcene at once cool, gloomy, folemn, and fequef- 
tered ; and forms fo (hiking a contrafte to the 
lively fcene you have jull left, thatyoii feem 
att on a fudden landed in a fubterraneous kind of 
region. Winding forward down the valley, you 
pafs befide a fmall (N* 4) root-houfe, where on a, 
tablet are thefe lines. 

Here in cool grot, and moffy cell. 
We rural fays and faeries dwell; 
Tho* rarely feen by mortal eye, 
When the pale moon, afcending high, 
Darts thro' yon limes her quivering beams,, 
We frifk it near thefe cryftal ftreanu. 

Her beams reflected from the ware, 
Afford the light out revels crave ; 
The turf, with daifies broider'd o'er. 
Exceeds, we wot, the Parian floor ; 
Nor yet for artful {trains we call, 
But liflen to the water's fall. 

Y 4 Would 
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Would you then tafte out tranquil fcene, 

fie fore your bofoms be ferene ; 

Devoid of hate, devoid of ftrife, 

Devoid of all that poifons life : 
. And much it "rails you in their place, 
. To graft the love of human race. 

And tread, with awe theje favour'd bowers, 
Nor wound the ihrubs, nor bruife the flowers ; 
So may your path with fweets abound {. 
... So roay.ypur. couch with reft be croWd! 
But harm betide the wayward Twain, 
Who dares our hallowM haunts profane ! 

These fentiraeais correfpond as well as poffible 
with the ideas we form of the abode of fairies ; 
and appearing deep in this romantic Tally, fervo 
to keep alive fuch eathjujaiUc images while ibis 
fort of fcene. continue*. 

You now pafi through The Priory (N° 5) Gate 
before-mentioned, and are admitted into a part 
of the valley fomewhat different from the former ; 
tall trees, high irregular ground, and rugged 
fears. The right prefents you with, perhaps, 
the moft natural, if not the moft Uniting of the 
many caicades here found : The left, with a 
Hoping 
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% grove of oaks ; and the center, with a 
pretty circular landftip appearing through the 
trees, of which Hales Owen, fteepje, and ofher 
objecls at a djilance, form an interefting part. 
The (N° iS) feat beneath the raipated waJi has 
thefe lines of Virgil infcribed, fujtiag we.lL .with: 
the general tenor of Ifo §henftoae.Y late foli- 
ation. 

■■ - ■ i Lucis habitanms oparis - 
Riparnmque toros, et prata recentia mis 
Ineolimus. 

Ypu now proceed a few paces down the valley, 
to another bench, where you have this cafcade 
in front, which, together with the internal arch 
and other appendages, make a pretty irregular 
pl&ure. I mud obferve oncafor all, that a num- 
ber of thefe extempore benches (two ftnfnps 
with a tranfycrfe board) feem chiefly intended 
as hints to fpeftaiors, left in paflJng curforily 
thro' the farm they might fuffer any of that im- 
menfe variety the place furnifhcs, to efcape their 
notice. The ftream attendingus, with it's agreeable 
murmurs, as we defcend along this pleafing valley, 
we come next to a (N° 7) fmall feat, where we 
have a doping grove upon the right, and on the left 
a ftriking vifta to the fteeple of Hales Owen, 
■which is here feen in a new light. We now de- 
fcend 
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feend farther down this fhady and fcqm-Jtered val - 
if, accompanied on the right by the fame brawl- 
ing rivulet running over pebble*, till it empties 
k's felf into a fine .piece of (N° 8) water at 
the bottom. The path here winding to the? 
left, conforms to the water before-mentioned; 
running round the foot of a fmall hill, and ac- 
companying this femi-circular lake into another 
winding valley, fotnewbat more-open, and not left 
pleafing than the former. However, before we 
enter this, U will be proper to mention- a feat 
about the center of this water fcene, where the 
ends of it are loft in the two v allies" on each' fide; 
and in front it is invifibly connected with another' " 
piece of water, of about twenty acres, open to 
Mr. Shenftone, but not his property. This Iaft 
was a performance of the monks, and part of at-- 
prodigious chain of filh-ponds that belonged itf 
Hales Abbey. The back ground of this fcene 
is very beautiful, and exhibits a picture of vil- 
lages and varied ground, finely held up to the 
eye. 

I speak of all this as already finifhed; bat, 
through fome misfortune in the mound that 
pounds up the water, it is not compleated. 

We 
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We now leave the (N° o) Pnojy upon the left, 
which is not meant for an objefl here, a»d wind 
along into the other valley. And here I cannoc 
but take notice of the judgment which formed 
this piece of water ; for although it be not very 
large, yet, as it is formed by the concurrence of 
three rallies, in which two of the ends are hid, 
and in the third it feems to join with the large 
extent of water below, it is, to all appearance 
unbounded. I mull confefs I never faw a more 
natural bed for water, or any kind of lake that 
pleafed me better. But it may be right to 
mention, that this water, in it's full extent, has 
a yet more Important effeft from Mr. Sheoftohe's 
houie, where it is feen to a great advantage. We 
now, by a pleafing ferpentmc walk, enter a nar- 
row glade in the valley, the fiopes on each fide finely 
covered with oaks and beeches, on the left of 
which is a (N° 1 o) common bench, which affords * 
retiring place fecluded from every eye, and a 
more refpite, during which the eye repofes on a 
fine amphitheatre of wood and thicket. 

We now proceed to a (N* 1 1) feat beneath a 
prodigioufly fine canopy of fpreading oak, on the 
back of which is this infeription, 

Hue 
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r Hue ades, O Melibcee ! caper tibi falms et 
hoedi; 
Et 11 quid ceffare potes, requiefce fub umbra. 

IV picture before k is that of a beauofni hone 
fcen*; a final! lawn of well-Tsricd ground en- 
•oragaffed with hills aod wellrgrown oaks, and 
ewbelliflicd with a caft of the {aping Fannin* 
amid trees and ftituba on a ;flope upon tka left ; 
and on the right, and nearer the eye, with aa 
urn thus iolcribed, 

INGENIO ET AMICITIJE 
GUI4ELMI SOMESVJ.L1.E. 

And on the opposite fide, 

G S JOBVIT, 

Debits fpargens lacrima faviUani 

Vatis amid 

The fcene is enclofed on all fides by trees, in the 
middle only there is an opening, where the lawn is 
continued and winds out of fight. 



Here entering a (N° i i)gate, you are led, thro* 

a thicket of many forts of willows, into a large 

root-houfe, inferibed to the Right Honorable 

the EarLof Stamford, It feems, that worthy 

4 peer 



d V Google 



THE tEASOWES. 34 t 

peer was prcfent at the firft opening of the 
cafcade (N e 1 3), which is the principal object 
from the root-houfe, where the eye js prefeme4 
with a fairy vifion, confiding of an irregular 
and romantic fall of water, very unufual,. one! 
hundred and fifty yards in continuity, and a 
very linking fcene it afibrds. Other cafcades 
may pofiibly have the advantage of a greater 
defcent, and a larger torrent, but a more wild 
and romantic appearance of water, and at- the 
fame time ftriftly natural, is what I never faw in 
any place, whatever. This fcene, though com- 
paratively final!, is yet aggrandized with fo 
much art, that we forget the quantity of -water 
which flows through this clofe and overfhaded 
vally ; and are fo much tranfported with the in- 
tricacy of fcene, and the concealed height from 
whence it flows* that we, withoqt reflection, add 
the idea of magnificence to that of beauty. In ■ 
fhort, it is not but upon reflection that we find, 
the ftream is not a Niagara, but rather a watcrfal 
in miniature ; and that the feme- artifice, upon 
a larger fcale, were there large trees, inftead of 
finall ones, and a river inftead of a rill, it would ' 
be capable of forming a fcene that would 
exceed the utmoft of our ideas. But l will not 
dwell longer upon this inimitable fcene ; thofe 
w^io would admire it properly mull vjew it, as 
■furdy 

• 
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furcly as jhofe that view it mull admire it beyond^ 
stlmoil any thing they ever faw. 

Proceeding on the right hand path, the next 
feat affords a fcene of what Mr. Shenftone ufed to 
call his foreft ground, cqnfiiting of wild green 
flopes ■ peeping through dingle, or irregular 
groups of trees, a confufed mixture of, favage 
and cultivated ground, held up to the eye, and 
forming a laud/kip ftt for the pencil of Salvator 
Rqfa. 

Winding on befide this lawn, which is over-, 
arched with fpreading trees, the eye catches at 
intervals, over an 'intermediate hill, the fpire of 
Hales church, forming here a perfect Obeliik — 
ihe urn to Mr. Somerville, && And now parting 
through a kind of thicket we arrive at a (N° 1 3) 
natural bower of almoft circular oaks inferibed; 
in the manner following, 

To Mr. DoDSiiET, 
Come then, my friend, thy fylvan tafte difplay. 
Come hear thy Faunus tune his ruftic lay j 
Ah, rather come, and in thefe dells difown 
The care of other ft rains, and tune thine owiv 

Oh 



.>,=,i,z Ct i 3 vGoogIf 



vTHE IfA^O.WEa ' 34.3 

On the bask above it, amid the fore-mentioned 
ihrubs, is a ftatue of the piping (N° 14) fawn, 
which not only embeUiib.es this fcene, but is 
alio feen from the court before the houfe, and 
from other places. It is furrounded by venerable 
oaks, and very happily fituated. From this 
bower alio you look down upon the fore-men- 
tioned irregular ground (hut up with trees on all 
fides, .except fome few openings to the more 
pleafing parts of this grotefque and hilly coun-' 
try. The next little (N° 1 5) bench affords the firft, 
but, not moil ftriking, view of the Priory. It is 
indeed a iinall building ; but feen as it is be- 
neath trees, and it's extremity alfo hid by the 
fame, it has in fome fort the dignity and fblemn 
appearance of a larger edifice. 

Passing through a gate, we enter a fmall 
open grove, where the firft feat we find affords 
a piclurefque view, through trees, of a clump 
of oaks at a diftauce, over-fhadowing a little 
cottage upon a green hill. We thence imme- 
diately enter a perfeft dome or circular tem- 
ple of magnificent beeches, in the center of 
which it was intended to place an antique altar, or 
a ftatue of Pan. The path, ferpentizing thrqugh 
this 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



344 A DESCRIPTION dF 

this open grove, leads us by an cafy afcent to a 
(N* iS) finall bench with this motto, 

Me gelidum nemus 
Nympharumque leves cum fatyris chori 
Secernant populo. , Hox. 

which alludes to the retired fimation of the 
grove. There is a!fo feen, through an opening 
to the left, a pleating land/kip of a diltant hill, 
with a whited farm-honfe upon the fummit ; and 
to the right a beautiful round flope, crowned 
with a clump of large firs, with a pyramidal feat 
on it's center ; to which, after no long walk, the 
path conduits us. 

But we firftconre to another view of the Priory, 
more advantageous, and at a better diftance, to 
which the eye is led down a green flope, through 
a fcenery of tall oaks, in a moft agreeable man- 
ner; the grove we have juft paft on one fide, 
■and a^ hill of trees and thicket on the other $ 
conducting the eye to a narrow opening through 
which it appears. 

We now afcend to a (N" 17) a finall bench 

where the circumjacent country begins to open ; 

in particular a glafs-houfe appears between two 

large 
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large clumps of trees, at about the diftance of 
four miles : The glafs-houfes in this country not 
ill refeaibling a diftant pyramid. Afceriding to 
the next feat, which is in the gothic form, the ■ 
fcene grows more and more extended; Woods 
and lawns, hills and vallies, thicket and plain, 
agreeably intermingled. On the back of this 
feat is the following beautiful infcription, which 
the author told me that he chofe to fix here, to 
fupply what he thought fome want of life in this 
part of the farm, and to keep- up the fpe&ator's 
attention till he came to fcale the hill beyond. 



Vol. IL 3 I N- 
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INSCRIPTION. 

QHefkerd, would'fi thou here obtain 
*"* Pleafore unalloy'd with pain ? 
Joy that fuits the rural fphere ? 
Gentle Ihcpherd, lead an ear. 

Learn to rclifii calm delight, . 
Verdant vales and fountains bright j 
Trees that nod on Hoping hills, 
Cares that echo tinckling rills. 
If thou can'it no charm difclofe 
In the fimpleft bed that blows j 
Go, forfakc thy plain and fold, 
join the crowd, and toU for gold. 

Tranquil pleafnres never cloy; 
fianifh each tumultuous joy : 
All but lore— for lore mfpircs 
Fonder wiflies, warmer fires. 

Lore and all it's joys be thine — 
Yet ere thou the reins refign, 
Hear what reafon feems to fay, 
Hear attentive, and obey. 

■ Crimfon leaves the rofe adorn, 
" But beneath 'em lurks a thorn ; 
" Fair and flow'ry is the brake, 
+ Yet it bides tb* vengeful make. 



' Think 
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fe Think not flie, whofe empty pride 

* Dares the fleecy garb deride, 

" Think not fhe who, light and vain, 
" Scorns the iheep,can love the fwain. 

* Artlefs deed and fimple drefs, - " ' 
" Mark the' chofen Ihepherdefs ; 

" Thoughts by decency controul'd, 
fc Well conceiy'd, and freely told. 

* Senfe that {huns each confcioos air, 
" Wit that falls ere well aware i 

■ Generous pity prone to figh 
" If her kid or lamkin die. 

" Let not lucre, let not pride 

* Draw thee from fuch charms afide ; 

" Have not thofe their proper fphere ? ' 

■ Gentler paffions triumph here. 

" See, to fweeten thy repofe, 
" The bloffom buds, the fountain flows; 
" Lo ! to crown thy healthful board, 
M All that milk and fruits afford. 

" Seek no more— the reft is vain j 

" Pleafure ending foon in pain : 

w Anguilh lightly gilded o'er : 

* Clofe thy wUh, and feek no more." 

Z 2 - ' . And 
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And now palling through a wicket, the path 
winds up the back part of a circular green hill, 
difcovering little of the country till you enter a 
a clump of (lately firs upon the fummit. Over- 
arched by thefe firs is an oftagonal (N* 18) 
feat, the back of which is fo contrived as to form 
a table of pedcftat for a bowl or goblet thus 
inscribed — 

" To all friends ronad the Wrekin !" 

This facetious infcription, being an old Shrop- 
fbire health, is a commemoration of his country 
friends, from which this part of Shropfhire is di- 
vided. Add to this, that the Wrekin, that large 
and venerable hill, appears full in front at the 
diltance of about thirty miles. 

The fcene is a very fine one, divided by the 
firs into feverat oomparriments, each anfwering 
to the octagonal feat in the center, to each of 
which is allotted a competent number of ftriking 
objects to make a complete picture. A long fer- 
pentine ftream wafhes the foot of this hill, and is 
loft behind trees at one end, and a bridge thrown 
over at the other. Over this the eye is carried 
from very romantic home fcencs to very beauti- 
ful 
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fnl ones at 3 dillance. It is itnpoffible to give an 
idea of that immenfe variety, that fine configu- 
ration of parts, which engage our attention from, 
this place. In one of the compartiments you 
have a fimple fcene of a cottage, and a road 
winding behind a farm-houfe half covered, with 
trees upon the top of fome wild Doping ground; 
and in another a view of the town, appearing 
from hence as upon the Shelving banks of a large 
piece of water in the flat, Suffice it to fay, 
that the hill and vale, plain and woodland, vil- 
lages and fingle houfes, blue diftant mountains 
that ildrt the horizon, and green hills romanti- 
cally jumbled that form the intermediate ground, 
make this fpot more than commonly (hiking— 
nor is there to be feen an acre of level ground 
through the large extent to which the eye is 
carried, 

Hence the path winds on betwixt two final! 
benches, each of which exhibits a pleating land- 
Ikip, which cannot efcape the eye of a con- 
nohTeur. 

Here we wind through a (N° 19) fmall 

thicket, and foon enter a cavity in the hill, filled 

with trees, in the center of which is a feat, from 

whence Is difcovered, gleaming acrofa the trees, 

Z 3 acon- 
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a considerable length of the Terpentine ftreara 
before-mentioned, running under a flight ruftic 
bridge to the right Hence we afcend in a kind 
of Gothic (N»2o) alcove, looking down a flope* 
fided with large oaks and tall beeches,, which 
together over-arch the fcene. On the back of \his, 
building is found tb,e following 
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INSCRIPTION. 

OYou that bathe in courttye blyffe* 
Or toylc in fortune's giddy fpheare; 
Do not too ralhlye deeme amyffe 
Of hint, that bydcs contented here. 

Nor yet difdeigne the nrffet ftoale. 

Which o'er each carleffe lymbe he flyngs : • 
. Nor yet deryde the beechen bowle, 

In whyche he quaffs the lympid fprings. 

Forgive him, if at eve or dawne, 
Devoide of worldlye cark he ftrayj 

Or all befide fome flowerye lawne, 
He wafte his moffenfivc daye. 

So may he pardonne fraud and ftrife, 
If fuch in courtlye haunt he fee : 

For faults there beene in bufye life, 
From whiche thefe peaceful glennes are free. 

Z 4 Below 
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Below this alcove is a large floping lawnfinely ■ 
bounded, crofled by the terpentine water before- 
mentioned, and interfperfed .with fingle, or 
clamps of oaks at agreeable diflances. Further 
on, the feene is finely Taried ; the hills riling and 
falling towards the oppefite concavities, by the 
fide of a long winding vale, with the moll grace- 
ful confufion. Among other fcenes that form 
this landikip, a fine hanging wood, backed and 
contracted with a wild heath, interfered with 
crofs roads, is a very confiderable object Near 
adjoining to this, is a feat from whence the water 
is feen to advantage in many different ftages of 
it's progrefs ; Or where (as a poetical friend once 
obferved) the proprietor has taken the Naiad by 
the hand, and led her an irregular dance into 
the valley. 

Proceeding hence through a (N° 2 1) wicket, 
We enter upon another lawn, beyond which is a 
new theatre of: wild fliaggy precipices, hanging 
coppice ground, and finooth round hills between, 
being not only different, but even of an, oppofite 
character to the ground from which we paffed. 
Walking along the head of this lawn, we come, 
to a (N« aa) feat under a fpreading beech, with 
"this 

I N S C R I P- 
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Hoc erat in votls: modus agri pon ita magnus, 
Hortus ubi, et tefto vicinus jugis aquae fons, 
Et panlum fylva* fuper his foret. Afc&ius atque 
Dii melius fecere — — 

In the center of the hanging lawn before yon, 
is difcovercd the hpufe, half hid with trees and 
bufhes. A little hanging wood, and a piece of 
winding water, iffues through a noble clump of 
large oaks and fpreading beeches. At the di- 
(tance of about ten or twelve miles Lord Stam- 
ford's grounds appear, and beyond thefe the 
Clee Hilts in Shropshire. The foene here con- 
fifts of admirably varied ground, and is, I think, a 
very fine one. Hence puffing flill a -long the- top 
of the lawn, we crofs another gate, and behind 
the fence begin to defcend into the valley. 
About half way down is a (N s 23) final! bench, 
which throws the eye upon a near f bene of hang- 
ing woods and lhaggy wild declivities, inter- 
mix: with fmooth green Hopes and fcenes of cul- 
tivation. 

We now return again into the great lawn at 

bottom, and foon come to a (N° 24) feat, which 

" 2 gives 
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gives a nearer view of the water beforc-menr 
tkmed, between the trunks of high over-flia-. 
dowing oaks and beeches ; beyond which the 
winding line of trees is continued down the vaK 
ley to the right. To the left at a diftance 
the top of Clem Hill appears, and the houfc 
upon a fwell, araidft trees and bufhes, In the 
center, the eye is carried by a fideling view down 
a length of lawn, till it refts upon the town and 
fpire of Hales, with fome pifturefque and beau-» 
liful ground ruing behind it, 

Somewhat out of the path, and in the 
center of a noble clump of (lately beeches is 
a (N° ^5) feat inferibed to Mr. Spence in thefe 
words. 

IOSEPHO SPENCE, 

IXIMIO NOSTRO CRITONI j 

CVI DICARI VELLET 

MVSAKVM OMNIVM ET GRATAEVM CHORVS, 

BICAT AMICITIA. 

MDCCLVI1I, 

We now through a fmall gate enter what is 

called the Lover's (N° 26) Walk, and proceed 

immediately to a feat where the water is feen 

yery adyantageoufly at full length; which, 

4 though 
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though not large, is fo agreeably fhaped, and/ 
has it's bounds fo well concealed, that the be- 
holder may receive lefs pleafure from many lakes, 
pf greater extent. The margin on one fide is 
fringed with alders, the other is over-hung with 
moll ftately oaks and beeches, and the middle 
beyond the water prefents the Hales Owen 
fcene, with a group of houfes on the Hope be-; 
hind, and the horifon well fringed with the wood, 
Now winding a few paces round the margin of 
the water, we come to another fmall bench, 
which prefents the former fcene fomewhat vz- 
ried, with the addition of a whited village among 
trees upon a hill : Proceeding on, we enter the 
pleating gloom. of this agreeable walk, and 
come to a (N* 27) bench beneath a fpreading 
beech that over-hangs both walk and water, 
which has been called the Affignation fea£ and, 
has this inferiptiqn on the back of it 

\ 

' Nerine Galatea ! thymq mihi dulcior Hyblar, 
Candidiar cygnis, hedera formofior alba ! 
Cum primnm pafti repetent praefepia tauri, 
Si qua tui Corydonis habet te cura, venito. 

" Here the path begins gradually to afcend beneath 

a depth of made, by the fide of which is a fmal( 

bubbling rill, either forming little pcninfula's, 

rolling 
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rolling over pebbles, or falling down, imafl cat. 
cades, all under cover, and taught to murmur 
very agreeably. This, very foft and penfive 
fcenc, very properly Ailed the Lover's Walk, is. 
terminated with an ornamented (N 2 8) urn,infcribed 
toMifs Dfl3man,a beautiful and amiable relation 
of Mr. Shenftone's, who died of the finall-pox, 
about twenty-one years of age, in the following 
words on one fide : 

riKAMABILt SVAE CONSOBRINAE 

M. D, 
On . the other fide. 

AH MARIA 

pvellarvm elbgantisiima, 

ah elqke venvstatm ab1lepta, 

vale! 

mev qvanto mjnvs est 

CVM JtSLIQyiS VEBaA&i, ■ ■• 
Q.VAM TVI 

mkminisse! 

The a/cent from hence winds fomewhat more 
fteeply to another (N° 29) feat, where the eye 
is thrown overa rough fcene of broken and furzy 
ground ; upon a piece of water in the flat, whofe 

extremities are hid behind trees and {hrubs,amongfl 
which the houfe appears, and makes npon the whole 
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«b unpleafing pKJjure. The path ftill winds un- 
der cover up the hill, the fteep declivity of 
which is fomewhat eafed by the Terpentine fweep 
of it, tiil we come to a finall bench with this 
line from Pope's Eloifa; 

" Divine oblivion of low-thoughted care !" 

The opening before it prefents a folitary fcene 
of trees, thickets, and precipice, and terminates 
upon a green bill, with a clump of firs on the 
top of it. 

We now find the great ufc as well as beauty 
of the Terpentine path in climbing up this wood. 
The firft feat of which, alluding to the rural 
fcene before it, has the following tines from 
VirgiL 

— — — Hie !atis otia fnndis 
Spehinca^ vivique lacus, hie frigida Tetnpe, 
Mngitusque bourn, mollesque fub arbore fomni. 

Here the eye looking down a flope beneath the 
fpreading arms of oak and beech trees, paffes 
firft over fomc rough furzy ground, then over 
water to the large fwelling lawn, in the center 
of which the houfe is difcovered among trees 
and thickets. This forms the fore ground. Be- 
yond 
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yood this appears a (well of # wafte furzy land, 
diverfified with a cottage, and a road that winds 
behind a farm-houfe, and a fine clamp of trees. 
The back fcene of ail is a femicircuhr range of 
hHIs diverfified with wood, fcenes of cultivation, 
and enclofures, to about four or fire miles 
diftance. 

Still winding op into the wood, we come to 
a flight' feat opening through the trees to a 
bridge of five piers, croflmg a large piece of 
water at about half a mile's diftance; The next 
feat looks down from a confiderable height, along 
the fide of a fteep precipice, upon fome irregular 
and pleafing ground. And now we turn upon a 
fudden into a long {trait lined walk in the wood, 
arched over with tall trees, and terminating with 
a fmall ruftic building. Though the Walk, as I 
faid, be (trait-lined, yet the bafe rifes and falls 
fo agreeably, as leaves no room to cenfure it's 
formality. About the middle of this avenue, 
which runs the whole length of this hanging 
Wood, we arrive unexpectedly at a lofty (N° 30) 
gothic feat, whence we look down a flope, more 
confiderable than that before-mentioned, through 
the wood on each fide. This view is indeed a 
fine, one ; The eye firft travelling down over 
well-variegated ground into the valley, where is 
a large 
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a large piece of water, whofe Hoping banks give 
all ihe appearance of a noble river. The ground 
from hence rifes gradually to the top of Clear. 
Hill, at three or four miles diftance, and the 
landfltip is enriched with a view of Hales Owen, 
the late Lord Dudley's houfe, and a large wood 
of Lord Lyttekon's. It is irapoffible to give aa 
adequate description of this view,the beamy of it 
depending npon the great Variety of objecls, and 
beautiful (hape of ground ; and all at fuch a 
diftance as to admit of being feen diilin&ly. 

Hence we proceed to the (N° 31) ruftie 
building before-mentioned, a flight and unexpen- ■ 
five edifice, formed of rough unhewn ftone, com- 
monly called here the Temple of Pan ; having a 
trophy of the Tibia and Syrinx, and this infcrip- 
tion over the entrance, 

Pan primus calamos cera conjungere plures 
Edocuit ; Pan curat ores, oviumque magiftros. 

Hence mounting once more to the right through 
this dark umbrageous walk, we enter at once 
upon a lightfome high natural terrace, whence 
the eye is thrown over all the fcenes we have 
feen before, together with many fine additional 
ones, and all beheld from a declivity that ap- 
proaches 
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proachfis as near a precipice as is agreeable. 
In the middle is a (N° 33) feat with this id- 

fcription: 

BIVINI GLORIA JLVKIS ! 

To give a better idea of this, by far the moft 

magnificent fcene here, it were, perhaps, beft to 
divide it into two diftinft parts — the noble con- 
cave in the front, and the rich valley towards 
' the right — In regard to the former ; if a boon 
companion could enlarge his idea of a punch- 
bowl, ornamented within with all the romantic 
fcenery the Chinefe ever yet devifed, it would* 
perhaps, afford him the highell idea' he could ! 

poffibly conceive of earthly happiness. He would 
certainly wiih to fwim in it* Suffice it to fay, 
that the horifon, or brim, is as finely varied as 
the cavity. It would be idle here to mention the 
Clee Hills, the Wrekin, the Wclflj Mountains, 
or Caer Caradoe, at a prodigious diftanee; which 
though they finiih the fcene agreeably, mould 
not be mentioned at the Leafbwes, the beauty 
of which turns chiefly upon diftinguiihable fcenes. 
The valley upon the right Is equally enrished, 
and the oppofite fide thereof well fringed with 
woods ; and the high hills on one fide this long 
winding vale rolling agreeably into the hollows 
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on the other. But thefe are a kind of objects, 
Which, though really noble in the furvey, will 
not {bike a reader in defcription, as they would 
ft fpeftator upon the fpdc 

Hence returning back into the wood, and 
crofting Pan'3 temple, we go directly down the 
flope, into another part of Mr.Shen^tone's grounds, 
the path leadirig down through very pleating 
home fcenes of well-fliaped ground, exhibiting a 
moft perfect concave and. convex, till we come at 
a feat Under a noble beech, prefenting a rich 
variety of fore-ground; and at, perhaps, half a 
mile's diflante, the gothic alcove on a hill well 
covered with wood, a pretty cottage under trees 
in the more , diftant part of the concave, and a 
farm-houfe upon the right, all pifturefgue ob- 
jects. 

Th e (N* 3 3) next and the fubfequent feat afford 
pretty much the feme fcenes a little enlarged;, 
with the addition • of that remarkable clomp of 
trees, called Frankly Beeches, adjoining to the 
okt family feat of the Lyttelton's, and from 
whence the pcefenc Lord Lyneltdn derives bis. 
title. 

Vol. H. A a Wx 
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We come now (6 an handfome (t$° 34) gothic 
icreen, backed with a clump of firs, which throws 
the eye in front full upon a cafcade 10 the valley, 
ifluing from beneath a dark fliadc of poplars. 
The honfe appears in the center of a large 
ftvelling lawn, burned with trees and thicket. 
The pleading variety of eafy fwells and hollows; 
bounded by fcenes lefs ftnooth and cultivated, af- 
fords the moft delightful picture of domeftic re^' 
tirement and tranquillity. 

We now defcend trf a (JN* 35) fea't ehclofe^ 
with handfome pales, and' backed with Sxi, in- 
fcribed to Lord Lyttelton. It prefents a beauti- 
ful view up a valley contracted gradually, and 
ending in a group of moll magnificent oaks and 
beeches. The right hand fide is enlivened with 
two ftriking cafcadcs, and a winding ftream feen 
at intervals between tufts of trees and woodland. 
To the left appears the hanging wood already 
mentioned, with the gothic fcreen on the flope 
in the center. 

Wind 1 ng &11 downwards, we come to a (N* 3 6) 

fmall feat, where one of the offices of the hoafe, 
and a view of a cottage on very high ground, is 
4toovcr the tops of die trees of the grove in the - 

adjacent 
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adjacent Valley, giVitigaii agreeable inftance of tHS 
abrupt inequality of ground in this romantic well- 
variegated country, the next (N» 37)featfliews 
another face of the fame valley, the water 
gliding calmly along betwixt two feern'mg groves 
without any cafcade, as a contrail to the former 
one where it was broken by cafcades. The fcene 
iery fignificantiy alluded to by the motto: 

" Rura mini, et rigui placeant in vallibiis anuies, 
" Flumina amem, filvasque inglorius!" 

We defcend now to a beautiful gloomy fcene, 
called Virgil's Grove, where on the entrance wd 
pafs by a fmall obeli/k on the right hand with 
this infeription : 

rt VIS.GILIO MARONI 
LAPIS ISTE CVMLVCO SACER ESTO; 

Before this is a flight bench, where fdme of &6 
fame objects are feen again, but in a different 
point of light It is not very eafy either to paint 
or defcribe this delightful grove: however, aa 
the former has been more than once attempted, 
I will hope to apdlogize for aifimperfect defcrip- 
rioii, by the difficulty fdund oj thofe who havd. 
aimed to /ketch it with their pencil Be it, there- 
lore) firfl Obfcrved, that the whole fcene is dpalte 
A a a and 
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, and gloomy, confiding of a (mall deep valley o& 
dingle ; the fides of which are inclofed with irre- 
gular tufts of hazel and other underwood ; and 
the whole pver-fhadowed with lofty trees riling 
out of the bottom of the dingle, through which 
a copious ftream makes it's way through raofly 
banks, enamelled with prim rofes, and variety of 
wild wood flowers. The (^38) firft feat we 
approach is thus inferibed, > 

celebermmo poetae 

iacobo Thomson 

m.ope fontei illi kon fastiditos 

c. s. 

SRDEM H^NG OE.NAVIT, 

0(U« ribi, qua tali reddam pro carmine dona f* 
Nam nequeme tantum venientis fibilus auftri. 
Nee percufla juvant ffa&u tam litora, nee quae 
Saxefcsiuter decurront ftuminava-lleft. 

This feat is placed upon a deep bank on the edge 
of the valley ;■ from which the eye is here drawn 
dbwn into the flat below, by the ljght that glim- 
mers in front, and by the found of various caf- 
tacteit by which the winding ftream is agreeably 
broken. Oppofite to this feat the ground rife* 
again in an eafy concave to a kind of dripping 
fountain, 
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fountain, where a fmall rill trickles down a rude 
nich of rock work, through fern, liverwort^ and 
aquatick weeds. The green area in the middle 
through which the ftream winds, being as well 
{haped as can be imagined. After falling down 
thefe cafcades, it winds under a bridge of one- 
arch, and then empties irfelf into a fmall lake 
which catches it a litde below. This terminates 
the fccne upon the right, and after thefe objects 
have for fome time amufed the fpectator, his 
eye rambles to the left, where one of the moft 
beautiful cafcades imaginable is feen by way of 
incident, through a kind of villa, or glade, falling 
down a precipice over-arched with trees, and 
ftrikes us with furprize. It is impoffible to exprefs 
the pleafure which one feels on this occafion, for 
though furprize alone is not excellence, it may 
ferve to quicken the effect of what is beautiful. 
I believe none ever beheld this grove, without a 
thorough fenfe of fatisfat*Hon ; and were one to 
chufe any one particular fpot of this perfectly Ar- • 
cadian farm, it {houfd, perhaps, be this ; although 
it fo well contrails both, with the terrace and' with 
fome other fcenes, that one cannot wifli them ever 
to be divided. We now proceed to a feat at the 
bottom of a large root on the 1$$ pf a'Uope, with 
this iufcription, • 

A a 3 9 I« 
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O let me haunt this peaceful {hade j 

Nor let ambition e'er invade 

The tenants of this leafy bower 

That fhuq her paths, and flight her power. 

Hither the peaceful Halcyon' flies 
From focial meads, and open flues ; 
Pleas*d by this rill her courfe to fleer, 
And hide her fapphire plumage here. 

The trout bedropt with crimfon ftains, 
Forfakes the river's proud domains; 
Forfakes the fun's unwelcome gleam, 
To lurk within this humble ftreain. 

And fure I hear the Naiad fay, 
- Flow, flow, my fiream, this devious way, 
* Tho* lovely foft thy murmurs are, 
" Thy waters lovely cool and fair. 

f Flow, gentle fiream, nor \et lie vain, 
« Thy fmall unfully'd ftores difdain; * 
f Nor let the penfive fage repine, 
1, Whofe latent courfe rcfembles thine. 

T»* 
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-The view from it is a calm tranquil fcene of 
water, gliding through Hoping ground, with a 
Iketch through the trees of the finall pond be? 
low. 

The fcene in this place is that of water deal- 
ing along through a rude fequeftered vale, the 
ground on each fide covered with weeds and fteld- 
fiowers, as that before is kept clofe-ihaven. Farther 
on we lqfe all fight of water, and only hear the ' 
npife, without having the appearance ; a kind of 
eflc& which the Chinefe are fond of producing 
in what they call their fcenes of enchantment. 
We now turn all on a fudden upon the high 
cafcade which we admired before in vifta. The 
fecne around is quite a grotto of native (tone 
rpnning up it, roots of trees over-hanging it, 
and the whole (haded over head. However, we 
firft approach upon the left a chalybeat fpring, 
with an iron bowl chained to it, and this inferipr 
lion upon a ftone, 

FONS FERRVGINEVSi 
DIVAE O.VAS SECESSV I3TO FRVI CONCEDIT. 

Then turning to the right, we find a ftone feat 
making part of the aforefaid cave, with thit 
Well-applied infeription, 

In t us 
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INTVS AQVAE DVlCIS,VIVOQ„VE §EPIUA SAXO J 
h'YMPHAEVM DOMVS. 

Which I have qften heard Mr. Shenftone tenq 
the definition of a grotto. We now wind up 3 
fludy path on the left hand, and croffing the, 
head of this cafcade, pafs befide the rjver that 
fupplies it, in our way up to the hpufe. One 
feat firil occurs under a fliady oak as we afcend 
the hill ; foon after, we enter the flirubbery 
which half furrounds the houfe, where we fin<j 
two feats thus inferibed, to two of his moft par* 
ticular friends. The firfl tlius, 

AMICITIAE E.T MEKITIS 

RICHAR.DI GRAVES : 

IPSAE TE, TITYRE, PINVS, 

ITEI TE FONTES, IPSA HAEC ARBVSTA VOCA8ANX* 

And a little further the other, with the following 
infeription, 

AMICITIAE ET MERITIS, 
RICHARDI JAGO. 

From this lail is an opening down the valley 

over a large Hiding lawn, well edged with oaks, 

to a piece of water croffed tjy a confiderable 

1 bridge 
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bridge in the flat — the fteeple of Hales, a yiN 
lage amid trees, making on the whole a very 
pleafing picture. Thus winding through flower-; 
ing flirubs, befide . a menagerie for doves, we 
are condufled to the ftables. But let it not be 
forgot, that on the entrance into this (hrubbery, 
the firft objeft that ftrikes us is a Venus de Medi- 
cis, befide a bafon of gold fi£h, encompafled 
round with fhrubs, and illuftrated with the fol- 
lowing infeription, . 



* Semi 
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■ " Semi-redu&a Venus.'* 

' I ! O Venus, Venus here retir'd, 

My fober tows I pay : 
Not her on Paphian plains admir'd 
The bold, the pert, the gay- 

Not her, whofe amorous leer prevail'd 

To bribe the Phrygian boy ; 
Not her who, clad in armour fail'd, 

To fave difaft'rous Troy. 

frefh rifing from the foamy tide, 
She every bqfom warms ; 
■ While half withdrawn flic fecms to hide^ 
And, half reveals, her charms. 

Learn hence, ye boaftfut fans of tafte, 

Who plan, the rural (hade j 
Learn hence to fliun the vicious wafte. 

Of pomp, at large difplay'd. 

Let fweet concealment's magic arc 

Your mazy bounds invert ; 
And while the fight unveils a part. 

Let fancy painf the reft. 

Let coy referve with coft unite 

To grace your wood or field ; 
No ray obtrufive pall the fight, 

In aught you paint or build. 

5 A*Ad 
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And far be driven the fumptuous glare 

Qf gold, from Britiih grove? ; 
And far the meretricious air 

Qf China's vain alcoves, 

*Tis bafhf ul beaiity ever twines 

The moit coercive chain j 
TTis flie, that fov'reign rule decline^ 

"\Vhq bed deferyes to reigfy 
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T O 

Mr. S H E N S T O N E. 

Written at a Fame Oracc near Birmingham, 

By the late Lady LuxBoadirOK. 

V"TTil3 Nature here bids pleating fcenes arife* 
J, And wifely gives them Cynthio to revife 1 
To veil each bkmifh ; brighten every grace ; 
Yet ftiU prefcrte the lovely parent's face- 
Hew Well the bard obeys, each valley tells ; 
Thefe lucid ftreams, gay meads, and lonely cells; 
Where modeft art in filence larks eonceal'd. 
While narnre mines fo gracefully reveal'd; 
That (he triumphant claims the- total plan, 
And, with frdh pride, adopts the work of man; 

T# 
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To William Shenstonk, Efq.at theLEAsowEs; 

By Mr. Graves of Clavbrton. 

k Vellem in amicitia lie erraremus ! " Hox. 

SEE! the tall youth, by partial fate's decree; 
To affluence born, and from rcftraint fet free. 
Eager he fecks the fcenes of gay retort, 
The mall, the rout, the play-houfe, and the court : 
Soon for fotne varmint nymph of dubious fame. 
Or powder'd peerefs, counterfeits a flame. 
Behold htm now, enraptured, fwear and Ggh, 
Drefs, dance, drink, rerelf all he knows not whyj 
Till by kind fate reftor'd to country air, 
He marks the rofes of fame rural fair : 
Smit with her unaffefted, native charms, 
A real-pafhon foon his bofom warms; 
And wzk' from idle dreams, he takes a wife, 
And taftes the genuine happinefs of life. 

Thus in the vacant feafon of the year,- 
Some Templar gay begins his wild career. 
From feat to feat o'er pompous foenes he flies,' 
Views all with equal wonder and furprize; 
Till £ck of domes, arcades, and temples grown, 
He hies fatigued, not Tatisfy'd, to town"; 
Yet if fome kinder Genius point his way 
To where the Mules o'er thy Leafowes ftray. 
Charm** 
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CharmM with the- 1 fylvan beauties of the place, 
Where art affuraes the fweets of nature's face* 
Each hill, each dale, each confecrated grove, 
Each lake, and falling ftream his rapture move. 
Like the fage captive in Calypfo's grott, 
The cares, the pleafures of the world forgot; 
Of calm content he hails the genuine fphere, 
And longs to dwell it blifsfui hermit here; 



VERSES 
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VERSES received by the port, from aLADY 
unknown, 1761. 

Health to the Bard in Leafow.es happy groves y 
Health, and fweet cortverfg with the mufe 
he loves ! 
The humbleft votary of the tuneful nine, 
• With trembling hand attempts her artlefs line; 
In numbers fuCh as untaught nature brings ; 
As flow, fpdntaneous, like thy dative fprings.' 

But ah! what airy fornis afoudd irie rife! 
The ruffet mountain glows with richer did ; 
In circling dance a .pigmy crowd appear, 
And hark ! an infant voice faliites my ear: 
" Mortal, thy aim we know, thy tafk approve j 
" His Merit honour, and his genius love : 

* For us what verdant carpets has he fpread, 
u Where tughdy we our rtyftic mazes tread ? 

* For us, each fliady grove, and rural feat, 

■ His falling ftreams, and flowing numbers fweet i 

* Did'ft thdu not mark, amid the winding dell, 
*■ What tuneful verfe adorns the moffy cell i 

** There every fairy of our fprightly train 

* Refort, to blefs the woodland and the plain. 
" There, as we move, unbidden beauties glow, 

* The green turf brightens, and the violets blow; 

"And 
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* And there with thought fublime we blefs the 

fwain, 
■* Nor wc infpire, nor he attends, in vain/* 

Go, fimple rhimer ! bear this meffage trUe" ; 
The truths that Fairies diftate none fhall rue. 
Say to the Bard in Leafowe's happy grove, 
Whom Dryads honour, and whom Fairies love—* 
" Content thyfelf no longer that thy lays,. 
" By others fofter'd, lend to others praife ; 

* No longer to the favouring world refufe 

* The welcome treafures of thy polifh*d raufe ; 

" The fcatter'd blooms that boall thy valu'd name, 
" Collefl, unite, and give the wreath, to fame : 
" Ne'er can thy virtues, or thy verfe engage 
" More folid praife than in this happieft age, 
" When fenfe and merit's cherifht by the throne, 
" And each illuftrious privilege their own. 
*« Tho' modeft be thy gentle mufe, I ween, "j 

* O lead her blu£hing from the daify'd green, I 
" A fit attendant on Britannia's Queen. I 

Ye fportive elves, as faithful I relate 
Th' intruded mandates of your fairy-ftate, 
Vifit thefe wilds again with nightly care ; 
So fhall my kine, of all the herd, repair 
In healthful plight to fill the copious pail ; 
My ftieep He pent with fafety in the dale: 
Vol. H. B b My 
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My poultry feftr no robber ia die rooft ; 
My linnen more than common whhenefs boaft : 
Let order, peace, and houfewifry be mine ; 
Shenstone, be fancy, fame, and fortune thine. 

COTSWOULDIA. 

On the difcovery of an echo at Edgbaston. 
By '-. 

HA! what art thou, whofe voice unknown 
Pours on thefe plains it's tender moan ? 
Art thou the nymph in Shenstone's dale, - 
Who doft with plaintive note bewail 
That he forfakes tli' Aonian maids, 
To court inconftant rills and fhades ? 
Mourn not, fweet nymphs, alas, in vain 
Do they invite, and thou complain — 

Yet while he woo'd the gentle throng, 
With liquid lay, and melting fong, 
The Uftening herd around him ftray'd, 
In wanton friik the lambkins ptay'd, 
And every Naiad ceas'd to lave 
Her azure limbs amid the wave. 
The Graces danc'd ; the rofy band 
Of fmiles and loves went hand in hand ; 

4 And 
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And purple pleafures ftrewM the way 
With fweeteft flowers : and every ray 
Of each fond Atufe with rapture fir'd ; ■ 
To glowing thoughts his bread infpir'd. 
The hills rejoic'd, the valleys rung, 
All nature fmil'd while Shenstone fung. 

So charm'd his lay; but now no more — 
Ah ! why doft thou repeat — " no more ? " 
Ev'n now he hies to deck the grove, 
To deck the fcene the Mufes love ; 
And foon again will own their fway» 
And thou refoond the peerlefs lay, 
And with immortal numbers fill 
Each rocky cave, and vocal hill. 



VERSES 
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VERSES by Mr. Dodsley on his firfl arrival 
at the LEaSOWES, 1754. 

°T TOwfhalll fix my wand'ringeye? Where find 
" A JL-The fource of this enchantment ? Dwells it in 
" The woods? Or waves there not a magic wand 
" O'er the tranflucent waters ? Sure, unfeen, 

* Some favouring power direfls the happy lines 

* That flceteh thefe beauties ; fwells the riling hills 
" And fcoops the dales to Nature's fineft forms, 

* Vague, undetermin'd, infinite ; untaught 
" By line or cohipafs, yet Supremely fair." 

So fpake Philenor, as with raptur'd gaze 
He travers'd Damon's farm. From diftant plains 
He fought his friend's abode : nor had the fame 
Of that uew-form'd Arcadia reach'd his ear. 

And thus the fwain, as o'er each hill and dale. 
Thro' lawn or thicket he purfu'd his way. 
" What is it gilds the verdure of thefe meads 
"With hues more bright than fancy paints the flowr's 
" Of Paradife ? What Nai'd's guiding hand 
" Leads, thro' the broider'd vale, thefe lucid rills, 
"That murmuring as they flow, bear melody 
, " Along their banks ; and thro' the vocal fliades, 
" Improve the mufic of the woodland choir ? 
" What penfirc Dryad rais'd yon folenui grove, 

z - Where 
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" Where minds contemplative, at clofe Qf day 
" Retiring, Mufe o'er Nature's various works, 
" Her wonders venerate, or her fweets enjoy — 
" What room for doubt ? Some rural Deity 
" Prefiding, fcajters o'er th' unequal lawns,- . 
**In beauteous wildnefs, yon fair fpreading trees; 

* And, mingling woods and waters, hills and dales, 
" And herds and bleating flocks, domeftic fowl, 

a And thofe that fwim the lake, fees rifing round 
« More pleafing landfkips than in Tempe's vale 
" Peneus wtter'd. Yes, fome fylvan God 

* Spreads wide the varied profpeft ; waves the woods, 
" Lifts the proud hills, and clears thelhining lakes; 
" While from the congregated waters pour'd, 

* The burfting torrent tumbles down the fteep 

* In foaming fury ; fierce, irregular, 

" Wild, interrupted, crofs'd with rocks and roots, 
" And interwoven trees ; till foon abforb'd, 
" An opening caverq all it's rage entombs. 
" So vaniih human glories! Such the pomp 
" Of fwelHng warriours, of ambitious kings, 
" Who fret and ftrut their hour upon the ftage 

* Of bufy life, and then are heard no more, 

" Yes, 'tis enchantment all-7-And fee, the fpells, 

* The powerful incantations, magic verfe, 
■ Infcrib'd on every tree, alcove, or tyn, — 

* Spells !—Incantations! — ah, my tuneful friend ! 

B b 3 Thine 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



3 « z V £ ft. 8 t S to 

" Thine are the numbers ! thine the wondrous work !- 

" Yes, great magician ! now I read thee right, 

" And lightly weigh all forcery, but Thine. 

" No Naiad's leading Hep conduct the rill ; 

" Nor fylvan god prefiding (kins the lawn 

" In beauteous wildnefs, with fair fp reading trees ; 

" Nor magic wand has circumfcribed the fcene. 

" Tis thine own tafte, thy genius that prdidcs, 

" Nor needs there other deity* nor needs 

■ More potent fpells than they." No more the fwain. 

For lo, his Damon, o*er the tufted lawn 

Advancing, leads him to the fecial dome. 



VERStS 



j'giiizedDy GoOglc 



MR, SHENSTDNE. 38* 



VERSES written at the Gardens of William 
Shenstone, Eiqoire, bear Birmingham, 1756. 

" Hie terrarum ntihi praner omnes 
" Angulus ridet." Hon, 

WOULD you thefe lov'd receffes trace, 
And view fair Nature's modeft face ? 
See her in every field-flower bloom ? 
O'er every thicket fbed perfume ? 
By verdant groves, and vocal hills. 
By mofly grotts, near purling rills, 
Where'er you turn your wondering eyes, 
Behold her win without difguife. 

What tho' no pageant trifles here, 
As in the glare of courts, appear ; 
Tho' rarely here be heard the name 
Of rank, or title, power, or fame ; 
Yet, if ingenuous be your mind, 
A blifs more pure and unconhn'd 
Your ftep attends— Draw freely nigh, 
And meet the Bard's benignant eye : 
On him no pedant forms await, 
No proud referve flints up his gate ; 

B b 4 No 
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No fpleen, no party views coatroul 
That warm benevolence of foul, 
Which prompts the friendly generous part, 
Regardlefs ef each venal art ; 
ltegardlefs of the world's acclaim; 
And courteous with no felfilh aim. 
Draw freely nigh, and welcome find, 
If not the coftly, yet the kind. 
O he will lead you to the cells 
Where every Mufe and Virtue .dwells, 
Where the green Dryads guard his woods. 
Where the blue Naiads guide his. floods ; 
Where all the Sifter-Graces gay, 
That flup'd his walk's meandring way, 
Stark-naked, or but wreath'd with flowers, 
Lie {lumbering foft beneath his bowers. 

Wak'd by the ftock-dove's melting ftrain. 
Behold them rife ! and, with the train 
Of nymphs {hat haunt the ftream. pr grove. 
Or o'er the flowery champion rove, 
Join hand in hand — attentive gaze — . 
And mark thedance's myrtle maze, 

" Such is the waving line, they cry, : ■ 
" For ever dear to Fancy's eye ! 
" Yon ftream that wanders down the dale, 
, f The fpiral wood, the winding vale, 

■ The 
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" The path which wrought with hidden -ikiU t 
" Slow twining fcales yon diftam hill . 
" With fir inverted — all combine 

* To recommend the waving line. 

* The wreathed rod of Bacchus fair, 

* The wringlets of "Apollo's hair, 

" The wand by Maia's offspring born, 
" The fmooth volutes of Amnion's horn, 

* The ftrufture of the Cyprian dame, 

* And each" fair female's beauteous frame, 

* Shew, to the pupils of Defign, 

" The triumphs of the waving line. 

Then gaze, and mark that union fweet, 
"Where faif convex and concave meet ; 
And while, quick fhifting as you ftray, 
The vivid fcenes on fancy play j 
The lawn, of afpeel fmooth and mild ; 
The forreft ground, grotefque and wild ; 
The flirub that fcents the mountain gale ; 
The ftream rough darning down the dale, 
From rock to rock, in eddies toft j 
The diftant lake in which 'tis loft ; 
Blue hills gay beaming thro' the glade ; 
Lone urns that folemnize the fhade; 
Sweet interchange of all that charms 
In groves, meads, dingles, rivulets, farms! 

If 



3,g,1,zed by GoOgle 



3 8o* VERSES TO 

If aught the fair confufion pleafc, 
Wifh tailing health, and lafting cafe, 
To him who form'd die blifeful bower, 
And gave thy life one tranquil hour ; 
WUh peace and freedom— thefe poffeft, 
His temperate minds fecurcs die reft. 

But if thy foul fuch blift defpife. 
Avert thy dull incurious eyes ; 
Go fix them there, where gems and gold, 
Improv'd by art, their power unfold > 
Go try in courtly fcenes to trace 
A fairer form of Nature's face: 
Go fcorn simplicity — but know, 
That all our heart-felt joys below, 
That all which virtue loves to name* 
Which art conugns to lailiag fame, 
Which fixes wit or beauty's throne. 
Derives its fource from HE& alone. 

Aecadio, 



To 
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To William Shenstone, Efq. in his Sickne& 
By Mr. Woodhouse, 

YE flow*ry plains, ye breezy Woods, 
Ye bowers and gay alcoves, 
Te falling ftreams, ye filter floods, 
Ye grottoes, and ye groves 1 

Alas, my heart feels no delight, 

Tho' I your charms furvey j 
While he confumes in pain the night, 

In languid fighs the day. 

The flowers difclolb a thoufand blooms, 

A thoufand fcents diffufe; 
Yet all in rain they flied perftimes, 

In tain difplay their hues. 

Reftrain, ye flowers, your thoughtlefs pride, 

Recline your gaudy heads ; 
And fadly drooping, fide by fide, 

Embrace your humid beds. 

Tall oaks, that o'er the woodland (hade, 

Your lofty fummits rear! 
Ah why, in wonted charms array'd, 

Expand your leaves fo fair i 

For 
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For lo, the flowers as gayly fmile, 

As wanton waves the tree ; 
And tho* I fadly plain the while, 

Yet they regard not me. 

Ah, Jhould the fates an arrow fend. 
And ffcrike the fatal wound, 

Who, who (hail then your fweets defend, 
Or .fence your beauties round ? 

But hart, perhaps, the plumy throng 
Have learnt my plaintive tale, 

And fome fad dirge, or mournful fong. 
Comes .floating in the gale. 

Ah no! they chant a fprightly ftrain, 
To footh an amorous mate - t 

Unmindful of my anxious pain, 
And his uncertain fate. . 

But fee, thefe little murmuring rills ; 

With fond repinings rove ; 
And trickle wailing down the hills, 

Or weep along the grove. 

Oh mock not if befide your ftream, 

You hear me too repine ; 
Or aid with fighs your mournful theme. 

And fondly call him mine. 

Yo 
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Ye envious winds the caufe difplay, 

In whifpers as ye blow, 
"Why did your treacherous gales convey 

The poifon'd (hafts of woe? 

Did he not plant the ftiady bower, 
Where you fo blithely meet ? 

The fcented Ihrub, and fragrant flower, 
To make your breezes fweet ? 

And muft he leave the wood, the field, 

The dear Arcadian reign ? 
Can neither verfe nor virtue Ihield 

The guardian oF the plain ? 

Muft he his tuneful breath refign, 

Whom all the Mufes love ? 
That round his brow their laurels twine,' 

And all his fongs approve. 

Preferve him, mild Omnipotence ! 

Our Father, King, and God, 
Who clear'ft the paths of life and fenfe, 

Or ftop'ft them at thy nod. 

Bleil pow'r, who calm'ft the raging deep, 

His valued health reftore, 
Nor let the fons of Genius weep, 

Nor let the Good deplore. 

Sut 
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But if thy boundlcfs Wifdom knows. 

His longer date an ill , 
Let not ray foul a wifli difclofe 

To contradict thy will. 

For happy, happy were the change, 

For fuch a god-like mind, 
To go where kindred fpirits range, 

Nor leave a wUh behind. 

And tho' to (hare his pleafures here, 
Kings might their Hate forego ; 

Yet muft he feel fuch raptures there, 
As none can tafte below. 

VERSES left on a Seat, the hand unknown. 

O Earth ! to his remains indulgent be, 
Who fo much care and coft beft ow'd on thee ! 
Who crown'd thy barren hills with uieful flbade, 
And chear'd with tinkling rills each filent glade ; 
Here taught the day to wear a thoughtful gloom, 
And there enUven'd Nature's vernal bloom.. 
Propitious earth! lie lightly on his head. 
And ever on his torab thy vernal glories fpread ! 



CORYDON, 
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CORYDON, APASTORAL 
To the Memory of William Shenstone, Efq. 



COME, fhepherds, we'll follow the hearfe, 
And fee our lov'd Corydon laid: 
Tho* forrow may blemifli the verfe, 
Yet let the fad tribute be paid. 
They call'd him the pride of the plain : 

In footh, he was gentle and kind; 
He mark'd in his elegant ftrain. 

The Graces that glowM in his mind. 

IL 

On purpofe he planted yon trees, 

That birds in the coyert might dwell ; 
He cultuVd his thyme for the bees, 

But never would rifle their cell. 
Ye lambkins that play'd at his feet, 

Go bleat — and your mailer bemoan : 
His muuc was artlefs and fweet, 

His manners as mild as your own. 

III. 
No verdure {hall cover the vale, 

No bloom on the blouoms appear; 
The fweets of the foreft fhall fail, 

And Winter difcolour the year. 
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No birds in our .hedges fhall fing, . ' '"'. \ 

(Our hedges fo vocal' before) 
Since he that fhould welcome the fpring, 

Can greet the gay feafon no more. 

rv. 

His Phillis was fond of his praife. 

And poets came round in a throng; 
They liften'd, and envy'd his lays. 

But which of them equall'd his fong? 
Ye Ihepherds, henceforward be mute, 

For loil is the paftoral ftrain ; 
So give'me'my Corydou's flute, 

And thus — let me break it in twain. - 

J. Cunningham-. 
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